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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Sermons have been pub- 
lished, at the desire of some members of 
the Congregation of St. Mary, Lambeth, 
in which they were delivered. The Au- 
thor cannot but fear, lest, among the many 
excellent treatises on the same subject, this 
little Volume may be deemed superfluous. 
Yet, with the hope of these discourses pro- 
moting (from a local interest in their be- 
half) a closer study of the Liturgy — 
and that pure spirit of devotion, diffused 
throughout the Common Prayer — and a 
deeper reverence for, and acquaintance 
with, the Church — ^he humbly commends 
them to the blessing of the Giver of all 
grace. 

Lambeth, May 27, 1837. 
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SERMON I. 



HISTORY OF THE UTUEGY. 



Psalm xcvi. 9. 



** WORSHIP THB LORD IN THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS." 



It is natural for a person on taking up 
a book to inquire, Who wrote this book ? 
When was it written ? What is the sub- 
ject of it ? If the book be on a matter of 
importance, such questions are still more 
needful. If, on the sacred Scripture, or 
connected with the public worship, or in- 
struction of the Church, inquiry becomes 
a matter of still greater consequence. True 
it is, that every one has not the time, or 
ability for such investigation. And, there- 
fore, the authorized ministers of God's 
word are bound to bring forward such 

VOL. II. B 



2 HISTORY OF THE LITURGY, 

topics, as may tend to explain the Scrip- 
ture, and to promote devotion. 

In this point of view, eminently, stands 
forth the book of Common Prayer — enti- 
tled Common, because all the congregation 
join in it. I would rather say, ought to 
join : for it is one of the marks of coldness 
in our age, compared with that of the 
Primitive Christians, that a very large part 
of the congregation, merely whisper the 
responses, which, according to the direction 
of the rubric, it is their duty to utter 
aloud. And, indeed, if it were not for the 
i^pointment of a person, whose office it is 
to make the responses ; and for the voices 
of the children composing our schools, we 
Aoddton,.nypI«rof;o«hip,ha™». 
responses at all. 

I. I purpose in this discourse, drawing 
your attention to the history of our Oomr 
mon Prayer. When it pleased Godj by^ 
most unexpected train of causes^ t6- re- 
move from this land, the corruptions, whii^h 
had gradually been entwined around <il^ 



HISarORY OF THE LITUTOkY, 3 

Apoetcdie Churdi ; — when the Reformers 
proceeded to cast away the unscriptural 
doctrines, and the superstitious forms, 
which the Roman branch of the Christian 
GSmrch : had be&n upholding for so long a 
tkne, a desire arose in the hearts of our 
j^irifcnal rulers, that the Common Prayer 
should be no longer in Latin ; so that the 
people might imderstand what was con- 
taSned in the prayers used by them. 

r. 2t was «,bout three hundred years ago 
when the church of this land was enabled, 
byj tl^pwing aside this, and other corrupt 
tions, H^oeh as having the Scriptures in. ism 
imknown tongue ; denying the cup of bless«- 
^, .in the Lord's supper, to all save the 
clergy; paying worship, of some kind, to 
the Virgin and to saints ;-by setting aside 
^heseand other erroi's, to return to the 
jitete of .the early church in doctrine and 
in. goiew*tnent. 

iiTOwB ^jeet of our reformers was, not to 
$5l0ep -ftway -indiscriminately, every thipg 
f^i^fikfA fe^wged t^ the Church, while 

b2 



4 HISTORY OF THE LITUItGY. 

under the power of Rome. They would 
not cut away that which might be preser- 
ved and healed ; they removed only those 
errors, which had arisen, firom neglect of 
Scripture, and disregard to the traditioiial 
customs of the primitive Christians. They 
did not proclaim — we will have none of 
this Liturgy, because parts of it have been 
used by the Romish Church : but, we will 
purge it of all that is contrary to God's 
word, and all that is opposed to the pure 
rules of the Church in the times of the Apos- 
tles, and their early successors. We will 
bring the services back to the state in 
which they were before the errors of Popery. 
(They referred to the Common Prayer of the 
Ghutch of Jerusalem (for there is no doubt 
of there having been a Liturgy established 
by the Apostles themselves ^) They re- 
ferred to the Common Prayer of Alexandria, 
of Antioch, of the Church of Ephesus, and 
the' Liturgy of the south of France. 

. * Vid. Palmer's Origines Litui;gicae. 
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Thus, dolj revierencing pablic prayers 
which hiad been transmitted through these 
churches, from St. James, St« Peter, St^ 
John, and St. Mark ; and adopting parts 
from the ancient Roman, and Eastern 
hurdles, they were prepared to give the 
nation a service — simple, lively, spiritual, 
affectionate, reasonable, and sublime. 

But, this work was not done in haste; 
Hie Fathers of our church proceeded cau- 
tibulily and reverentially in their task: 
First, they disseminated a book, with some 
forms of devotion (yea, and some remain-- 
ing errors therein) called the " Godly an* 
jHOUS institution of a Christen man.'^ 
When the leaven, introduced by this, had 
wbtked for a season, another volume came 
Ibrth with corrections, entitled " a neces- 
siiiy doctrine and erudition for any Chris- 
ted man.'' Soon afterwards, a book called 
the King's Primer, was published by au- 
thority ; containing the Lord's prayer, the 
ten commandments, the belief, the hymns 
— " come let us sing unto the Lord," 

b3 



6 HB^biY OF THE LlTUBnY. 

tod " We praise thee, O God," &c. These 
were preparations of the public mind. A 
course of training was thus adopted, tot a 
people, who had been accustomed to listen 
to the Scripture, in an unknown language; 
and to offer prayers in a tongue, which 
they did not comprehend. 

In the year 1547, a great advance was 
made. The pious king Edward the sixth, 
anxious for the promotion of true religion, 
issued orders for composing an uniform 
order of Communion, according to the 
rules of Scripture and the Primitive Church. 
The service for the Lord's Supper, was, 
tecordingly, provided in English : and the 
communicants now, for the first time, un- 
derstood the words of the solemn ministwu- 
tion, and received the cup of the Lc^rd. 
This cup of blessing, the priests had fw a 
long period, contrary to the rule of the 
Primitive Church, and to the very words 
of our Saviour, " Drink ye all of this'," r6- 

» Matt. xxvi. 27. 
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served entirely to themselves. Tlus office 
for the Lord's Supper then, was the first, 
which was prepared in the mother tongue. 
This was no sooner accomplished, than 
tbe nation, nourished by this comfortable 
f ustenance for the soul, was admitted yet 
to another rich feast of devotion : for with- 
in a few months, the forms of prayer for 
Sunday, and for other holy days, fasts, and 
festivals, were added : and in the year 
1548j the Common Prayer was used in our 
churches, complete in the language of the 
nation. 

As long as our Bishops, and other di- 
vines, acted according to their own cautious 
judgment, the progress of religion was great. 
But on their calling in the aid of some 
leamed men from the continent (though 
this was done in an humble and concilia- 
ting temper), scruples and doubts began to 
'q)read abroad ; and the impression, heigh- 
tened by extravagant admiration of the 
foreign Reformers, that the book of prayer 
had not receded far enough from Popish 

b4 
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8 SISTOEY OP THE LITURGY. 

error, gained ground. SuflSce it to state, 
however, that, at this time, the service, 
which had formerly begun with the Lord's 
Prayer, was made, not injudiciously, to com- 
mence with those passages from Scripture, 
" When the wicked man,** &c. The ex- 
hortation, the confession of sin, and the 
absolution, were added; and some omis- 
sions were made in the occasional services. 
The reign of Queen Mary checked the 
progress of the reformed religion, and 
deluged the country with the blood of 
bishops and priests, rich and poor, learned 
aiid ignorant. But, the scourge was re- 
moved in a few years. And then, our 
Common Prayer, having undergone some 
alterations — in the service for the Eucha- 
rist, in the omission in the Litany, of an 
expression, referring to the errors and 
tyranny of Rome, (but too severe for the 
language of prayer,) and in the selection 
of the Lessons, was established in the 
Churches. The sacred vestments of the 
ministers were retained ; but, care was 
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- - ■^. . . . : . 

taken, that while simplicity was adhered 
to, a due solemnity^ and decent order^ 
should be preserved. 

When James the First came to the 
throne, it was feared, that his regard for 
the Scottish Church, (being under Presby- 
terian discipline) woiiM have induced him 
to fiivour reform!^ injurious to the charac- 
ter of a church, established on Episcopal 
authority. But, after a patient investiga- 
tion of objections, before a council com- 
posed of Episcopal and Presbyterian Di- 
vineSy the King himself presiding, they 
were for the most part overruled. In t\m 
year, the beautiful general thanksgiving 
was inserted in the Liturgy ; and the exr 
pl^iation of the Sacraments in the cate- 
chism, and the service of thanksgiving for 
the preservation of the king and parliament 
on the fifth of November, were added. 

In 1649, it will be remembered, that 
king Charles the Martyr was murdered, 
uBder a show of justice, by his rebel and 
>:^odly subjects- The Church was overr 
thrown by its enemies ; and a most tyran- 

b5 



10 BIKTOBT OP THE LlTtrKCFT, 

nical dominioii/ under the name of a popu- 
lar government, was substituted in the 
stead of our free and happy constitution. 

But what thanks can we return to God 
for restoring our Church and Monarchy ! 
while our Common Prayer, which, the 
party in power during the usurpation, 
would not allow churchmen to use \ again 
became a blessing to the nation. Then the 
Lord indeed turned the captivity of Zion, 
and filled the hearts of the people with joy. 
" Yea he did great things, whereof they re- 
joiced," " They had sown in tears, but 
reaped in joy*." 

A meeting was held A. D. 1661 between 
the chief non-conformist divines, and a 
body of our bishops and eminent fathers in 
the ministry, with the hope of establishing 

^ Bishop Jer. Taylor, in a Preface to a Collection 
of Offices, intended as a substitution for the pro- 
scribed Liturgy, says, " These Prayers being intended 
only as a charitable ministry to thera, who are not 
permitted to use those which were appointed formerly " 
^c. Vol. XV. p. 241. 

* Psalm cxxvi. 5. 
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the church in uiiity. But peace i^as in 
vain Botigfat after. 

Some additions were made, at that time, 
to the Common Prayer^ The sublime in* 
tercession, the first words of which are, 
**0 GoA the Creator," &c., the prayer for a 
blessii^ on the consultations of Parliament, 
the prayer for feithfiil ministers, to be used 
in Ember weeks, the office of Baptism for 
grown persons, the prayers to be offered at 
sea, the service for Kins: Charles's martyr- 
*»>, «.d tb.»l«gi™g for th, ^^toration 
of the church and throne, were incorpcrrated 
into our prayer book. Some changes were 
also made in the lessons ; and several col- 
lects underwent an alteration. This was 
the last revisal. In this form, the Prayer 
Book has continued. It has vraited as a 
handmaid on the Bible. It has been trans- 
lated into various languages of the earth. 
It yet exalts the souls of the congregation 
to the throne of the Lord, while it cheers 
the couch of the sick, and the bed of the 
dying. It has been pronounced the least 

b6 



12 Btt^KQItY OF TH5 LITUROT. 

imperfect of human compositions, by those, 
ifiio are opposed to the usie of it in public 
worship : and it is not saying too much to 
declare our belief that He, from whom 
Cometh down all wisdom and grace, did 
vouchsafe his Holy Spirit to guide the 
minds of the compilers into the ways of 
truth and lowly piety. It is not too much 
to assert, that by the use of the creeds and 
articles embodied in, and harmonizing with, 
the devotional forms, it has tended to keep 
the Church primitive in its government, and 
puredn doctrine. 

Let me again remind you of the reve- 
rence for ancient forms, shown by the com- 
pilers of the Common Prayer. Almost 
every ccdlect is taken £rom ancient litur- 
gies. The Litany likewise. The service 
for Baptism, and the Lord's Supper, and 
other offices, may be traced to the old and 
venerable devotions of the Eastern and 
Western churches. The comparatively few 
prayers, composed by the Reformers of our 
church, I have already set before you. 



Let me &]1^her imgg^t this thought. 
Take away, from a oommon prayer booik^ 
6very passage of Scripture ; and how few 
pages would you leave ! The opening sen- 
tenceis, most of the Hymns, the Psalms, the 
Epistles, and Go^pet^, the Ten Command- 
ments, the Lord's Prayer 9x» feom Scirip^ 
ture." — What would you leave? except 
those heavenly compositions, some of which 
St. Basil, and St. Gregory, and St. Chry- 
sostom, have indited ; and some, the Apo^ 
ties, themselves. What would you leave ? 
except prayers, and supplications, and inter-r 
cessions, and giving of thanks, which, from 
age to age, have enriched the church with 
piety ; and form a spiritual link between 
the disciples of the Lord Jesus, for eighteen 
centuries. 

II. Having thus given you a very imperfect 
account of the manner, and the time, in 
which our prayer book was compiled ; and 
having endeavoured to impress your mind^ 
with the jfeeling, that it was not a book; 
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composed emd wrxttemfar the occasion^ by our 
Reformers^ buU most carefvUy selected from 
ancient liturgies^ some of which the Apostles 
themselves had prepared; let me now 
address a few words to you, on the advan- 
tages of having a form of prayer. 

1. Where could a sufficient number of 
men be found, possessing the gift oisuch ex- 
temporaneous prayer, as we deem due to the 
majesty of God, and the glory of his Son 
Jeisus Christ ? The clergy of this country 
are about 16,000 in number. Without de- 
tracting from a body of men, on whom (not 
in boasting, for we ascribe all to God) we 
may believe, that the Spirit of God hath 
been graciously poured out, I avow my 
conviction, that neither they, nor any others 
are equal to so awfal a task. 

2. One great advantage from a Liturgy 
arises, from knowing beforehand, what de- 
votions we are going to use. Our amen is 
then sincere, when we are acquainted with 
the substance of our prayers : and our duty 
therein resolves itself, simply, into kindling 
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the devout afiectioiis, and stirring the con- 
ficienoe, without having to strain the mind 
in suddenly catching new ideas. Now if 
this be of consequence to all, much more 
so is it to those who sit at any great dis^ 
tance, or who may be afflicted with the dis- 
tressing infirmity of deafness. 

3. The very circumstance, of the same 
prayers being used, is most profitable ; edifi- 
cation, not excitement, being intended. 
Hence, the deep impression of faith made 
by the constant and reverential use of the 
Common Prayer; the images of divine 
things being conveyed to the mind, in lan- 
guage which a child may often understand ; 
and in words, in other places, which, ac- 
cording to Scripture, are uttered by the 
Heavenly Host above. Must it not be a 
comfort to us, that we are following the 
rule of Christ himself? Is not the Lord's 
prayer a form of devotion? Is it not a 
Liturgy^ in a few words ? 

4. Must it not promote the Communion 
of saints to remember, that we are, (though 

10 
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locally sep^mted) '^ with one mind, and one 
mouth, glorifying God * ?" that we are using 
words, which are rising to Heaven, not iu 
the churches of Great Britain and Ireland 
only; but from the banks of the Ganges,; 
the St. Lawrence,, the Ohio^ in the Is^ 
lands of the Pacific, and in the Western 
Ocean? 

6. If detained at home, moreover, by siekr 
ness or affliction, the worshipper of our 
church can bend the knee in private ; and 
with his book of prayer, in this case of ne*- 
cessity» can mingle in spirit, with the tens of 
thousands, who are in the sanctuary ; and 
feel, that there is " one Lord, one Faith ;*' 
and that Christ is all in all, the head of 
his mystical body. 

6. Another great blessing, derived from 
our Common Prayer, is this ; that it gives a 

' Rom* xvi. 6. 
■ ^ In addition to the Ecclesiastical establishment in 
qur several colonies, the interesting Church of the 
United States of America is derived through the 
Church of England, and is under the guidance of 
fifteen Bishops. 
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fited ' cbaraeter to our faith. The Bible is 
ac^owledged as the standard of truths 
by all Christians. Yet infinite, are the 
interpretations, given to the blessed vo- 
lume. But, by placing before the mind, in 
the settled form of devotion, the leading 
truths of the Gospel, as received and hand- 
ed down by the piety of the church, from 
age to age, we are kept stedfast in all vital 
doctrines. The Trinity, the atonement of 
the Son of Grod in our nature, the life- 
giving grace of. the Comforter, the power 
of £aith, the fruits of repentance, peace of 
conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
become realities to the mind. 



If then we have such a talent com- 
mitted to our trust, have we been duly 
careful in the employment of it ? O ! that 
we could behold the delightful spectacle 
of every seat in our churches occupied 
before the service of the great God com- 
mences ! Is it not considered disrespectful 
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in society, to enter the house of a friend^ 
at so late an hour, as to produce confusion 
among the guests ? Is it not felt, that dis- 
honour is hereby done to our host ? Shall 
the glorious God be treated in a manner 
which we blush to use towards man ? Doth 
not Scripture proclaim, that "the Lord 
is in his holy temple ? Let all the earth 
keep silence before Him \" Is it possible, 
either for the minister, or the early wor- 
shippers, to avoid being disturbed, amidst 
the frequent opening of doors, and the 
passing and repassing of persons ? And 
when ? at a time, when the congregation is 
engaged in the very first solemn acknow- 
ledgment of sin; and waiting to receive 
absolution from guilt ? What is it which 
causes this abrupt intrusion into the sanc- 
tuary ? Is it with any, the fear of being 
too long in the courts of Him, who hath 
promised to be present, "where two or 
three are gathered together in his name ^" 

' Habb. ii. 20. » Matt, xviii. 20. 
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Is it the being late, through want of arrange- 
ment in our fiiniilies? Precious, are the 
few moments of serious recollection before 
the Service begins. Valuable are those 
thoughts, which are engaged in recalling 
our own particular faults, our own especial 
mercies, our individual need of the blood 
of Jesus for pardon, and of his Spirit for 
cleansing our souls. Much more likely are 
we, by calm and serious reflection, to attain 
unto that lowly, grateful, believing, atten«- 
tive frame of mind, on which the Spirit of 
God loves to descend. The most regular 
worshipper may be detained by some unex- 
pected accident ; but the custom of being 
late, cannot be excused. 

Bather, let me dwell on the value of 
that habit, which brings the Christian, 
early, to his seat ; which finds him quietly 
rejoicing, as the Sabbath bells invite him 
to meet his Lord ; and saying thus withiu 
himself, " I was glad when they said unto 
me. We will go into the house of the 
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Lord K"* I speak of that frame of mind 
which, ioBtead of seeking a trifling interest 
in whispering, and &miliar salutations, and 
gliding around, in the house of God, i4 
striying after conviction of unworthiness, 
and livelier hopes of God*s mercy in Christy 
and closer acquaintance with our owii 
hearts* 

True devotion is a high gift. The most 
religious will find their minds, sometimes, 
wandering. The most devout will detect 
t^mselves using th6 words of prayer, while 
their thoughts are hurried away by the 
veriest trifle of the moment. How delight- 
fill is it to raise, and to maintain in some 
inieiasure, a fervent spirit of prayer ! To 
preserve that state of mind, which, while 
realizing somewhat of the throne and pre- 
sence of God, is yet enabled to make appli- 
cation to one's own heart, concerning guilt 
to be forgiven, temptations to be resisted, 

^ Psalm cxxii. 1. 
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and corruption to be cured. ^' I was in the 
spirit, on the Lord's day,** saith St. John \ 
And this exalting of. owl hearts towards 
Go4 as reconciled to us in Christ, and 
preparing us for glory, is that mental habit 
which we must aim f^r by grace, as of 
infinite value. 

True and awful is the consideration^, 
^•tbat God heareth not sinners ^'' And 
therefore, for any man to come into the 
house of the Lord, with the love of sin 
ip his heart, and the practice of sin in his 
life, unmoumed for, unrepented of — this is 
indeed a provocation of God, and defying 
of his majesty. Let such an one be warned 
to take words of humiliation, and to pray 
for . ** a new heart, and a right mmd f. and 
di^aira that he may be cleansed in soul by 
I9& jSaviour's blood, and henceforth ^ make 
iw, prayers the rule of his life ^'' 
• ;.**I£ any be a worshipper of God and 
doeth his will, him he heareth." Brethren, 

^ Rev. i. 10. * John ix. SI. 

* Bp. J«r.. Taylor's Holy Living and Dying. 
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pray, that we may be worshippers of God 
in the beauty of holiness. Praise is indeed 
the chief subject of devotion with angels 
and saints above: for they have no con- 
science of sin ; and no necessities to be 
supplied. And the warfare of the saints is 
over. Their voyage is ended. Above, are 
they evermore crying "holy, holy, holy. 
Lord God of hosts. Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever ^" 

But, while we remain in this earthly 
tabernacle, we shall do well to keep up a 
lively sense of our sin ; and a watchfulness 
over our hearts. " My sin is ever before 
me ^" Thus spake the Psalmist, — and if 
we grow in grace, penitential sorrow shall 
soon be exchanged for the songs of the 
new Jerusalem; and prayers against our 
besetting sins, shall be forgotten in the 
Hallelujahs of Heaven. 

* Rev. V. 13. * Psalm 11. 3. 
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What a state will that be, where no 
temple is to be found ; for Heaven itself 
is one vast temple! God will be seen, 
while we worship him ; instead of our dull 
gaze on the walls or ceiling of these build- 
ings on earth. Happy as we now are, in 
using such words of calm and hallowed 
devotion, as our Liturgy affords, what love, 
what peace, what joy, what unwearied ado- 
ration, will fill our bosoms, when we are 
admitted within the Holy of Holies ! There 
may our great High Priest receive us, 
never more to go out. There may we 
' * follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." 
There may we be found among the re- 
deemed of the Lamb ; and for ever, without 
feult \ before the throne of God. 

* Rev. xiv. 5. 
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MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. 



Psalm v. 7. 



" BUT AS FOK ME, I WILL COME INTO THT HOUSE IN 
THE MULTITUDE OF THT MERCT : AND IN THT FEAR 
WILL I WORSHIP TOWARD THY HOLY TEMPLE." 



Our Church commences her ministrations^ 
as the Saviour hegm his mission upon 
earth, calling npon men, to ^^ repent and 
believe the Gospel K" What can be more 
impressive than to hear the voice of God 
in His word, assuring the wicked man 
that " he shall save his soul alive,** if he will 
" turn from his wickedness * :^ announcing 
from heaven, that " to the Lord our God, 

* Mark i. 15. « Ezck. xviu. 27. 
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belong mercies and forgivenesses, though 
we have rebelled against him ^:" command- 
ing us, to "rend our hearts, and not our 
garments ^:" and promising that " if we con- 
fess our sins, God is faithful, and just, to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness *.** 

The minister then proceeds to apply 
these Scripture declarations, exhorting his 
brethren, "dearly beloved" in the Lord, 
not to dissemble, nor cloke their sins be- 
fore God ; but at a time, when we come 
into his presence, to return thanks for his 
mercies, to hear His word, to ask things 
requisite for the soul, and the body — then, 
most chiefly, to acknowledge our trans- 
gressions, with lowliness, and penitence of 
heart, which shall surely pass on to obedi- 
ence. Then do all, who are not infirm, 
make their bodies, "sensible witnesses of 
minds unfeignedly humbled \" They bend 
the knee before Jehovah, and join in the 

* Daniel ix. 9. ' Joel ii. 13. 

* 1 John i. 9. * Hooker. 
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confession of sin, remembering, that Christ 
Himself, not only kneeled, but cast Himself 
upon His iace to the earth. The Lord is 
addressed in this prayer, by two of His at- 
tributes, which present an awakening con- 
trast. He is Almighty : and, in justice, 
might have blotted the sinful world from 
the face of creation. He is " most merci- 
ful," however, yea a "Father;" and has 
opened a way for sinners to be reconciled 
through the blood of his Son. The con- 
fession is in genial terms : for had it been 
particula/r, all could not have confessed 
sins, from which some, by grace, had been 
restrained. But what words can penetrate 
deeper into the heart, than those which 
describe us wandering and neglecting the 
Divine ways ; not only following the cor- 
rupt imaginations of our own hearts, but 
offending against the majesty of God's holy 
laws ; and showing, too plainly, that there 
is no health in the soul ? " The whole 
heart is sick, the whole head is faint ^" 

* Isaiah i. 5. 
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But, in this abased condition, faith looks 
up to the great Intercessor, and cries to be 
spared, to find mercy, and to be restored 
to the favour of the Lord. And as the 
gift of pardon, and advancement in grace, 
are always associated in the mind of the 
true Christian, a fervent prayer is added 
that, for Jesus' sake, we may hereafter live 
a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the 
glory of God's holy name. 

When the prophet David had acknow- 
ledged, before the rebuking man of God, 
** I have sinned" — an answer of mercy was 
beard — " The Lord hath put away thy sin ^'' 
And when the worshippers of God have 
thus humbled themselves, let them lift up 
their hearts in faith and hope. Let them 
not doubt, that God has established in his 
Ch^urch, a " ministry of reconciliation ^." 
Let them that do truly repent, and un- 
ffeignedly believe His holy gospel, receive 
•ithe gracious assurance, without doubting, 
of their sins being pardoned. Let them 

» 2 Sam. xii. 13. » 2 Cor. v. 18. 

c2 
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listen with gratitude to the justifying de- 
claration, as from God, through his minis- 
ter — " He pardoneth and absolveth :" and 
let them beseech God to give true repent- . 
ance from His Holy Spirit, that they may 
do such things, at this time, as are pleasing 
to Him ; and that the rest of their lives may 
be pure, and holy ; so, that at the last, they 
may come to His eternal joy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. To him, that is abiding 
in wilful sin, the sentence of pardon apper- 
taineth not. But the humble and stedfast 
believer may always, at this part of the 
service, realize to himself a fresh promise 
of peace conveyed in Jesus Christ, his Sa- 
viour. 

It is the privilege of our Church, that 
the congregation may join aloud in prayer : 
and wherever the rubrical notice directs,, 
let all make the responses audibly. Ac- 
cordingly, having been invited by the scrip- 
tural sentences, and exhorted to confess 
our sins; and having confessed them, and 
received, through the Church, God's cheer- 
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ing sentence of forgiveness, we readily wel- 
come the Lord's prayer, and with gladden- 
ing words approach " Our Father." — True, 
we are not worthy to be called His chil- 
dren : but God, who desireth not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he should turn 
from his wickedness, and live. He seeth us 
in oiu* penitence — a great way off; and 
hath compassion, and His mercy runneth 
to meet us; and we hear — "ye are my 
sons and daughters, and I will be a Father 
unto you ^" 

After devoutly joining in the • Lord's 
prayer, and rejoicing in the comfortable 
privilege of our adoption in Christ, we en- 
treat the Lord for grace, to serve Him with 
sincerity ; beseeching Him to " open our 
Ups," in order to the showing forth His 
praise ; and to make haste in saving, and 
helping us : the first of these petitions hav- 
ing been used in the Liturgy of the Apos- 
tle James ; the latter in the ancient Greek 
Church. 

* 2 Cor. vi. 18. 

c3 
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The congregation, after this, standing, in 
order to represent the passing from a state 
of penitence to one of nearer access ; and 
being girded with a lowly spirit, we break 
forth in adoration of the Father, Son, aad 
Holy Ghost ; mutually stirring up each 
other's minds, to praise the Lord. And 
how shall we praise Him in more suitable 
words, than those which the Holy Ghost 
hath inspired ? beginning with the psalm, 
" O come, let us sing unto the Lord," and 
proceeding to those anthems of Zion, ap- 
pointed in the daily course. O ! learn to 
love the Psalms ! they are, by a pious writer, 
called our Saviour's manual of devotion. 
And certain am I, that some of these hea- 
venly songs, committed to memory, will 
afford more refreshment, and support to 
the soul, than many of those exciting com- 
positions, which the taste of the present 
age, often prefers to the inspiration of God 
Himself. The little hymn, " Glory be to 
the Father," &c. has been in use in the 
Church from the earliest times. And to 
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prove to you, how fullj aware the enemiea 
of the truth are, that it is a choice cabinet 
enclosing the gem of the Holy Trinity, the 
Arians, within 300 years of Christ's death, 
tried, but in vain, to have it altered thus 
— " Glory be to the Father, through the 
Son, in the Holy Ghost," 

After that the mind has been thus 
abased in lowly penitence, and carried up 
to heaven in fervent praise, the congre- 
gation called on to hear the word of 
God. Never let the minister commence, 
without your offering up a secret request 
to God, to give you grace to profit by 
the word, "Take heed how ye hear^" 
Consider the Lord, as speaking in His own 
oracles ! and you will always hear with ad- 
vantage. The lessons are so arranged, that 
the Old Testament is read through once 
in the year : the New, three times. The 
subjects are chosen, with reference to the 
holy seasons ; so that the predictions of 
the evangelical prophet, Isaiah, are read in 

^ Luke viii. 18. 
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course before the festival of Christ's birth. 
And immediately before Lent, the fall and 
corruption of man, and the judgments of 
God against the impenitent, recorded in 
the book of Genesis, are recited, as a so- 
lemn warning. Those portions for Saints' 
days, and other holy seasons, as well as 
the proper Psalms, show how deeply, and 
wisely, the edifying of the congregation 
was fixed in the Reformers' minds. 

After the reading of the first lesson, that 
hymn of praise is offered up, which is said 
to have been composed by St. Ambrose, 
on occasion of the conversion of St. Au- 
gustine, and first used at his baptism. The 
former part of the hymn (for the three di- 
visions should be marked) is an act of de- 
vout praise. The second part begins at 
that verse — " The Holy Ghost, throughout 
all the world, doth acknowledge Thee ;" 
and is an act of faith. The third portion, 
in consideration of our being redeemed 
with Christ's precious blood, properly con- 
cludes with prayer for our being numbered 
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among the . saints of God ; for our being 
governed and lifted up ; for mercy to lighten 
(or eome down) upon us from Him, in whom 
we have trusted. How sublimely are all 
the servants of God brought before us in 
the act of joyful worship ! The whole 
earth, the angels, the cherub host, the 
throng of seraphs, the glorified Apostles, 
the train of Prophets, the army of Martyrs, 
the Church throughout the universe— are, 
by fedth, seen bowing before the Father, 
Son, and Spirit. To us, poor ransomed 
sinners, is that part of the hymn most dear, 
which reminds us of Christ — now indeed 
the enthroned King of Glory ; once, taking 
on him human natiu*e in the womb of the 
blessed virgin; enduring, overcoming the 
sharpness of death, opening the gates of 
heaven to all believers, and returning again 
in the clouds to be our Judge. 
. The next hymn, " all ye works of the 
Lord," is not often used ; but, it would be 
ei^cially applicable on those days, when 
the work of creation is described in the 

c5 
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first chapter of Genesis ; and on the rescue 
from the flames, of Shadrach, and his £edth- 
ful brethren, by whom, the Jewish Chnrch, 
using it in their liturgy, believed it to have 
been composed. 

The second lesson having been read, is 
followed, either by the hymn of Zacharias, 
giving thanks for the Gospel of peace, for 
the mighty, the promised salvation, the 
tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
day-spring from on high hath visited us : 
or, that Psalm is used, which inculcates 
joyfulness in devotion ; serving the Lord, 
not with the heaviness of gloom, but with 
gladness and thankfidness, and speaking 
good of His name. 

" Faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing, 
by the word of God ^" What place, then, 
so proper for professing our faith, as after 
listening to, and hiding in our hearts, the 
treasures of God's revealed truth ! Each 
declares aloud his faith. It is not thus 

' Rom. X. 17. 
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— we believe ; but, as " without fidth it is 
impossible to please Gk)d V' every one doth 
profess — " / believe in God the Father ;" 
and so on throughout. 

This is called the Apostles' Creed. It 
was probably for the most part, either 
drawn up by the Apostles themselves ; or, 
by those who learned the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, at their lips. And it is a reverent 
and ancient custom, observed by the con- 
gregation, to turn to the East when the 
Creed is repeated, and to worship at the 
name of Jesus. The primitive Church be- 
lieved, that the next coming of the Son of 
Man to perfect His kingdom, would be in 
that quarter of the heavens. And thus, 
looking for " the Sun of Righteousness aris- 
ing with healing on his wings ^," mingled 
their faith and devotion. Nor are we 
without a divine command, spiritual indeed 
in design, but not without reference to 
external adoration, that "at the name of 
Jesus, every knee should bow ^T 

^ Heb. xi. 6. ' Mai. iv. 2. ' Phil. ii. 10. 
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The Creed, commonly called that of St. 
Athanasius, is occasionally substituted for 
the Apostles' Creed. But it is so called, 
rather from the upholding of the Divine 
truth, for which this good Bishop of Alex- 
andria suffered so much, than from his 
being the author. Hilary a Bishop of 
France, is more correctly supposed to have 
drawn it up : not intending the Creed as 
an explanation, but a formal assertion of 
those great doctrines which belong to the 
salvation of man. As to what are called 
the damnatory clauses being objected to, 
we may as well presume to find fault with 
our Saviour ; who pronounces in the plain- 
est, and most emphatic manner — " He that 
believeth not, shall be damned ^" 

The attitude of supplication is now re- 
sumed, the minister and the congregation 
haying reciprocally implored the grace of 
the Lord to be with each other in spirit. 
Brethren, let not these be words of form. 

* Mark xvi. 16. 
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Let your prayers be fervent for us, that we 
may bear your souls on our bosom before 
the great High Priest ; that we may not 
merely read the prayers, but so pray with 
you, and for you, that the fire of devotion 
may ever be effectually kindled to the 
glory ^f the Lord, in the sanctuary of our 
God. 

We return to the throne of grace with 
the Lord's Prayer in our lips, as most 
proper for resuming our worship : and as 
being a compendium of those desires, which 
we are about to present, more minutely, 
to the hands of our great Advocate. And, 
perhaps, the little verses, alternately ut- 
tered, are intended, in the same spirit, as 
guides to the general subjects of interces- 
sion for ourselves and others. In these is 
mercy sought for all, and salvation for the 
X^ord's people ; and blessing on the rulers 
ordfuned of God, over the nation ; grace on 
the ministers of the Church ; peace in our 
days ; a clean heart desired, and the all- 
consecrating presence of the Spirit of God. 
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Next follow the Collects : a tenn im- 
plpng the sense of a Qertain portion of 
God's word, collected into a short prayer. 
Ofiten in these most remarkable composi- 
tions, does the title, by which Grod is ad- 
dressed, beautifully harmonize with the 
substance of condensed piety in the prayer. 
They are, with very few exceptions, taken 
from a liturgy in use about 560 years after 
the death of Christ. The one now before 
us, is for peace ; and God is addressed, as 
the Author of peace and lover of concord, 
" Whom truly to know, is everlasting life." 
His service, instead of being considered a 
harsh bondage, is pronounced " perfect 
freedom." " I will run the way of thy 
commandments^ when thou hast se|^ me at 
liberty," is ever the language of tnie piety. 
— Nor is the next Collect, for Grace, less 
striking. We approach God as a " Hea- 
venly Father, almighty and everlasting;" 
acknowledging his protection to the pre- 
sent moment ; desiring to be kept from sin 
within our souls, and from danger to the 
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body ; and entreating, that Grod would 
order our doings bj His governance, that 
we may do what is righteous in His sight. 
This, and every prayer which is not di- 
rectly oflfered to the Son, is placed in His 
hands to be purged from defilement. Yea, 
every prayer is tendered through Jesus 
Christ contemplated as Saviour, Advocate, 
Mediator, or Intercessor — ^all reminding us, 
that " no man cometh unto the Father but 
by Him ':' 

It may be needfiil here to remark, that 
the Morning Service was used distinct 
from the Litany till the time of the Resto- 
ration. So it now is in our Cathedrals. 
But in Parish Churches, when the Litany 
is not appointed to be used, then the mi- 
nister proceeds to that fine prayer for our 
King, taken from the ancient Liturgy of 
Gregory. Christians, sensible of the diflS- 
culty of their rulers' situation, should com- 
mend them to God, the King of kings, 

^ John xiv. 16. 
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and Lord of lords ; praying for them and 
all the Royal family, that they may be re- 
plenished with grace, and finally brought 
to the everlasting kingdom. Nor let your 
prayers be wanting for all Bishops, and 
Curates of souls — that the healthful Spirit 
of grace, and the dew of His blessing, may 
descend on them, and on all committed 
to their charge. 

In order to supply the absence of the 
Litany, Bishop Sanderson compiled that 
amazing digest of intercession, " O God 
the Creator and Preserver," &c. and I pray 
you, mark, how devoutly remembered are 
all sorts and conditions of men. For the 
heathen (ignorant of the Lord that bought 
them) we desire, that Christ's " way may 
be known upon earth ; His saving health 
among all nations \" Mark how charita- 
bly the prayer ascends in behalf of the 
Church, for a spirit of unity, peace, and 
righteousness, to descend on all who pro- 

^ Psalm Ixvii. 2. 
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fe3S and call themselves Christians : and 
how the wants of all, in mind, body, and 
estate, are presented before God ! The 
selfishness of our nature would represent 
intercession, a dull duty : but never is the 
heart in a more truly Christian frame, than 
when, in humble imitation of our great 
High Priest, we are affectionately engaged 
in prayer for the children of men. 

That the Council of Parliament may be 
directed, that seasons of storm, and war, 
and sickness, may be averted, does our 
Church next send forth her voice. And, 
drawing to a conclusion, she blesses the 
Father of all mercies, for creating and pre- 
serving goodness ; for redeeming, and sane- 
tifying grace — beseeching, that a due sense 
of the mercy of God may be granted us, 
and that by our lives, as well as with our 
lips, we may show forth God's praise in 
Christ Jesus. A beautiful prayer by St. 
Chrysostom, the holy Bishop of Constanti- 
nople addressed to our Saviour, as God, 
sums up our requests, in the hope of his 
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fulfilling the promise of being present 
" where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his name ^ :" and the grace of the 
Saviour, the love of the Father, and the 
Sanctifier's fellowship, being invoked, we 
may hope for that peace which passeth all 
understanding. 



I must now briefly mention the Even- 
ing Service ; which differs little from the 
morning, save in the selection of the 
hynms, and the two Collects, But can 
we omit to notice a tranquil spirit ^ which 
seems to breathe through these. In the 
morning, zeal and faithfulness and vigour 
seem implied, in those desires for strength 
against the assaults of our enemies, in 
fighting the good fight of faith. But when 
the battle of the day is fought, and the 
shades of evening are drawn around us, 

* Matt, xviii. 20. 

^ Vide Bishop Jebb's Sermons on the Liturgy. 
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how softly does the virgin's gentle hymn 
fall on the ear, rejoicing in God her Sa- 
viour, for regarding the lowliness of His 
handmaiden, and exalting the humble and 
meek ! How soothing to the wearied 
heart, are the breathings of aged Simeon, 
that he may depart in peace — ^his eyes 
having seen the salvation of the Lord. 
And, in a kindred tone, do we pray the 
Giver of all holy desires, good counsels, 
and just works, to bestow that peace, which 
the world cannot give ; and to grant, that 
we may pass our time in rest and quiet- 
ness ; and that the Lord would lighten the 
darkness of our hearts, and preserve us 
from all perils and dangers of the night. 

We pass on to the last subject of this 
evening— the Litany. But, what a subject 
for religious study! The word. Litany, 
means earnest supplication. The mixed 
character of the prayer, which regards the 
Priest interceding, and the people re- 
sponding, is derived from the usage of the 
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first Christians. The substance of this 
service is taken from that of Gregory Bi- 
shop of Rome, (a. d. 590) who formed the 
Litany for that Church, from a carefdl 
collation of all such devotions previously 
in use. 

The Litany was wont to be said in pro- 
cessions — of the priest and people ; but was 
ordered, as celebrated by us, at the time 
of our Reformation. It was appointed for 
use on Sunday ; arid on every Wednesday 
and Friday, these two latter days marking 
the betrayal, and crucifixion of Christ ; but 
little observed in our days by the congre- 
gation. I particularly beg your attention 
to the divisions of the Litany. 

I. The Invocation : wherein we address 
separately, and then jointly, the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost — calling to mindi 
the special work of each Divine Person ii/ 
our salvation ; and desiring mercy for our-^-^ 
selves as miserable sinners. 

The second portion is called the Depre" 
cation^ or prayer against evil. How humble. 
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and earnest, is that tone of piety, which 
beseeches Christ, as God, not . to remember 
our offences, nor those of our forefathers ; 
but, to spare us, and be not angry, for ever, 
with those whom He has redeemed with 
His most precious blood. 

Sin, is the first thing prayed against, as 
the greatest of evils ; leading, assuredly, if 
not repented, to God's wrath, and everlast- 
ing danmation. How is sin traced, in all 
the deep association of worship, through 
blindness of heart, the inward wickedness 
of a corrupt disposition, the hidden passions 
of pride, vain-glory, envy, and uncharita- 
bleness. 

Next, the outward train of open vices, 
lying in wait to ensnare — ^the grosser de- 
sires of animal appetite, and every deceit 
of the world, and the flesh, and the tempter. 
Nor till these our greatest dangers have 
been warded off by the shield of humble 
supplication, do we suffer the mind, to 
think of external peril from storm, disease, 
and suddenness of death. Then does the 
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mind range from private dangers, to public 
insecurity arising from sedition and rebel- 
lion ; to the injury of the Church from false 
doctrine, heresy of faith, and separation 
from her communion or schism. 

I beseech you, says St. Paul, *' by the 
mercies of God ; and by the meekness of 
Christ." Thus the Church addressing her 
Saviour, reminds Him, of all his sorrows 
in humiliating succession: His assuming 
our low nature, His subjection to the law 
in circumcision. His baptism by the hand 
of His forerunner. His days of fasting and 
temptation. Npw, in a deeply mysterious 
prostration of soul, we set before the glori- 
fied Saviour, His agony in the garden ; His 
atoning sacrifice on the cross ; His tremen- 
dous death, and burial in the sealed sepul- 
chre ; then, rising on the wing of joy, we 
celebrate His glorious resurrection from 
the dead. His ascension to heaven, and 
mission of the Holy Spirit; and in virtue 
of all these tokens of love, we intreat, froin 
the heart, our good Lord to deliver us. 

15 
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But when ? in all time of our trouble ; in 
ease and prosperity as full of danger ; in 
the moment of quitting this world for ano- 
ther state ; and in that hour, when sentence 
of bliss or woe unutterable, is to be for ever 
passed. This passage, considered among 
human compositions, is, perhaps, the sub- 
limest combination of solemn and affecting 
thoughts ever presented to the mind ; ex- 
citing all our hopes and fears, connected 
with the varied trials of life, and carrying 
the devout imagination through the ordeal 
of the grave, to the tribunal of man's final 
destiny. 

The third portion of the Litany is irUer- 

cessort/. The sovereign of the land, and 

all invested with rank and authority from 

kim ; the pastors of the Chiu*ch, in their 

Apostolic orders, the dispensers of justice, 

i.the people of God in general, peace foreign 

t and domestic*— all this is placed before the 

notice of our good Lord, by us, beseeching 

aHim to hear us. 

-:i And next, observe, an interesting tran- 
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sition from temporal to spiritual matters, i 
A heart, influenced by the love and fear of 
God, and inclined to live diligently accord- 
ing to the commandment — ^thus is classed,! 
perhaps, one description of Christians. But, 
another, seeking to bring forth sixty, yea 
ian hundred fold, is not satisfied without? 
" increase of grace ;" hearing the word meekly ,*: 
receiving it with pure affection ; and bringing 
forth the fruits of the Spirit. Other pro- 
fessing disciples have gone astray and bee^ 
deceived. Some are weak, though sincere. 
Others have fallen. And all these are re- 
spectively prayed for — that they may be 
brought back, strengthened, comforted, 
helped, as each has need ; and that SatUn 
may finally be triumphed over. 

And now, the vicissitudes of life present, 
themselves, and the soul of the worshipper^ 
is carried out into yearnings for the sorrow-^^ 
ful and needy ; the traveller by land or by; 
water ; the mother, whose hour is come ; ' 
the sick man or woman ; the young child ; 
the prisoner ; the captive abroad ; th^ or-, 
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phan ; the mdow ; the desolate ; the op- 
presBed — and lest a soul should be for- 
gotten^ — ^in the fulness of a love, resem- 
Ming the love of God, the Church exclaims, 
" Have mercy upon all men."' Yea, as if 
puHidy to declare, that in our hearts we 
bear enmity against none, we pray God to 
forgive those who have ever done us wrong ; 
and entreat Him to bestow on His people, 
all things needful for their earthly support. 
And the whole is summed up in prayer, for 
the ^t of repentance ; a full pardon for 
all that has been amiss in us ; and grace to 
amend our lives, in accordance with God's 
holy word. 

Then, is the Lamb of God, (who taketh 
away sin, not partially, but the sin of the 
wbole world,) besought for His mercy : and 
ai the Litany began, so does it conclude, 
vnfAi an acknowledgment of the blessed 
Trinity ; the Father, Christ, and the Spirit, 
b^br^ invoked to have mercy upon us. 

IV; The portion from this to the end, 
}& '^occupied by prayer for the Church in 
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her troubles. And when has the Church 
been free, from persecution of some kind ? 
from the days, when these supplications 
were prepared against the Gothic invaders, 
to the present hour, — when cold indiffer- 
ence, secret opposition, pretended attach- 
ment, and open defiance, assail her on every 
side. This division is consecrated by the 
use of Christ's prayer, which in our minds 
we should always so apply, as to bear upon 
the different parts J the service, 4ith 
which it is connected. We entreat ** Our 
Father," not to deal with us as our sins 
have deserved, but (as a Grod, who despis- 
eth not the sorrow and sighing of the con- 
trite heart) to assist us in our prayers 
under every trial, and to bring to nought 
the evils of all our spiritual enemies ; and 
to grant, that in the bosom of His ever de- 
fended Church, we may serve Him with 
thankfulness in Christ. 

Like the Psalmist of old, and in his 
words, we call upon God to arise, as in the 
ancient days, for our rescue. We ascribe 
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glory on high, in remembrance of all His 
mighty interposition for His Church. We 
supplicate Him to be gracious, and full of 
pity and &vour towards the sorrows of our 
hearts. We renew the cry for mercy. We 
avow our trust in God only ; and we con- 
clude with a strong expression of our sense 
of infirmity, confessing that we are not 
worthy to escape the judgments due to our 
sins ; but, seeking strength where alone 
strength can be obtained, for the trials that 
may yet lie unseen before us ; and praying 
that we may, under all our discourage- 
ments, preserve a pure life dedicated to the 
glory and honour of God, in Jesus Christ 
our only Mediator and Advocate. 



Is this the Liturgy, that some in the 
present day are so anxious to see revised, 
and amended f Is this the Liturgy, that 
many complain of, as being too long ? Ra- 
t£^, instead of presuming to pass our 
hasty censures on so ancient and hallowed 

d2 



52 MOENING AND 

a form of devotion, let us humbly try our* 
selves by its divine principles. Dreadful 
indeed is the thought of any persons taking 
such vrords of humiliation and praise, sup-^ 
plication, and intercession, into the lips, 
while the " heart is not right in the sight of 
God *." If there be any who have this day 
trespassed on God's mercy thus far, let a 
speedy repentance bring them in faith to 
the foot of the cross ; and henceforth let 
their prayer be their rule of life. 

But have those of us who profess to be 
seeking salvation, applied the words with 
sincerity to our souls. Did we feel con- 
viction of sin, when we prayed for mercy, 
as "miserable offenders?" Did we take 
comfort in the assurance of remitted sin ? 
Have we brought home to the heart, the 
atonement of Christ, when we cried to him 
as " the Lamb of God T Is the Holy Spirit 
welcomed by us, after praying for increase 
of grace ? Are we resolved on devout 
study of the Scriptures, after the petition 

* Acts viii. 21. 
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has been presented to God, that we may 
receive the word with pure affection ? Can 
enmity rankle in the bosom of one, who 
has besought pardon for our enemies, per- 
secutors, and slanderers ? Does heaven 
seem a livelier object of hope to those, 
who have desired that " at the last, we may 
come to God's eternal joy ?" 

What repentance should be found in us, 
after calling upon God for new and contrite 
hearts ! How should faith become brighter, 
and warmer, in those who have bowed be- 
fore the Father as Almighty, everlasting, 
the Author of peace, whose nature and pro- 
perty is, ever to have mercy and to forgive ! 
And how should faith kindle towards the 
Son, whom we have invoked by His agony, 
His death, burial, resurrection, and ascenr 
sion ! Towards the Spirit, should the heart 
no less be lifted up, to whom, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, we have 
offered prayer for His unfailing compas- 
sion, as miserable sinners ! How should 
our charity diffuse itself throughout the 
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whole body of professing disciples in the 
Church ! 

Thus let us ever pour out our hearts 
before Him, for God is our hope. Wonder- 
ful art Thou, O God, in Thy holy places, 
even the God of Israel. Thou wilt give 
strength and power unto Thy people. 
Blessed be God ' ! 

* Psalm Ixviii. 35. 
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1 John i. 8, 9. 

" IP WE SAX THAT WB HAVE NO SIN, WE DECEIVE 
OURSELVES AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN US. IF WE 
CONFESS OUR SINS, HE IS FAITHFUL, AND JUST TO 
FORGIVE US OUR SINS, AND TO CLEANSE US FROM 
ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS." 

It has already been stated, that the service 
for the Lord's Supper, was the first which 
was prepared in English, and used by our 
Church, at the Reformation. Compared 
with the Roman missal it differs much from 
that Formulary. It is, indeed, grounded 
upon the ancient devotional of Sarum; 
which, being derived from some of the 
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earliest Liturgies^ came into use in the 
reign of William the Conqueror. 

Every one should carefully read the Ru- 
brics — those occasional directions printed 
in a smaller type : which, being once in 
red letters, gave the name of Rubric, fo 
that before the Communion Service, you 
will notice the painful, but imperative, 
duty devolving on the Minister, of refusing 
to receive any person at this Sacrament, 
whose life contradicts his Christian profes- 
sion. You will observe also, that the Com« 
municants are required, on some previous 
day, to give notice to the Minister, of their 
intention to be present at this Sacrament. 
This may not be necessary, where the 
Communion is frequent, and the attendance 
regular. But thus far, it is desirable that 
the rule should be observed — that no one 
should ever offer himself at the Lor.d'e 
table, for the first time, without the previ- 
ous sanction of the Minister. If there 
exist not this confidential communion of 
mind, between the ministering servants of 
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God, and the members of Christ's Church, 
we may be readers and preachers ; but are 
hardly to be accounted Pastors, under the 
great Shepherd of souls. 
; The name of Altar was applied to the 
Communion Table during the first three 
centuries by Christian writers ; and it was 
so designated in the first service book of 
King Edward the Sixth. But the term 
itself is inmiaterial, since this Sacrament is 
eo^idered by the Church as a Spiritual 
SiEwrifice of Commemoration,— conveying 
to the soul of the believer, the highest be- 
nefits of Divine Grace. 

The Communion Service consists of three 
parts: — 

1. That portion shall be noticed, which 
is used as separated from the rest ; since 
the custom ceased ofcelebrating the Lord's 
Slipper on every Sunday, and other Festi- 
vals of the Church. In the Cathedrals, how- 
ever, (the mother churches of the diocese,) 
ihii^ part of the Conmiunion office is still 
Wely severed jfrom the rest of the service. 
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Let us remember that; the Apostles and 
first Christians received the Commmiion 
daily; that, in the primitive Church, the 
Lord's Supper was the ch^f object of a 
congregation assembling ; and that it was 
considered essential to the completeness 
of divine service. Must we not fed that 
we are either insincere in profesBug our 
belief of great advantages flowing from, a 
participation thereof, or should we not 
endeavour to restore, under the sanction of 
authority, the observance of a more fre- 
4}uent, ifnoU weekly ConMUunion? 

The service in the primitive Church, as 
in ours, began with the Lord's Prayer : and 
St. Jerome, not quite 400 years after Christ, 
in reference to this usage, applies the 
words " Give us this day our daily bread," 
to the holy sustenance for the soul, pro- 
vided in the Spiritual Sacrifice. A prayer 
-follows, valuable at all times, but especially 
when preparing to receive ^^ Christ and his 
life ^ " in our hearts, by faith. A prayer, 

* Hooker. 
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that our inmost thoughts may be cleansed 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit ; to the 
end that we may perfectly love God, and 
worthily magnify his holy name, through 
Jestis Christ our Lord. 

Never, perhaps, was there a more beauti- 
ful illustration of the doctrine — "the law was 
a schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ V 
than the position of the ten Commandments, 
in the Communion service. The Law conti- 
nues to be to us, though not a covenant of 
works, yet a rule of life, a standard of holi- 
ness ; when taken in the length and breadth, 
enforced and exemplified by our Saviour. 
And the summary of God's will in the Ten 
Commandments is now read aloud, in order 
that all, examining themselves by the spi- 
ritual meaning of each, may seek mercy for 
pa««t transgressions, and obtain grace, in- 
clining our minds — to keep the will of God, 
and to desire continually that all his Laws 
may be written in our hearts. 

We shall answer the intention of the 

' Gal. iii. 24. 
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Churcli best, if we turn the reading of 
these Commandments spoken from Heaven 
by God, into heads of self examination ; by 
viewing them in that spiritual light, which 
He reflected on them, who " came not to 
destroy the Law, but to fulfil ^" 

1. "Thou shalt have none other Gods 
but me." Thus did God begin to speak 
these words. From the voice of God, him- 
self, we learn, that he " knoweth of none 
other God than himself ^" Now unless we 
understand something of the very corrupt 
state of the human heart, we are ready to 
imagine, that if we had even broken all the 
other nine commandments, by the most 
flagrant disobedience, at least, we are not 
guilty under this head. Beware ! lest thy 
boasting be built on a wrong foundation^ 

You have never saidy like the fool, " there 
is no God ^:" but have you never had any 
doubts ? You have never indulged thoee 
vain dreams of "philosophy, falsely so 

' Matt. V. 17. ' Is. Ivi. 8. ' Pb. xiv. 1. 



COMMUNION OraiOB. 6 1 

called," which represent all things as hav^. 
ing existed from eternity, as they are : but 
have you never listened to beguiling theo- 
ries of materialism? have you never acted, 
as if, practically, there were no moral Go- 
vernor to frown on your evil doings ? 

Men, who profess to believe in God, deny 
Him in their works, when they are guilty of 
actions, onJh/ before Him^ from the commis- 
sion of which, the quick eye of a child 
would affright them. We practically deny 
God, when we attribute our talents, our 
success, situation in life, safety, or know- 
ledge to ourselves, instead of God, How 
often do we hear from the lips of those, 
who ought to have learned better lessons 
in the school of Christ— of good luck, of 
6uch a person being fortunate, of mere 
chance ! Too frequently is there no refer- 
ence, open or secret, to the government of 
the world by God. It is thought either 
beyond his attention, or beneath his dig- 
nity, to give heed to our concerns : whereas 
his blessed Son hath declared, that " not a 
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sparrow can fall to the ground without 
Him ; and that the Tery hairs of our head 
are all numbered ^^ 

The world claims, on too many occasions, 
a deference to its arbitrary decrees, which 
is not so readily conceded to the Lord of 
all. For have we not marked a conflict 
within ourselves or others ? Present duty 
is on one side ; pleasure or gain on the 
other : there is a struggle for the mastery. 
Our salvation is implicated: and when 
Faith should come forward and give the 
victory, some deceitful plea is taken up for 
being false to our master's interests ; we 
turn from him that loved us to the death, 
and league with a world, hastening to ruin. 

What will be thought and said of me, if 
I do not join in such an amusement (which 
the spirit of the Gospel condemns, as ill 
suiting the self-denying life of a Christian). 
What remarks will be made, if our houBes, 
and dress, and furniture are not of a superior 
quality ! Our means, perhaps, are not equal 

^ Luke xii. 6. 
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to a better appearance ; but to be singular, to 
be ridiculed, or despised, is painful beyond 
the endurance of flesh and blood. Bear me 
witness, that these and similar earthly mo- 
tives rule the mind, when the only question 
for one, who bears the vows of Jesus on the 
soul, should be. How shall I be pleasing 
Gk)d? And thus do we move, or remain 
still, think, act, and speak at the signal of 
worms, like ourselves. We live forgetful 
that we are bound, at the risk of damna- 
ti<m, to " glorify God in our bodies and our 
S{Hrits, which are His ^;'* we go on heedless 
of the Divine Command — " Whatsoever ye 
do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ^" Now if to be 
God — imply the right of entire dominion 
over the spirits of His creatures, and if we 
have paid submission to the world, which 
we have refused to render unto the Lord 
Jehovah, then we have, in Jact, acknow- 
ledged a god of this world for our god. 
It does not signify what we may profess in 

* 1 Cor. vi. 20. * Col. iii. 17. 
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words ; " God looketh at the heart * ;*' and 
whiensoever, from our youth up even until' 
now, we have loved or feared, trusted ot 
rejoiced in anything more than in God^ 
we have avowed — ^there is one, which 1^ 
more weight with me than Jehovah:- 
there is another god, whose kingdc^n iis 
powerful within me; and that god hai^ 
been my god. 

Let us pray, that the Holy Spirit may 
convict each one of us; and that discern- 
ing, what our particular offences may have' 
been, we may, not in mere form, but ia 
sincerity of soul, petition, "Lord have^ 
mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this Law." 

2. The first commandment declares th€^ 
existence of one God : the second required- 
us to worship God, by faith, in spirit and 
in truth. Grievous it is to reflect, that ao^ 
cording to the prophecy. Christians should 
be found bowing down before images o# 

» 1 Sam. xvi. 7. ' " 
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wood and stone. And although by a re*- 
fiuement of explanation, men may affirm, 
that bowing down with adoration^ is not 
paying reUgious worship to the image— 
sirjfficient will it be for us, sitting in simpli- 
city at the feet of Jesus, to think it a sin, 
to form my supposed likeness of the Lord, 
in order that we may bend the body before 
the workmanship of man. 

But are we clear from other modes of 
breaking this commandment ? Many are 
the uHsoriptural methods of making peace 
between God and the soul. We may be 
resting so much on our repentance, as to 
forget the foundation of atonement in 
Christ. Or, again, we may be expecting 
forgiveness, without deep humiliation for 
sin ; and without bringing forth the fruits 
of the Spirit. We may, by searching, re- 
coil most unworthy notions of God. Have 
TW joever, in imagination, profanely blamed 
Wm as partial, in withholding from w, 
what He hath given to others ? Have we 
never, in our presumption, thought it hard, 
that we should be in sickness or trouble. 
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when the current of another's li£3 seemed 
running smoothly ? Have we never dared 
to judge Him, as severe, in punishing our 
sins, and letting not His anger cease from 
us? 

Hath not God appeared to our rebellious 
spirits, a breaker of His promises, in not 
answering prayer according to our desiies ? 
and have we not, sometimes, presumed to 
doubt His care and direction in the events 
of our life, when our course has not been 
exactly ordered as we would have desired. 
Has He not by some, been pictured as so 
stem a God, that the poor penitent has 
been scared into a state of distraction ? or, 
by others, as so easy and indulgent, that 
sin, whether mourned or not, shall be washed 
away, as a matter of course, by the Uood of 
Christ. Some are driven from the enjoy* 
ment of piety, by the fear of being thought 
Qver*righteous : as if we could love Him too 
much, " that spared not His own Son ^ " to 
die for us ! Others do not worship Him with 
that godly reverence, due from the ran- 

^ Rom. viii. 32. 
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somed sinner to the God of all mercy. Too 
many, in addressing themselves to God, do 
not kneel : but use the careless tone, and 
the familiar posture of the body, employed 
when conversing on subjects of compara- 
tive indiflference. 

When we consider that the reason for 
idolatry being forbidden is, that our afiec- 
tions towards the God of heaven may not 
be debased by any earthly associations 
tending to his dishonour, how can any 
one of us escape the charge of having, in 
some way, provoked our God, jealous of his 
glory ? And with what feelings of shame, 
onght we to turn unto Him, and entreat 
His forgiveness, before whom angels veil 
their eyes ! 

3. The third commandment forbids our 
taking the name of God in vain. How 
aire we to reconcile this received law of 
fiteavi^ with the awfiil practice of cursing 
md swearing heard around us ! The habit 
Ib so eommon^ that, in foreign countries, 
nx& ^ a byword among the people." 
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Strange, that even they who have received 
the highest education, and walk among 
the more refined circles of society, should 
countenance so depraved a custom. Con^ 
versation is, alas ! perverted and defiled by 
the frequent and profane repeating of God's 
name, ofttimes in connection with endless 
torment. In more humble life, men, yes 
and women too, are to be heard, uttering 
the most awftd imprecations on themselves 
if what they assert is not true ; and calling 
down curses—on occasions the most trivial. 
Is it not painful to reflect, that good maoh 
ners shall, on some occasions, produce a 
check, where Religion fails in exiting its 
holy influence ? 

But while we judge others, judge we 
ourselves. We acknowledge, that to use 
the name of God with all reverence of the 
outward man, and adoration of soul, is one 
of the main guards of religion. And, that 
this command comprehensively indudea^ 
under the use of the name of God, all that 
belongs to His holy word and sacrament^ 
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and ordinances^ and ministers. How then 
can we answer it before God, for joining 
in the prayers with our lips, while the heart 
is fer from Him ? Which of us, ti^s very 
day, has not again and again, in our prayers, 
called upon God, with cries for pardon, or 
grace; professing sorrow for sin, or deep 
gratitude for mercies, while the temple of 
the heart was crowded with the things of 
this world ? Nothing is more humiliating 
to a Christian mind, than, on recovering 
from these indevout slumbers, to reflect on 
what has been passing within. How ago- 
nizing to a sensitive conscience, to find the 
sounds, God, Christ, the Spirit, the mighty 
subjects of salvation, and eternal fire, not 
yet ceasing on the ear, while no responsive 
fiseling of devotion has been awakened 
within us ! How often, even with earnest* 
ness of voice and manner, have we found 
ourselves uttering prayers for grace, while 
ire were careless whether they were heard 
or not ! Sins confessed in word, but no 
penitence felt ! Thanksgiving rendered. 
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but no gratitude kindled ! Which amongst 
US can be so ignorant of himself as not to 
acknowledge these things to be true ? Can 
we expect that God will vouchsafe bxl iin- 
swer to prayers, which have been offered 
with indifference ? Would we in this spirit 
ask a favour from an earthly monarch ? 

Beware of justifying ourselves, when " in 
thy sight no man living can be justified ^" 
Rather, cast our burden of guilt at the foot 
of the cross, and implore with the humbled 
publican in the parable, " God ! be merciful 
to me a sinner ^" 

4. The fourth Commandment begins in 
a remarkable manner — Hemember^th&t thou 
keep holy the sabbath day :" as if the pre- 
cept had been from the beginning ; and as 
if man were likely to forget : and the reason 
for its observance is given, in God's ceasing 
from the works of creation on that day. 
The command was newly enforced, when 
Israel was rescued from the captivity <rf 

** Ps. cxliii. 2. ^ Luke xviii. 13. 
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Egypt. And the " Lord of the sabbath/' 
still keeping up the portion of time in each 
week, a seventh, ordained the first day in 
the stead of the last, to be observed by 
ffis fbUowers, on hoUer ground— namely 
His rising from the dead, and redeeming 
man from the captivity of Satan. 

But, ^Hhe sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the sabbath \" cries one ; 
aad imagines, by this text misapplied, to 
sereen himself from the charge of desecrat- 
ing the sacred festival. He hopes, by the 
perverted word of God, to justify his not 
Altering God's sanctuary at all, on the sab- 
bath. Or he is satisfied with coming only 
0ifux to Church ; as if God had said, ^' Re- 
member that thou keep holy hcJfqfifie sab* 
both dayr While some, who have been 
zealous, all the week, in the service of the 
world, think that they have purchased a 
right to neglect God, because they have 
served themselves : and lo ! the day is spent 

* Mark ii. 27. 
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in idleness, by these ; by some, in a con- 
tinuation of their trade or employment ; 
by others, in meeting for unprofitable, and 
often polluting amusements. We would 
not bear hard on those who are encum«« 
bered with families ; or others, worn down 
by harassing occupation during the week. 
But I do avow my belief before Grod, that 
by a proper arrangement of time, the soul 
can be edified while yet the body is re- 
freshed : the soul may be trained for hea- 
ven, on Christ's own day, without infnng- 
ing on (nay rather with hallowing of) such 
recreation to the body, as would be a real 
blessing to body and soul. But, what can 
excuse the habit, on the Lord's day, of buy- 
ing and selling, or indulging in such excur- 
sions, as to prevent the possibility of wor- 
shipping God? Is it not a melancholy 
sight, to cast one's eyes around, and be- 
hold the pews in many cases empty, and 
see that there is still room, while thou- 
sands around are dishonouring the day of 
holy rest ? Many, it is to be feared, fill 
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X^ the length of the sabbath, tiresome to 
them, with mimeaning visits. Some have 
qpent the Saturday evening (which the pri- 
llitive Christians looked on, almost, as part 
Qf the Lord's day) either at some public 
f^ibition^ or in so improper a manner, 
otherwise, that their late hour of rising, 
j^^ents their appearance at the morning 
f^rvice ! In so doing, they hurt not them- 
il^lves alone. Children and servants fail 
QOt to. mark the inconsistency herein ; and 
l^am to think, that religion is a solemn 
^x>fession, that may be taken up, or laid 
^^wn^ at our convenience. 
; Leave others now, and let us turn more 
(;]i<06ely to inspect ourselves. We, at least, 
by our appearance on this " holy ground," 
%re avowing an outward reverence for the 

Lord's day. 

.. 3«t, when we come within the sacred 
walls, do we always recollect, that the Lord 
Xesus is actually present in an especial 
mamner, " where two or three are gathered 

f : ; E 
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together in His name ^ ? " Have we pre- 
pared ourselves, by meditating — on our 
failings during the week, and on the mer- 
cies received from God. so as to apply the 
general expressions of the service to our- 
selves ? Have we let the week pass 
away, without any serious self-examination ? 
Have we striven to lay by, from the word 
of God, some motives in store against the 
trials of the ensuing week ? Have any of 
us come before God, merely in order to 
keep up a respectable appearance ? or, is it 
our hearty endeavour to be " in the spirit,** 
with St. John, on this dav, which should 
be to us, a type of heaven ? Do we avoid 
reading light books? Do we resolutely 
decline opening the journals of secular 
news ? Do we try, without assuming an 
artificial stiflftiess, to keep our minds free 
from worldly matters, and infuse into con- 
versation, an edifying and refreshing tone? 

* Matt, xviii. 20. 
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Is the care of the soidy the chief concern 
with us, both in and out of Church ? 



Such, are some of the proofs, not exter- 
nal only, which God requires of us, as faith- 
ful servants, taken into His household. 
That we should acknowledge Him, and let 
Him have supreme rule over our hearts, as 
the only God — that we reject all gross and 
unworthy conceptions of His Divine nature, 
and render Him spiritual service — that we 
should honour His name ; and with it, all 
that belongeth unto God — and that we 
should hallow His own day, by a devout 
observance of its privileged duties, both in 
our homes, and in the courts of the Lord's 
house. 

Brethren ! is it for His good, or for our 
own, that we are thus commanded ? What 
glory can the Most High derive from 
wretched services, such as we can offer ? Is 
it not painful — ^to the man most advanced 
in godliness, to consider how wanting are 

e2 
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all his duties ? Our very repentance needs 
repenting of. Our prayers for mercy, re- 
quire a new exercise of mercy, before they 
can reach the throne of heaven. These 
are probably the best offerings which we 
have to present ; and if these want forgive- 
ness, what shall become of our presumptu- 
ous sins ? How unworthy, in His sight, 
must appear all our actions done amid the 
confusion of a corrupt world ! How shall 
any one of us stand before the Judge ! 

If all be sinners, who then shall escape ? 
He shall obtain acceptance, that has 
mourned for his sins, before the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; he " shall be comforted K*" 
Whosoever hath sorrowed for sin, with 
godly sorrow, and fled for refuge, by faith, 
to the cross of his Saviour, his sins " shall 
not be mentioned unto him ^." The Spirit, 
by whose grace he has become a true be- 
liever, will not only calm his conscience in 
Christ, but cleanse him from all unrigh- 

* Matt. V. 2. » Ezek. xviii. 22. 
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teousness; will inspire him with hunger 
and thirst after holiness ; and, unless ob- 
stinately resisted, will " stablish, strengthen, 
settle'' him \ 

Be assured that a chief cause of our 
making so slow a progress in grace, is, that 
we have not commonly a suflSciently deep 
view of the corruptness of our hearts by 
nature. Hence, are some oflfended at the 
term sinner applied to their state. Hence, 
we do not value the atonement of our Lord 
on the cross, as devoutly as we ought ; and 
are not suflSciently in earnest about seeking 
the sanctifying energy of the holy Com- 
forter. When such a God, who gave His 
Son for our ransom, and His Spirit for our 
guide and purifier, calls on us to believe in 
Him, and to fear Him, and to love Him, 
shall we be slow to do this, in His ap- 
pointed way ? When He requires us to 
worship Him, to give Him thanks, to put 
our whole trust in Him, to honour His 
name and word, and to serve Him truly 

* 1 Pet. V. 10. 
£3 
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all the days of our life-^shall we talk of mo- 
rality being suflScient? of our beitig able to 
procure happiness by our own deserts ? of 
our not having done any harm ? of our not 
being afraid to give in our account ? Shall 
we open our mouth in such proud and blas- 
phemous defiance of the only Saviour; 
when Scripture declares, that " every mouth 
shall be stopped, and the whole world be- 
come guilty before God * V* 

O ! be merciful to yourselves, as Grod 
willeth to be merciful unto you. Trust, 
with all your heart, in His Son, to take 
away your guilt ; and in His Spirit, to make 
you partakers of a Divine nature. Strive 
to " be perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is perfect ^." And, when you 
have done all that was commanded you-^^t 
the last, with the eye of faith fixed on the 
ascended Jesus, be ready to say, " I am an 
unprofitable servant ^." " Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit *.** 

* Rom, iii. 19. * Matt v. 48. 

* Luke xvii. 10. * Acts vii. 59. 
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1 John i. 8, 9. 

" IF WE SAY THAT WE HAVE NO SIN, WE DECEIVE OUR- 
SELVES, AND THE TRUTH IS NOT IN US. IF WE 
CONFESS OUR SINS, HE IS FAITHFUL AND JUST TO 
FORGIVE US OUR SINS, AND TO CLEANSE US FROM 
ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.*' 

It has often been a mistake hurtfiil to the 
advance of the Gospel, and to the souls of 
men, to imagine that God may be served 
by halves. Some, who have been regular 
in their worship of the Lord, have thought 
themselves at liberty to relax in their duty 
to their fellow creatures. On the other 

E 4 
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hand, the moral man conceives that he 
may dispense with the observances of re- 
ligion, on the score of his being honest, 
friendly, and active. Thus, on the one 
side, a mistaken devotion is used as a cloak 
for uncharitableness or dishonestv : while 
on the other, integrity or benevolence, is 
made an excuse for the absence of piety. 
As if, the want of one grace could be 
atoned for, by the exercise of another ! As 
if, our best efforts did not require forgive- 
ness ! As if, irreligion could claim accept- 
ance, because unattended by fraud ; or 
injury and neglect towards others, expect 
remission, because found in a professing 
worshipper of God. We must not suffer 
ourselves to be thus deceived by the great 
enemy of souls. We must "watch and 
pray" against such ruinous deceits of Satan. 
Having set before you the spiritual in- 
terpretation of the first four Command- 
ments, containing our duty towards God, 
I pray the Lord to bless us, in considering 
the remaining six, as a means of discover- 
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ing the state of our hearts towards our 
neighbour. 

The laws of God comprise in a few words, 
those principles which enforce and regulate 
a regard for the life, the rights, the pro- 
perty, the character, of our fellow crea- 
tures : and the spirit of these laws consists 
in our doing to others, as we would have 
them do unto us. 

5. The fifth Commandment, which re- 
quires honour, paid to our parents, enjoins 
due respect, also, to our rulers in Church 
and State; the King, and all that bear autho- 
rity under him, as well as spiritual Pastors, 
and Masters; who may with propriety be 
called our civil and ecclesiastical parents. 

Now, on hearing this read from the Altar, 
every son, and daughter, who has not openly 
set a parent's authority at defiance, is at 
first inclined to maintain, * I am not aware 
of dishonouring my father or mother.' But 
'^the heart is deceitful above all things, and 

E 5 
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desperately wicked : who can know it ^ ?" 
Search and ascertain, whether we have-on 
every day of our lives, striven to reward a 
tender mother's watchfulness over the cra- 
dle, and her first lessons of in&nt jriety ? 
Have none of us made a father^s heart ache, 
by misapplying the advantages of ^ucation 
or trade ? Perhaps some do rejoice in re- 
lieving a parent's necessities under the pres- 
sure of old age or infirmity. But QKa young 
persons, especially, be altogether free from 
the charge of a sullen look, a murmuring 
answer, of unwilling obedience, if not of 
actual rebellion ? What ! have we no idle- 
ness to mourn for in youth, while our anx- 
ious parents were looking, but looking in 
vain, for honour, for success, for improve- 
ment ? Have no attachments been formed, 
contrary to a parent's wishes ? See ! if dis- 
sipation has never drained their purse, little 
able, perhaps, in the decline of life to bear 
their means thus wasted ? Has advice been 

* Jer. xvii. 9. 

15 
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dutifully asked, and dutifully followed? 
Perhaps, we may not have oast a mantle 
over their infirmities, as we ought : but 
brothers and sisters may have unscrupu- 
lously discussed, among themselves^ if not 
before others, the imperfections of temper 
in their parents, or in those who have acted 
the part of parents ; or, perhaps, they have 
ridiculed that want of knowledge, manner, 
and accomplishment in parents, the which 
to aiSTord us, ungrateful children, they have 
practised self-denial in every way which 
they could devise. " If thou, Lord, should 
be extreme to mark what is done amiss, 
O ! Lord, who may abide it \" 

6. ♦^Thou shalt do no murder." This 
word of God is the safe-guard of life — a 
very short, a most uncertain term of days ; 
a period of discipline granted us, for secur- 
ing our interest in the cross of Christ, and 
for becoming sanctified by the grace of the 
Spirit, in order to our enjoying heavenly 

^ Ps. cxxx. 3. old Translation. 
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happiness. Can we look into a record of 
passing events, even in this land, blessed 
for so many centuries veith the light of the 
Gospel, without reading an account of some 
horrid murder committed ? 

How few have the courage to refuse the 
challenge of the duellist — who passes, with 
the sanction of the world, under the title 
of the man of honour ! How few will 
dare to take up this question, on the 
principles of that Gospel, by the vows of 
which they profess to be bound! Now, 
in the Sermon on the Mount, we find the 
Lord laying the command on the govern- 
ment of the hearty As a little acorn will, 
in time, become a mighty oak, so a little 
angry feeling, or hasty word, is the first 
spark in the train of murder. " Whosoever 
is angry with his neighbour vrithout a cause, 
is in danger under this law ^" Whosoever 
provokes another, or gives way to malice, in 
himself ; whosoever is cross, passionate, or 
unforgiving ; whosoever is slow in seeking 

* Matt. V. 22. 
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« 

reconciliation ; or backward to return good 
for evil; to join band to band in peace, 
where tbe parties bave been in enmity, 
may well tremble, lest be be not truly a 
cbild of tbat God, wbo " maketb His sun 
to rise on tbe evil and on tbe good ; and 
sendetb rain on tbe just and on tbe unjust ^ 
He may fear, lest be be not acknowledged 
by tbat Saviour, wbose dying words on tbe 
cross, for His murderers, were, " Fatber, 
forgive tbem ; tbey know not wbat tbey 
doV 

.,; 7. "Tbou sbalt not commit adultery." 
Think not tbat this marks out him alone, 
who bas dared invade bis neighbour's pri- 
vacy and purity; deprive bis babes of a 
once chaste mother; and heinously put 
asunder, wbat God bath joined together. 
Think not, tbat be alone is charged herein 
vnth guilt from heaven, who lives false to 
the marriage vow made by him at the 
aitar. Our Saviour pronounces thus, " he 

^ Matti V. 45. ' Luke xxiii. 34. 
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that looketh on a woman to lust after her, 
hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart \" The impurity of thought, 
of the tongue, of the eye, is no less forbid- 
den, than the open act of sin. Am I speak- 
ing truth or not, when I affirm, that " a 
young man," seeking " wherewithal he shall 
cleanse his way," and preserve an unpol- 
luted mind and body, is not honoured as 
he should be, in a community professedly 
Christian? Where, let me ask, in Scrip- 
ture, is the licence given to the profligate, 
that he may drink the cup of uncleanness, 
because the Lord hath sent him forth upon 
earth, a son, not a daughter of Adam ? 
Would to God, that the young would al- 
ways have printed in their heart, that 
Christ has pronounced, " Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God * ;" 
that a chaste spirit is the child of religion, 
the nurse of health and virtue, the robe of 
the redeemed, the foretaste of angelic bliss. 

* Matt. V. 28. * Matt. v. 8. 
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And O ! that those words of the inspired 
Apostle may tingle in the ears of those, 
who have hitherto set at nought, the warn- 
ing of God, " Fornication and all unclean- 
ness, let it not be once named amongst 
you, as becometh saints : of the which I 
tell you now, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they who do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God \" 
Beware ! my dear young friends, if you care 
for your souls, (that cost the blood of the 
Son of God,) of places, books, persons, 
which can prove, in any way, defiling to 
the heart. Go not to that scene or com- 
pany, on which you cannot first ask the 
blessing of God. And if you meet with 
reproach, for separating yourselves from 
corrupt doings and evil society, remember, 
that He, who is to be your Judge, hath de- 
clared, "Blessed are ye, when men shall 
hate you, and cast out your name as evil, for 
the Son of Man's sake ; your reward is great 
in Heaven ^" 

* Eph. V. 3. Gal. v. 21. » Luke vi. 22, 23. 
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8. " Thou Shalt not steaJ-^-r-Thus God 
proclaiming from His glorious throne, pro- 
tects the property, which, in His providence. 
He bestows respectively on His creatures ; 
requiring us to be true and just in all our 
dealings. To this, what is the appeal of con- 
science ? If thou hast never openly robbed^ 
or secretly kept back that which belonged 
to another ; if thou hast never dimmed the 
lustre of thy name by the open act of dis^ 
honesty ; yet, has just payment never been 
delayed, while the infant of thy creditor was 
hungry, and its mother in rags ? Have we 
none of us ever been extravagant, contract- 
ing debts which we could not seasonably 
hope to liquidate? Have we not been 
careless of things hired or borrowed, be^ 
cause (key were not our own? Have we 
not been forgetful, in detaining what was 
kindly lent, to the injury or discomfort 
of our friends? Have we always been 
particular in the matter of buying and 
selling ? Is there not a proneness to over- 
ratOp when the advantage to be derived^ lies 
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on our side ; and to undervalue, when it is 
against us ? Servants ! if ye have been 
wasteful or negligent in the charge of your 
master's property ; and, either to screen a 
fellow servant, or to ensure some perquisite 
or gift, have caused him whom you serve, 
to be at more than just expense, ye have 
broken this commandment. And ye Mas- 
ters ! if ye have been so hard in your deal- 
ings as to create temptation; or so indifferent 
to the souls of these members of your 
family, as to lay a snare in their way, ye 
will have to answer for it, like Jeroboam of 
old, for having " made Israel to sin." How 
many conceive it no offence, to defraud the 
Government, under whose protection their 
lives and their property are secured. Is 
custom rendered always where custom is 
due ; and tribute never evaded, where 
tribute is due * ? Is there not an un- 
due boast, quite unbecoming a Christian's 
Ups, where a bargain has been made ? 

^ Rom. xiii. 7. 



90 COMMUNION OFFICE. 

where ungenerous advantage has been taken 
in the exchange of property ; where defects 
have been glossed over ; and the soul thus 
stained with sin ? 

Truly the deeper we go in the inquiry, 
our ** sins seem to take such hold upon us 
that we are afraid to look up. Yea, they 
are more in number than the hairs of our 
head \" But, "let not your heart be afraid^." 
Where there is deep contrition, and faith 
to call on the Lord, mercy shall yet be 
found ; and " plenteous redemption ' ^ from 
all your sins. 

9. "Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour." Let not this com- 
mandment be supposed to brand him alone, 
who hath daringly gone before the Judge, 
and appealed to the presence of God to 
uphold him, while uttering what was false, 
to the injury of his neighbour's fame. Or, 
who hath wilfully concealed the evidence, 

1 Psalm xl. 22. * John xiv. 27. ^ Ps. cxxx. 7. 
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which would have cleared the innoceiit, and 
brought the guilty to justice. The com- 
mand goes much farther than this. It 
should, indeed, humble every mind, at all 
disposed to exaggerate, or give a false co- 
louring to facts ; all, who are apt to slander 
the name, and ridicule the failings of others. 
It exposes the delighted listener, as well as 
the unkind narrator of remarks reflecting 
on others. — Who art thou, that judgest 
another ? You presume to make excuse, 
that you are not bound to think a bad 
man, good ; a foolish man, wise ; that you 
are commanded, not to " put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness ^" Let this 
be granted ; and while we use our know- 
ledge of character, in order to guard our- 
selves against imposition, all is well. Or, 
if you will be so true a Christian, as to go 
in the spirit of love, and privately caution 
one, whom you know to be erring, you will 
do faithful service in the kingdom of Christ. 

1 Isaiah v. 20. 
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How painful is it to learn, that our failings, 
which we have often mourned over at the 
foot of the Cross, have been a subject of 
ridicule to our brethren ! Some, indeed, 
would not speak outj severely; but they will 
insinuate, and hint, and look unutterable 
things, with little of the spirit of Him who 
commanded, " Judge not, and ye shall not 
be judged." "Cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye ^" Be above the littleness 
of deriving amusement from human imper- 
fection. Set a double watch before the 
door of your heart and lips, when the sub- 
ject leads you to speak rather of persons, 
than of things. Let your charity hope, 
that what is hard to be understood in the 
appearance or conduct of another, is yet 
perhaps capable of satisfactory explanation. 
Bear to think differently from others, 
without feeling presumptuously confident 
that all your opinions are right, and your 
neighbour's wrong. Remember that one 
and the same object may be viewed in 

* Matt. vii. 1.6. 
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various shades of light. While St. John 
dwells most on the single principle of love; 
and St. James, generally, on works ; and 
St. Paul lays the foundation of faith ; and 
St. Peter descants on zeal ; and St. Jude 
on the corruption of false teachers — St. 
John, St. Paul, St. James, St. Peter, and 
St. Jude, were preaching the same everlast- 
ing Gospel. Remember that Faith will 
soon melt into sight, and Hope pass away 
into actual enjoyment ; but, that Charity, 
or Holy Love, will be the abiding perfec- 
tion of redeemed souls, when we are stand- 
ing, "in our lot," before the throne of 
God. 

1 0. Under the Tenth Commandment, is 
forbidden the desire of those earthly pos- 
sessions, or faculties of mind and body, 
which, an all-wise God hath seen it good to 
withhold from us. " Out of the heart pro- 
ceed evil thoughts ^ ;'' thus testified the 

* Markvii. 21. 
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Lord, who "knew what was in man^" And 
if we were careful to "keep the. heart," as 
before God, "with all diligence, knowing that 
out of it are the issues of life ^" how many 
grievous sins should we escape ! Do we 
not see, at a glance, that adultery, murder, 
theft, and other crimes, could not be com- 
mitted, if we were watchful in subduing 
the first risings — of impurity, of wishes for 
the property of others, of vindictive feel- 
ing ? But alas ! like our first parent, we 
are tempted to be dissatisfied ; forgetting 
that God allotteth his children that which 
is best for each. Forgetting, that my 
neighbour's abuYidance would perhaps be 
ruinous to my soul : that his elevation to 
honour (which he can bear) would make 
me bow before Satan. And that poverty, 
ill-health, or disappointment, are sent, as 
necessary, in order to forward our eternal 
happiness. We forget, at such moments of 
discontent, that we are setting ourselves 

^ John ii. 25. ' Prov. ii. 23. 
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above the wisdom of God ; that from be- 
ing dissatisfied, we shall proceed, unless we 
guard ourselves, to take unhallowed mea- 
sures for promoting our supposed interests. 
That " the Judge of all the earth will do 
right * ;" v and that it is madness in the ves- 
sel to say unto the potter, " why hast thou 
made me thus ^ ? " 

I pray God that our hearts may be so 
wrought on, by that Spirit, who eonvinceth 
of sin, that we may be humbled in compar- 
ing what we are in attainment — with what 
we might have been, under grace, with 
that pure and sublime holiness of mind, 
which the Lord Jesus requires us to strive 
after, and the Holy Spirit assists us in ob- 
taining, as a preparation for His heavenly* 
kingdom. I trust it has been felt that the 
worldly man denies God, as well as the 
Atheist. And that the irreverent wor- 
shipper breaks the second commandment 

* Gen. xviii. 25. ' Rom. ix. 21. 
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as surely as the idolater. Under the third, 
is convicted the swearer; but, they that 
give no heed to their prayers, are justly in- 
cluded. The fourth speaks terror to the 
Sabbath breaker: but, it rebukes those 
who mispend any portion of the Lord's 
day. The same Law, from which, as a 
Rule, "no jot or tittle is to passV' con- 
demns every inward act of an undutifu! 
mind towards parents, as well as open dis-^ 
respect. We may be guilty under the 
sixth, by anger and malice, without hav- 
ing shed blood. We may have broken 
the seventh, though the gross act of 
adultery cannot be proved against us- 
Though not guilty of robbery, we must 
plead guilty under the eighth, if we have 
neglected or injured our neighbour's pro- 
perty. Scandal, and unkind remarks, and' 
insinuations, make us culpable under the^ 
ninth, though we have not publicly ut-' 
tered false witness. And discontent mij 
have soured the mind against our lot 

* Matt. V. 18. ' 
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in life, while not actually coveting any 
thing that is our neighbour's. 

And thus, should meditation on the close- 
searching word of God, " sharper than a 
two-edged sword ^" lead us to pray more 
and more for the Spirit, to know ourselves. 
And while we are moved to cry " Lord have 
mercy upon us ! for past sin," may we as 
anxiously supplicate with a view to the re- 
newing of our souls — " Lord ! incline our 
hearts to keep these laws." 

In proportion as we become more earnest 
in religion, the habit of justifying ourselves 
will give way to lowly, abasing views of the 
character in which we must appear, in the 
sight of a perfectly Holy God. Who could 
bear the thought of relating every act, and 
imagination, and scene of life, to the dearest 
friend upon earth ? But, are they not all 
known unto God, the searcher of hearts ? 
** I am the chief of sinners ^" exclaims St. 

» Heb* iv. 12. » 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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Paul, in the bitterness of his oompunctioD. 
Are we less to be accounted sinners than 
he, whom the Lord Jesus calls ** a chosen 
vessel * ?" He, who was caught up into the 
third Heaven? Here is the list of our 
offences, read out against us by our con- 
sciences, and we must each plead guilty. 
In the prospect of approaching death, we 
look around for some one to have pity on 
us : but, there is no man who can redeem 
the soul of his brother. Each of us has a 
burden beyond what he can bear. We see 
the page grow darker, as we trace the un- 
deniable proofs of a corrupt heart, and err- 
ing course. Even they, that have « feared 
God in their youth, loved Him in their 
age, and have laboured through life to 
preserve a conscience void of offienoe.;* 
who have by dally repentance and conti- 
nual Faith, "wj|,lked with Grod*"— ©veH 
they, build not on their own righteous- 
ness, but on " the righteousness which 
is of God by Faith in Jesus.'' "And 

* Aeta ix. 15. * Gen. v. 24. » Ram. ill. 22. 
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if the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear' f 
We cannot undo sins that we have com- 
mitted. We cannot supply the place of 
services nieglected. Elach instant has its 
own assigned duty : and all that we can do 
hereafter^is so fur from making expiation, 
tbst it will be, in its imperfection, adding 
to the charge. Alas ! every offering from 
man's hand is, in some degree, defiled. ** O 
ifretched man that I am ! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death * ? ** 

" Come unto me," there is a vdoe from 
Heaven, *^ all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you '." ^ Him that 
eometh to me, I will in no wise cast out ^.^ 
^ Sing, O ye Heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it* Break forth into singing, all ye 
lower parts of the earth V " dory be to 
God on high, and in earth peace. Good 
will hath come even imto men ^." Praise 

* 1 Pet. iv. is. " Rom. vii. 24. 

» Matt. n. 28. * John vi. 37. 

» I». xMr. 23. • Luke ii. 14. 

f2 



100 COMMUNION OFFICE. 

the Lord, for He hath sent His Son to 
suffer, in the place of what we have de- 
served. His Spirit now waiteth to be gra- 
cious, and to move upon the heart. "Draw 
nigh unto Christ, and He will draw nigh 
unto you \" 

Turn the commandments thus search- 
ingly, into serious self-examination — ^that 
so you may come humbled and thankful, to 
the feast of the Lord's Supper. ** To-day 
if ye will hear His voice, harden not your 
hearts ^T " Now is the accepted time. 
Now is the day of salvation '." Welcome 
those offers, which were signed and sealed 
for you in your Baptism. Ratify them 
now, each of us, in our own case, if any 
have hitherto held back. Take the Lord 
for your God. Look to Christ as your 
Saviour, and follow the strengthening help 
of the Spirit, in the ways of new obedience, 
till you come to the measure of the full sta- 
ture of Christ. May we strive after a high de- 

* James iv. 8. » Ps. xcv. 8. ' 2 Cor. vi. 2. 
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gree of sanctification, and a fiill hope of life 
eternal. May that Spirit so work within 
us, that we may cry unto God, with all sin- 
cerity — " Lord, have mercy upon us ; and 
write all these thy Laws in our hearts, we 
beseech Thee.** 
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1 Cor. xi. 26. 



" AS OFTEN AS T£ EAT THIS BREAD, AND DRINK THIS 
CUP, TE DO SHOW THE LORd's DEATH TILL HE 
COME." 



In the two fonner discourses on the Com- 
munion Service, it has been my endeatvour 
to state the origin of this part of our Li- 
turgy, and the ancient mode of its cele- 
bration ; with an undisguised expression of 
regret, that the fir^ t portion, should be so 
frequently severed from the participation 
of the Lord's Supper. 

My next object was to draw your atten- 
tion to the discipline of the Church ; as re- 
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quiring a less restrained system of commu- 
nication between the pastor and his flock, 
on th6 vital subject of Religion ; and en- 
forcing the separation of any unworthy 
member from the body of the communi- 
cants. In the absence of this spiritual con- 
troul, I set before you the ten Command- 
ments, as a help to the examination of the 
heart; in order that they who desire to 
attend, may so *' judge themselves, that 
they be not judged of the Lord.** 

In the present discourse, that part of 
the service, will be considered, which em- 
braces the Collects, and the introduction 
of a portion of Scripture, generally from 
the New Testament, with the Nicene 
Cveed : and which, the communicants hav- 
ing been invited and admitted to the 
itatile of their Lord, is closed with giving 
of, tJaanks for this high privilege, and with 
pi:^er for a due appreciation of this in- 
estimable gift. 

TChe. prayer commending our Sovereign 
^ the guidance of God, being offered up, 

f4 
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at the end of the Commandments, we read 
^fter the Collect appointed for the day, a 
select portion of the New Testament from 
one of the Epistles, the congregation sit- 
ting: and then, a portion from one of 
the Gospels, the congregation standing: 
in order to mark our reverence for the 
Master above his messengers. Not that 
there is any higher authority attached to 
the Gospels, than to the Epistles: for 
"all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God\" 

These passages of the Old and New 
Testament, commonly termed the Epistle 
and Gospel for the day, have been used in 
the Church for 1400 years. And, froin 
St. Chrysostom, we learn the goodly old 
custom of ascribing Glory to Grod, on the 
Gospel being announced; as angels did, 
when the glad tidings were first heafd at 
the coming of Jesus in the flesh. ' 

The Collect will be found, generally, re* 
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cognizing some leading points in the Gos- 
pel or Epistle ; and always richly imbued 
with the spirit of devotion, although com- 
pressed in so few words. How varied is 
the mode of addressing God ! He is in- 
voked usually by some attribute arising 
from the subject of the petition ; and thus, 
in turn, all the properties of the Heavenly 
nature are expanded before the devout 
mind. His might, and readiness to hear, and 
love to His creatures, are displayed. He is 
represented, as a refuge, protector, and the 
author and giver of all good things. He is 
described as the Being by whom our desire 
to pray is imparted; the Fountain of all 
wisdom, who hath caused Scripture to be 
written for our learning; the everlasting 
God, hating nothing that He hath made, and 
forgiving the sins of all that are penitent — : 
a God, who through his only begotten Son 
sent as a sacrifice, has opened to us the 
g^e of everlasting life ; causing Him to die 
for our sin, and to rise again for our justifi- 
cation. We behold Him, by faith, showing 

F 5 
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to them that b^ in eiT0r5 the light of His 
truth; orderii]g the unraly mils and affec- 
tions of His people ; teaching* the hearts of 
His faithful people ; never failing to help 
and govern His children; preparing for 
them that love Him, sudi good things jas 
pass man's understanding; declaring. His 
Almighty power, most chiefly, ia showing 
pity and mercy ; giving more than either 
we desire or deserve ; the God whom truly 
to know, is everlasting life. We are taught 
to reverence Jehovah, as the triune God, by 
grace vouchsafed from Himself; as ordain- 
ing and constituting the services of angels 
and men, in a wonderful order ; as building 
His Church upon the foundation of the 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ beii^ 
himself the chief comer stone ; and knitting 
together His elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of His Son. 
How happily with these sublime and graci- 
ous exhibitions of the Divine nature^ does 
the ^confession harmonize, of our weakness^ 
having no power <if ourselves to help oof- 
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selves; our not being able to stand up- 
right ; our putting trust in nothing that we 
can do; our leaning only on the help of 
His Divine grace ; our prayer for new and 
contrite hearts ; our desires for perfect re- 
mission and forgiveness of our sins through 
Jesus Christ. 

How reverent in tone, how spiritual in 
their tendency, are these excellent prayers ! 
Of the Collects, ./on^ are taken from an- 
cient Liturgies : others are altered from the 
oldier forms. A very few — ^the first three 
for Advent, those for Christmas-Day, Ash- 
W^nesday, and for the grace of charity — 
were drawn up by our venerable reformers. 
Observe, how well this part of the Commu- 
nion Service, (for such it is, though little 
regarded in this light,) has been arranged. 
'Preparation for the coming of Christ, pro- 
claimed in the Advent Sundays, is followed 
by devotions for celebrating His birth, cir- 
Ctimcision,and manifestation to the Gentiles. 
Thehi the course of divine teaching carries 
US, list the services for the following Sun- 

f6 
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days, through His doctrine and miracles, 
His sacrifice, resurrection, ascension, and 
the coming of the Spirit ; and the whole is 
summed up in the service for the festival of 
the Trinity. 

The next division, from Trinity Sunday, 
is directed to the establishment of holiness, 
as the fruit of faith : a faith engaged in all 
those mysterious circumstances of Christ's 
life, on which we have been called to me- 
ditate; and feeding on the heavenly in- 
struction conveyed in the discourses, para- 
bles, and miracles of the Lord. 

The Saints' days, also, were of very early 
observance in the Church ; being kept at 
the Martyi'^s tomb in some cases ; and 
intended to excite us, by the observance 
thereof, to continue Christ's faithful sol- 
diers, and servants, in imitation of them, 
who are gone up on high to rest from tfadr 
labours. And all these divine subjects seem 
dbudensed in the Nicene Creed, next used ; 
a confession of faith, drawn up in the^ year 
. 321 1 at Nioe» by a council of three hundred 
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Bishops, assembled to rescue the truth of 
our Lord's divinity from the false doctrine 
of the Arians. 

At this juncture in our Communion ser- 
vice, a painful contrast with the devout 
habits of the early Christians, is presented. 
For, after having joined in the prayers 
and thanksgivings to Almighty God, and 
listened to a sermon — by far the greatest 
part of those present, in most congrega- 
tions, turn away from the Lord's invita- 
tion to "come unto Him;"and, with seeming 
indiflference, quit the house of God. Are 
we, when we come to Church, in a state 
of humble faith and penitence before God, 
or not? If not, our very prayers are a 
mockery. If we are striving to live, not 
to ourselves, but " to Christ," and are ca- 
pable of prayer, we are surely in a state to 
derive strength and peace from the Lord's 
supper. 

2. The service proceeds with the Offkr" 
Uyry — ^*^ Let your light," &c. ; and in the 
primitive Church, offerings were reverently 



110 COMMUNION OPFICEi 

made, at this time, of bread and wine, and 
other necessaries of life. From these free- 
will offerings, a portion was devoutly placed 
on the altar, for the celebration of the holj 
feast. The remainder was entrasted to 
the Bishop of the diocese, to be dispensed 
at his discretion. 

The worshippers are next invited to pray 
for the whole body of Christ's Church, en-^ 
gaged in their warfare, here on earth. In- 
tercession ascends for all Christian rulers; 
for all Bishops, and ministers under them ; 
for grace on all the Lord's people ; and for 
the support of all, under the various pro- 
bations of this transitory life. And thanks 
are duly rendered for those, who have been 
enabled to persevere unto the end, depart-^ 
ing this life in God's faith and fear : with 
earnest desire expressed, that, following 
their good example, we may share with 
Jesus in the triumphs of His kingdom. 

Vo this, succeed three most impressive 
addresses. The first sentence only^ from 
one of these, it is usual to read, in.gii^Iig 



COMMUNION OFFICE. Ill 

notice for the Lord's supper. The two 
former exhortations are omitted in some 
prayer books (not printed by the Univer^ 
sities) ; and so little known are these two 
admirable appeals, that on a clergyman 
fiiUy delivering one of them in giving no- 
tice for this Sacrament, he was afterwards 
thanked by a member of the congregation, 
for his excellent instruction. 

They are well worthy a careful, devout 
study at home. They tend to awaken feel- 
ings of deep humility, by creating enquiry 
into the state of our hearts. They urge 
gratitude, in consideration of Christ's amaz- 
ing love, and abasement of Himself for us. 

They warn off, ihdeed, from holy ground, 
the hinderer, and blasphemer of Grod's 
word ; the sensualist, the uncharitable, er 
any living in unrepented sin. But, while 
they seriously caution us, against rushing 
hastily to the sacred banquet of grace, they 
also -admonish of the danger incurred t)y 
ourselves, staying away from the Lord's 
supper, in defiance of a direct command. 
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The safe method is suggested, of trying and 
examining the heart and ways before God, 
according to His plain directions. And in 
the case of any scruples arising, you are. 
advised in them to state the same in con- 
fidence, to those who are appointed by the 
Lord in His Church, to " watch for your 
souls as they that must give account V at 
the great day. 

The character of the Sacrament is thus 
declared — that every one who brings a 
penitent heart, and lively faith, eats the 
flesh of Christ spiritually ; and spiritually 
drinks His blood ; and is one with Christ 
and Christ with him. What words are 
these ! But are the^ of higher import than 
those of Jesus Himself ? " Whoso eateth 
My flesh, and drinketh My bloody dwelleth. 
in Me, and I in him ^" Or, than those of, 
St. Paul : " The bread which we breaA^. 
is it not the communion of the bo^y , f>C 
Christ ? The cup of blessing wi^h .^^> 
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bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christ ^ ?** Dispute not as to the manner, 
in which a closer union of spirit takes 
place between Christ and His members. 
"The real presence of Christ's most 
blessed body and blood is not to be sought 
for, in the Sacrament; but in the worthy 
receiver of the Sacrament *.** Only believe ; 
" All things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth '/' 

Ample encouragement is thus held out 
to all, who repent truly for their sins past ; 
have a lively and stedfast faith in Christ 
their Saviour ; are amending their lives, and 
are in perfect charity with all men. 

But, lest any should be tempted to come, 
moved by the freeness of the invitation, 
nW having on the " wedding garment," a 
s(demn warning is added — that they who 
pitrt^ke unworthily (that is, without godly 
sorrow for sin and endeavours to follow 
Christ faithfully) that such persons eat and 
drink their own damnation. 

' 1 Cor. X. 16. ' Hooker. * Mark xi. 43. 
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This word has doubtless frightened away 
persons, to whom it was never intended to 
apply. It does not mean eternal damnation* 
It means, they eat and drink, so as to 
bring a judgment upon themselves. This 
is the literal meaning of the word used by 
St. Paul. In this sense he himself e:^>laiiis 
it, saying, ^^ For this cause many are wes^ 
and sickly among you, and some sleep ^ " — 
that is, have their lives shortened. In thid 
sense, our Church understands it ; fw she 
adds immediately after, " We kindle God'$ 
wrath against us. We provoke Him to 
plague us with divers diseases, and 8und37 
kinds of death" — if we come, "not con- 
sidering the Lord's body." Ministers have 
no right, in reading the service, to alter 
any word : but it is our duty to explaiii 
and apply terms, according to the Bible» 
and the sense of the Church. 

My brethren, is this language too strong! 
Would ye have a person come to that table, 

' 1 Cor. xi 30. 
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"not considering the Lord's body?" Would 
ye have a person partake thereof, -whose 
habits of life are profane, or dishonest, or 
unchaste, or violent, or intemperate, or 
hypomticd, or nncharitable? Is it not a 
^ser course, to warn such persons, and to 
say imto them, " Judge yourselves, that ye 
be not judged of the Lord ? ^ *' Overcome 
your love to sin, by constant seeking of 
God^ grace ; Imve a lively faith in God's 
mercy through Christ ; amend your lives ; 
and be in perfect charity with all men ; 
and* 'thus shall ye be meet, and accepted 
partakers of those holy mysteries. 

Among other distinguishing names ^ 
Ike Lord's supper, it is called the Eucharist, 
Or office of thanksgiving. And the Church 
retogmses this title, by adding, that al- 
thcmgh de^ penitence^ firm reliance on 
the mi^ts of the blood of Christ, and &ith- 
flA' efforts for growing in ^race, are essen- 
?(lHl i,o ^m deriving^ b^:iefits therefrom, we 

* 1 Cor. xi. 31. 
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inu8t, above all things, givei most humble and 
hearty thanks to God — the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost We must celebrate 
the praise of each Divine Person in the 
Godhead, for the gracious share, severely 
taken by the everlasting Trinity, in the 
redemption of the world. The Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviour of the woiM. 
The Son did humble Himself even to t&e 
death upon the cross for us. He beheld 
us miserable sinners, as we lay fast bound 
in the darkness and shadow of death ; and 
gave Himself for us, that we might, by 
His Spirit, be made the children of God, 
and exalted to everlasting life. 

Next, we are admonished, that Christ 
Himself hath instituted this feast ; that the 
expiring Saviour ordained these holy miys^ 
teries ; that He hath appointed them, in 
order that we should always rememb^ lAfe 
exceeding great love, which our MsHi^ 
and only Saviour hath manifested, by dj|dii|| 
such a death. But this is not all !- H(^ 
makes them pledges of His lovi^ iai^%iffl 
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as remembrancers of His sufferings. And 
they who partake in the spirit of Christian 
disciples, are thus assured from heaven, 
that God is to them a Father ; Jesus, a Sa- 
viour ; and the Holy Ghost, a Comforter to 
the soul. 

The address concludes with an earnest 
call, to praise the glorious Redeemer, in 
conjunction with the Father, and the Spirit: 
and the best proofs of a devoted heart are 
declared to be, entire submission to His 
most holy will ; and careful study to be 
obedient in true holiness, and righteous- 
ness, all the days of our life. 

And next the cheering call is heard, to 
draw near with faith, and take this holy 
Sacrament to our comfort ; and to present 
cmrselves, meekly kneeling on our knees. 
;. Thus invited, confession of our unwor- 
tbmess is made by us, in the lowliest 
terms. The great God is invoked as Al- 
vMs^ty ; as Maker of all things, and Judge 
of: all; men. He is approached with the 
fftofe, endearing title, '^ Father of our Lord 
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Jesns Christ.'* Oar sins are laid We^ as 
not confined to time, w place» or outward 
deed ; but manifested before Him in vnxd, 
yea in thought. The heinousness «f ^ thmn 
is magnified bj the reflection, that thej 
have been committed against such a God : 
and lamentation is poured forth, that His 
wrath and indignation have been most 
justly proYoked by us. But what words, 
if we be sincere, can express more heart- 
piercing sorrow? The grievous remem^ 
brance ; the burden too heavy to be borne. 
In the same breath do we desire^ not 
only the forgivenesa^ of all that is past; 
but, that being thus cleansed, even to the 
present moment, we may henceforth ser^re 
our most merciful Father, in newness 4if 
life. 

To the lowly spirit, most soothing is 
that Absolution which follows ; expressed 
in the form of a hearty desire,, that God, 
now present, will,:^ccording to His promise, 
pardon and deliver from all sin; confirm 
and strengthen true believers in all good^ 
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ness ; aad bring them to everlasting life. 
And hear how comfortable are the words 
that next are heard, which our Saviour 
Christ saith ; and which^ all who truly turn 
to Him, may apply unto themselves. 
^ Come unto Me, all ye that Itravail and 
B^ heavy laden ; and I will give you rest ^" 
^ So Grod loved the world ; that He gave 
His only begotten Son ; to the end, that 
all^ that believe in Him» should not perish, 
but haye everlasting life *." 

Listen also to the sustaining assurance 
of St. Paul, that to save sinners, Christ 
came into the world ' : and to those of St 
John, that if any man sin, there is an Ad^* 
yocate with the Father ^ pleading for 
(mercy in our behalf, Jesus — who is the pro^ 
pitiation for our sins, and hath satisfied 
the Divine justice. 

-The service deepens as we proceed in 
tfaoired adoration : having been reconciled 

*Matt. xi. 28. > John iii. 16. 

,. ., MTim.i. 15. * 1 John ii. 1. 
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to God ; having professed our charity to- 
wards all men, we are summoned to enter 
within the heavenly places : and in words 
so ancient, as to warrant belief of their 
proceeding from the inspired Apostles, we 
"lift up our hearts to the Lord.** And 
in the very congregation (though unseen 
by fleshly eyes) of angels, and of archangels, 
and of all the company of heaven, we as- 
cribe all glory to Him that sitteth on the 
throne ; crying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of Hosts. Heaven and earth are full 
of Thy glory. Glory be to Thee, O Lord 
Most High \ As Moses, we read, hasted 
and bowed himself before the Majesty of 
God, so do we, overpowered with the glo- 
riousness of such worship, make speed to 
prostrate our souls ; to declare, that we do 
not presume to approach the Lord's table 
with any trust in our own righteousness ; 
feeling, that we are not worthy to gather 
up the crumbs under His table ; and cast- 

* Is. vi. 3. Rev. iv. 8. Jer. v. 14. Ps. xcii. 1. 
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ing ourselvee on the compassion of Him, 
whose property is — always to have mercy. 
. ■ And in this abased frame of heart, we 
i>eg God for help, that we may so eat the 
flesh, and drink the blood of His dear Son, 
that our sinful bodies may be made clean 
by His body ; and our souls washed through 
His most precious blood ; and that we may 
evermore dwell in Him, and He in us. 

Let m^ before quitting this subject, in- 
<vite your attention to those prefaces for 
particular holy days, which precede the 
Hymn "Therefore with angels, &c." They 
tend to fix our hearts on the leading points 
,of Christ*s humiliation and glory ; and are 
expressed in terms of the most accurate 
and elevated character. 

The service proceeds with the solemn 
. oousecration of the bread and wine. After 
prayer, reciting the death of Christ, as a 
ful^ perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, obla- 
tion, and satisfaction for the sin (not of a 
few, but) of the whole world ; after desir- 
ing, that all who receive, may be partakers 

G 
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of the body and blood of Christy not merely 
commemorating his death, but having the 
divine life which has been communicated 
to the soul, quickened and confirmed, the 
priest enters on that mysterious part of the 
service, whereby the broken bread and out- 
poured wine become holy in their use and 
signification; and are rendered effectual 
vehicles for conveying pardon, grace, and 
salvation to the tnie Christian^ as a mem- 
ber of the mystical body of the ascended, 
yet present, Saviour. What calm and de- 
vout gratitude should fill the heart, as the 
intercession successively arises, that the 
body and the blood of otir Lord Jesus Christ, 
given for us individually, may preserve oiu* 
bodies and souls unto everlasting life ! And 
fervently should our hearts respond to the 
petition, that we may not only eat and drink, 
in remembrance that Christ died for each of 
us, but feed on Him in our hearts, by faith ; 
that we may be Christ's members, not in 
name only, but in our very nature ; and be 
thankful. We receive, kneeling, as the 
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most proper attitude for a sinner, welcom* 
ing the assurance of his forgiven state ; ex- 
pecting increase of grace, and hailing the 
pledge of a glorious resurrection. The 
ancient Church never used to receive in a 
sitting posture, but always with adoration \ 
Sometimes the communicants stood, and 
bowed their bodies : at other times, knelt 
at the altar. 

It is a grievous mistake to suppose that 
the Eucharist is, merely, a sacred meal ; for 
Scripture particularly mentions that our 
Lord instituted this solemn ordinance 
" after he had supped ^." 

And here let me suggest, that whatever 
book be brought up to the altar, as an aid 
to piety, may be shut, at the time of these 
words being repeated by the minister. To 
follow him, in silence and attention, with 
faith resting on Jesus, as crucified for thee^ 
^wiU be found more edifying to the soul. 
Before, indeed, that he addresses himself 

» Vide Bingham, B. 15. C. 5. S. 3. » 1 Cor. xi. 25. 
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to the commnnicant, and afterwards, advan- 
tage may be reaped from some serious me- 
ditation, with or without a book; but at 
the very time, undivided heed should be 
given to the important words which he is 
uttering. 

Remember, at this Sacrament, to carry 
out your devout thoughts to all your own 
bodily and spiritual needs ; to those of your 
family, the people of Israel, and the igno- 
rant heathen; our Church, our country, and 
to all that name the name of Christ. Tea, 
strive to embrace the universal Church in 
your hearts Regard those in Paradise, no 
less than those on earth, as all sharing in 
the common benefits of Christ's love ; and 
anticipating a common home in the king- 
dom of Christ and of God. 

3. The third part, or the post-commu- 
nion, begins as the ante-communion, with 
the Lord's Prayer ; reminding us especially 
of our reconciliation in Christ, and union of 
hearts, as brethren in the Lord« As we 
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commenced, with prayer, that we might 
not be unworthy receivers, so do we, in the 
same spirit of humility^ entreat the Lord to 
accept the sacrifice of praise, which we 
have rendered : and to grant, that not only 
we, but all His whole Church, may find 
pardon, and all other benefits of His passion. 
And these benefits, our Catechism repre- 
sents, as the strengthening and refreshing 
of our souls, by the body and blood of 
Christ, as our bodies are by bread and 
wine. The sacrifice of the Law was a 
dumb animal. We offer ourselves, each, 
as a living sacrifice in soul and body ; be- 
seeching the Lord not to weigh our merits 
in the scale of strict justice, but to pardon 
our offences for Jesus' sake. In the other 
prayer, not so often used, we bless the over- 
living God for having fed m, who have duly 
received, with the spiritual food of Christ's 
most precious body and blood. We rejoice 
before God, in the assurance hereby im- 
parted, that we are sharers in his favor and 
goodness, and incorporate members of the 

g3 
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blessed company of all fidthful people, of 
which body, Ohrist himself is the head. 
And we prayGrod for strength, that we may 
do such good works as He has prepared for 
lis to walk in. 

Then, with triumphant hearts, we cele- 
brate the Divine praise in the hymn "Glory 
be to Gk)d ;" a hymn, with which angels 
opened the Gospel of peace; and with 
which the early Church concluded this 
most solemn ordinance of devotion. Thrice 
is it repeated in the Liturgy of St. James, 
the first bishop of Jerusalem; and in the 
Greek Church, to the present hour, it 
forms a part of the daily service. 

If ever, our hearts are earnest in seeking 
pardon; if ever, we are praying from the 
«oul and not in word only, it is surely after 
tne celebration of Christ's dying love; after 
His imparted strength to the mind; after 
peace infused into the timid conscience. It 
is, when we worship, we praise, we bless, 
we glorify, we give thanks, in the Spirit, 
unto the Father. It is, when we beseech 
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Jesus, at once, as Lord God, and Lamb of 
God, in repeated invocations — ^Him, who, 
taketh away the sins of the world, to hear 
our prayers, and have mercy upon us ; as- 
cribing perfect holiness to Him, who with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost, is one 
God, world without end. 



Such, is our service; so ancient and 
scriptural; so full of adoration to the 
Lord God, and love to the Saviour. Such, 
is the penitential feeling which it tends to 
excite. Such, the deep convictions of sin 
which it tends to awaken ; and the joyful 
hope of purified affections held out therein. 
What views of Chrisfs atonement does it 
present! What assurance of continued 
union with Christ; and of our deriving, 
through Him, strength, comfort, victory. 
Remember, I beseech you, that it is not a 
bare commemoration of Christ. But an 
ordinance of God, for conveying sanctify- 

g4 
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ing vigour to the soul from Jesus Christ, 
as the fountain of life. How do we flee to 
every human help to prolong this fleeting 
shadow of earthly existence] And shall 
we be indifferent to the securing our spiri- 
tual life ? Can a man believe that Christ 
died to procure his salvation, and that he 
cannot reasonably hope to be saved, but in 
the way appointed by his Lord, and yet, 
refuse to partake of the chief instrument 
vouchsafed for making him fit for the king- 
dom of Heaven ? How any persons, who 
profess themselves really anxious to live for 
Christ, can altogether withdraw themselves 
* from the Lord's Supper, is a mystery! 
Must it not make us fear, that there is 
some sinful desire or doing, indulged, which 
oftentimes hinders the approach ? O that 
we could see congregations bearing some 
proportion to the inhabitants; and the 
communicants bearing some proportion to 
the body of the congregation ! That we 
could behold the young coming forward to 
put on the impenetrable armour of grace ; 
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and the man of business, rejoicing to lay 
his burden of care at the foot of the cross ; 
and the aged, within a few steps of the 
eternal world, fearing to disobey the last 
command of their blessed Redeemer ! Re- 
member the zeal of the early Christians ; 
and receive, as often as you may^ these 
tokens of love, no less sure to faith, than 
if an angel's hand were the bearer. 

Have we not sin to answer for, and 
be purified fipom? "The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin ^" Have we 
not need of help ? " My strength is made 
perfect in weakness ^" Have we not bles- 
sings to acknowledge ? And do we ask. 
What reward shall we give unto the Lord, 
for all the benefits which He hath done ? 
" I will receive the cup of Salvation ; and 
call upon the name of the Lord ^" 

' 1 John i. 7. '2 Cor. xii. 9. ^ Ps. cxvi. 13. 
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I. As Baptism was first celebrated in 
warm climates, this Sacrament was often 
administered by dipping the whole body — 
burying it as in a grave ; either at the side 
of the river or lake. This mode we see 
adopted by St. Philip in baptizing the Ethi- 
opian eunuch. Yet St. Paul felt no scrapie 
in admitting the jailer of Philippi, at night, 
within the prison ; where no method of Bap- 
tism could well have presented itself, save 
the pouring, or sprinkling, water on the 
person. It is not, however, the abundance 
of water that may be used, which procures 
grace : it is not the more impressive sym- 
bol of the body raised, as from death, in the 
water, to new life : it is not from hence 
that any blessing is obtained. It is — Christ, 
from Heaven, who baptizes with the Holy 
Ghost, those to whom his minister, in the 
name of the triune God, applies the element 
of water sacramentally. 

When Christians had rest from their 
enemies, they established a Baptistery, or 
place where persons should be baptized. 
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hard by the entrance to the Church. Yet 
even then, inconveniences arose, which jus- 
tified a less objectionable mode of Baptism. 
In accordance with the usage of the early 
Church, our fonts are generally situated 
near the chief entrance into the House of 
God ; in order to impress our minds with a 
devout feeling of admission, by this Sacra- 
ment, into the Church of the Redeemer. 

As to Sponsors, or Godfathers and God- 
mothers, their appointment is of very early 
date \ Since persecution brought the life 
of parents in continual peril, it was by the 
Church deemed essential, that God-parents 
should be chosen, pledging themselves, as 
guardians to the soul of the infant, if re- 
duced to an orphan state ; and helpers to 
the parents, in the religious education of 
the children, if they lived. Our Church 
does not allow the natural parents to un- 
dertake the oflSce of Sponsor ; because they 
cannot engage in a higher responsibility, 

f 

' Vide Bingham, vol. iv. p. 305. 
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than that which has already been assigned 
them by God. 

Easter and Whitsunday, were the ap- 
pointed seasons for baptizing in the Ancient 
Church. But according to our discipline, 
it has been considered, that if the child of 
an Israelite could become partaker of a co« 
venant-blessing, so early as the eighth day, 
the children of the spiritual kingdom should 
find the way not les^ opened unto them \ 
Hence the Church recommends, that in- 
fants be brought for acceptance in Christ, 
as soon as convenient after their birth * ; on 
any Sunday or holy day ; with a view to 
obtain a fuller intercession in their behalf 
from the worshippers present. 

^ Justin Martyr, in his Apology, written a.d. 148, 
mentions many persons of both sexes, some 60, 
some 70 years old, who had been made disciples to 
Christ from childhood. These, consequently, must 
have been baptized, in infancy, while St. John and 
others of the Apostles were alive. Apol. ii. 62. 

' See, also, the well-known passage from St. 
Cyprian — ^that the grace of God should be denied to 
Oione as soon as born. £p. 59. (al 64.) p. 158. 



BAPTISMAL SERVICE. 135 

But previously to the infatit being offered 
to the Lord, theife is a duty owing from 
the mother. Forasmuch as it hath pleased 
Almighty God, of his great mercy, to pre- 
serve her in the great peril of child-birth, the 
Church calls upon every mother, professing 
to be a member of the Christian Covenant, 
to return hearty thanks unto God. " In 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children '." 
How deeply must this remembrance of our 
fallen state, affect the heart, as the late de- 
liverance is recalled ! Yea, when it is im- 
pressed upon her heart, before the altar, 
how the sorrows of death came upon her 
and the pains of hell gat hold of her ; how 
she called upon God ia her trouble, and 
was heard. Now, may her soul turn again 
to its rest. Now should the resolution be 
formed, as though it had never been made 
before, I will walk before the Lord, in the 
land of the living. But not in her (yum 
strength is the vow undertaken. The hum- 
ble hope sustains her, that help will be 

^ Gen. iii. 16. 
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afforded from above, so that she may faith- 
fully walk according to God's holy will, in 
this life; that she may be finally saved, 
having put her trust in the Lord, and that 
God will be a tower of grace from all her 
spiritual enemies. And, as if to cover every 
imperfection, and supply all deficiency in 
human devotions, the Prayer of the Lord 
Jesus crowns her supplications. 

This office, for Churching of Women, 
cannot be considered otherwise than as a 
most touching service ; affectingly combin- 
ing domestic feelings with public worship. 
And much is it to be desired, that all, who 
resort to the sanctuary to return thanks, 
would come in time for, and join heartily 
in, the previous service of the Church. And 
may every mother kneeling before the Al- 
tar, prepare herself, for returning a higher 
tribute of praise, when that Altar is spread 
for the celebration of the Eucharist. Let 
her not formally ask. What return shall I 
make unto the Lord, for all the benefits, 
which he hath done unto me; but faithfully 
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resolve, " I will receive the Cup of Salva- 
tion, and call upon the name of the 
Lord 'r 

II. Believing in " One Baptism — for the 
Remission of Sins," the Church guards 
against the repetition of this Sacrament, by 
inquiring, whether the child has already 
been baptized. After which, the Minister 
delivers an address to the congregation on 
the nature of Baptism. The awful truth is 
set forth — that all men are conceived, and 
bom in sin ; and that according to the 
words of Christ, none can enter the king- 
dom of Heaven, unless bom anew, of water, 
and of the Holy Ghost. And prayer is 
urged, that God the Father will, of his 
bounteous mercy, bestow that, which, by 
nature, cannot be had, namely — the being 
made a child of God in Christ Jesus : and 
grant a comfortable pledge of this, by ad- 
mission into his Church upon earth. 

* Psalm cxvi. 13. 
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The congregation kneel, and supplication 
is made for this blessing. God is reminded, 
how, by water, Noah and his familyin the ark 
were saved out of a perishing world : how, 
the children of the Elder Covenant were 
baptized in a passage of safety through the 
Red Sea ; how, the element of water hath 
received a haUowing character from its use, 
in the Baptism of his Son, Jesus Christ, in 
the river Jordan. The Most High is im- 
plored, of his infinite mercies, to grant, that 
the child now presented may be sanctified, 
set apart from an ungodly world ; may be 
received into the ark of Christ's Church ; 
and being endued with faith, and hope, 
and charity, as life proceeds, may, finally, 
after, safely passing through the waves of 
this world of trouble, come to the land of 
everlasting life. 

The Lord loveth earnestness in devo- 
tion : and in yet more fervent desires is he 
besought, as the aid of all that need, the 
helper of all that flee to Him for succour, 
the life of them that believe, and the re- 
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surrection of the dead, to bestow on the 
dedicated infant, remission of sins by spiri- 
tual regeneration : to give him grace, that 
he may enjoy the everlasting benediction 
of a heavenly washing, and may come to 
the eternal kingdom promised in Christ, 
our Lord. 

The congregation, now rising, is invited 
from a portion of the Gospel by St. Mark, 
to ponder on the striking accomit of the 
Redeemer's gracious notice of the infants 
brought to Him, for obtaining a blessing. 
He took them in His arms, blaming and 
rebuking those who would have kept them 
from Him ; and exhorting all men to follow 
their pure and unworldly spirit. And from 
this tender companion of our Lord's man- 
ner, the anxious friends of the infant are 
encouraged to cast away every doubt ; and 
earnestly to believe, that the Saviour will, 
as readily, embrace the present infant with 
the arms of His mercy, and make such an 
one a partaker of His everlasting kingdom. 

Faith finds an easy vent in prayer ; a];^d 
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this touching assurance of Divine love, 
carries the hearts of all present unto God. 
With devout gratitude is praise rendered, 
that we ourselves have been brought within 
the knowledge of His grace, and called to 
exercise fitith in Him. And while lowly 
petition ascends, that this knowledge may 
be increased, and this faith confirmed in 
us evermore, more close intercession is 
offered, that the Holy Spirit may be vouch- 
safed to the infuit, now brought before the 
Lord ; that the child may be bom again \ 
and made an heir of salvation in Christ 
Jesus. 

Baptism is the entrance into the covenant 
of grace. Among the Jews, sponsors were 
required to pledge themselves for the child 

• 

' It is painful to reflect on the angry discussions 
between the abettors and the oppugners of Baptismal 
Regeneration. If some writers have used the term 
Regeneration, where the expression Renewing would 
have seemed more correct ; others have with the no- 
tion of the new Birth, confiised the continuance of life^ 
matured by the Spirit, of God. 
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to be brought up " an Israelite indeed \" 
Through this channel, the custom probably 
obtained in the early Christian Church 
which was in government, discipline, and 
worship, a liberalized modification of the 
Jewish ; a continuation of God's ancient 
Church, spiritualized, rather than the sub- 
stitution of a new one ^. But that the 
sponsors may be duly aware, that the bap- 
tismal grace, now given, may, unless dvdy 
cherished^ he stifled^ arid altogether sinned 
away^ the Church reminds them of the so- 
lemn and weighty charge which they are 
taking upon themselves, in behalf of ano- 
ther. She sets before them the extent of 
their petitions — namely that God would 
receive the infant ; release the soul from 
the curse of original sin ; give a sanctifying 
blessing through the Holy Ghost ; and a 
share in the eternal glory of heaven. And 
she assures them, that the promise of 
Christ will unfailingly be performed. 

Now then are they required, to make a 

* Vide Bp. Jebb, Sermon xv. * John i. 47* 
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VOW, in the name of the child, binding on 
him, if he would retain his privilege^ to re^ 
nounce the temptations of Satan, the en-* 
ticement of worldly vanity, and the polln* 
tions of the flesh. This renunciation was 
substituted for the ancient mode of ex- 
orcising the evil spirit, and casting forth 
his tempting presence. A profession of 
faith is made by them, in the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, one God, as providing forgive- 
ness, peace, communion of soul, and glory; 
and thus is the vow, taken by them, to be 
transferred in due time, to the yet uncon- 
scious infant ; a vow— of lowly obedience 
to the feiith of Christ, according to the re- 
vealed will of God. 

That this is to be accomplished, not by 
the strength of man, but by the power of 
God, working in us that which is well pleas- 
ing in His sight, how reverently does the 
prayer teach us, which now ascends—for 
the burial of the old Adam, and the creation 
of a new nature ; for the death of all carnal 
aftections, and for a life, from the Spirit, to 



BAPTISMAL SERVICE. 143 

be granted ; for power and victory over hell, 
and man, and self; for the attainment of 
heavenly virtues, and for the rewards of 
eternal mercy in Jesus. 

"The prayer of Consecration, over the 
water, follows. And He, that gave com- 
mand thus to enrol the beings of a fallen 
world, among subjects of his spiritual king- 
dom, is humbly supplicated, to sanctify the 
outward element of water, to the mystical 
washing away of sin, to convey the fulness 
of Divine grace to the soul ; and to pre- 
serve the child ever among the faithful 
and elect before God. 

The moment, precious to an immortal 
spirit, is now arrived, and the Christian 
name is demanded. Thus, when the Lord 
would confer a blessing upon Jacob, the 
name of Israel was granted unto him : and 
that of the father of the faithful was 
changed from Abram to Abraham, whea 
he was received into covenant. He is 
now to become one of God's redeemed 
children, united to Christ, as a branch 
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to the vine; and his heart,: unless the 
gracious intention of God be perverted, 
is henceforth to be the seat of the Com- 
forter. At this moment, the name bmng 
assigned, not of his earthly kindred^ but a 
name, marking his adoption into the honsa- 
hold of heaven, the water of Baptism is 
applied to his body, in the name of th» 
Father, and of the Son, and of tihe Holy 
Ghost. Then signed with the sign of the 
cross, he has a mark set on him, that be 
belongeth unto Christ; and henceforth must 
he fight the good fight of faith, without fear, 
and without shame, to the glory of God, as 
a good soldier and servant of Jesus Christ 
unto his life's end, ■' 

This most appropriate and significant de^ 
tion (signing with the sign of the cros«) is 
objected to by some. The only roQOdli 
given is, that it is a popish ceTetnoBj^ 
: Grant, that for a long season it has. b^sBH 
in use in the Bomish Church. So hus the 
Lord's Prayer. Shall we give up this also ? 
As an expressive symbol of faith, ip connec- 
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tion with Baptism, it caD be shown to 
have existed in the early Church ^ And 
a writer, within 100 years of St. John's 
death, remairks^ that they who wish to 
satifiiy themselves of its being handed down 
to .their age, can do this : and adds, that at 
meals, in lying down, in rising up, in going 
out, and coming in, the early Christians 
impressed this holy sign of the cross on 
their forehead. Mark well the moderation 
of our Church ! The signing with the cross 
had become a superstitious form, and was 
generally discouraged. But, in their reve- 
tence for antiquity, as it had been devoutly 
used by the Primitive Church, it was re- 
tained on one occasion — in the Sacrament 
of Adoption into Christ's family. 

All again kneeling, unite in the Lord's 
Prayer. We recall our own filial accept- 
aitee by invoking "Our Father." And hearty 
thanks are rendered to God, for adding 
another to the flock of Christ ; for regene- 

* St. Augustin. Serm. 101. p. 290. 
' Tertullian. Cor. Mil. chap. iii. 

H 
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rating, and making the baptized one. His 
own child ; and for incorporating him into 
His holy Church. And we humbly be- 
seech Almighty God, that, having been 
made partaker of such privileges as a hea- 
venly birth implies \ the newly dedicated 
one may crucify the old man, and utteriy 
abolish the whole body of sin, share in the 
glory of the resurrection, and triumph with 
Christ, in the everlasting kingdom. 

Would that sponsors could be persuaded 
to read over the concluding addre«3, mot 
only before they engage in so holy an un- 
dertaking, but, occasionally, through life 
afterwards ! They would observe it ac- 
knowledged by them, as their bounden duty, 
to see, that the child be taught, so Soon 
as he shall be able to learn, the vows upon 
him to his God and Saviour. They wotfid 
be more ready to urge the necessity of liis 

^ " That infused Divine virtue of the Holy Ghost, 
which giveth to the powers of the soul th,ejx first 
disposition towards newness of life."'— Ho^^ pn 
Baptism. Eccl. Pol. B. v. C. 60, 
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imbibing the elements of £aith and holi- 
ness; and invite his mind to taste the 
blessings of Christian worship. They would 
excite their children in Christ, to follow 
the example of the Saviour, and become 
like unto Him. They would lead their 
fittle charges, dear in the Lord, to mortify 
errery evil aflfection, and daily to advance 
in aU virtue and godliness. 

It rarely happens now, that we are called 
upon, except in cases of extreme illness, 
or apprehension of death, to perform that 
service in a private dwelling, which the 
honour of God requires to be celebrated in 
His sanctuary. When the office, however, 
is thus, from necessity, mutilated, the child, 
cif life be spared by God, is in due time 
r^IHresented in the temple of the Lord, and 
^ppenly received among the acknowledged 
children of God ^ 



}< 



-" '* HiiiB is frequently called, being half-baptized — 
' ^ Xistm^ Which cannot be too much regretted, or too 
quickly forsaken. 

h2 
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But when childhood has passed awaj, 
and youth, in education and stature, is 
"verging towards a riper age, then should 
the young disciple come forward before 
the Fathers of the Church, and desire to 
be Confirmed. 

First, however, let due enquiry be made, 
whether they be sensible of their fallen, 
and restored condition. Have they learned, 
that there is in them still, an eyil heart to 
be renewed — to be struggled against ? Are 
they humble and penitent, under the fear 
of having oft defiled the whiteness of the 
baptismal robe ? Perhaps in some, in many 
instances they have cast ofi^, for a season, 
the Lord their God ? Are they sensible of 
having sins to answer for ? Are they aware 
of their constantly needing Divine grace^ 
to heal and preserve their souls, and to 
make them partakers of the Divine natui^f 
Are they drawing nigh, in faith> and dnc^ie 
contrition ? And, if hitherto restrained^ 
by grace, from grievous failure, are they 
anxious to maintain a strict adherence to 
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Christ, as their only Saviour ? Let such 
be brought, at the tumiug point of life 
and character, unto their heavenly Father. 
Let them receive confirming graco: and 
seek a fresh supply of heavenly help, in 
taking the vow of devotedness to God, on 
themselves. Let the young Christian, whien 
asked,in the presence of God, if he be ready 
to ratify the promises made for him ; if he 
be sincere, in living henceforth for heaven, 
(not for hell) let him be able to answer, 
without prompting, from his heart, 1 do. 
Then will he hear with joy, that his help 
is in the name of the Lord : and he will 
Wess the Lord ; and his heart will send up 
his cry unto Him that heareth. How com^ 
forting will it be, on his eye anxiously glanc. 
ing at the journey of life before him, in all 
its temptations and bewildering paths, to 
heit the intercessor upon earth, beseech- 
ing tfiraugh the great Advocate in heaven j 

r 

tl^t'he may be strengthened, and increased 
in^^odUness and knowledge, and the mani-« ■ 
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fold gifts of grace, and be kd onward^ in a 
spirit qfhdyfear. 

The Apostles indeed conveyed, on the 
laying on of their hands, not only a spiri- 
tual blessing, but supernatural gifts of tem«- 
porary benefit to the Church. These mirt^ 
ctilous attestations passed away, when, m 
the sight of God, no longer necessary. But, 
let no man doubt, that Christ doth, to the 
present hour, at the mediating prayer of 
His servants upon earth, bestow a stabli^ 
ing gift of grace, secretly vouchsafed to 
the inner man. If the young will fiuthfiilly 
pray for grace, they will experience a De^ 
fence from on high, in the continuance of 
God's favour : they \dn, if they be not false 
to Him that loved them even to the death, 
remain among the people of God for ever ; 
and daily increase in His Holy Spirit more 
and more, till they come unto His ^verhst- 
ing kingdom. Christ is with His Ghureh 
to the end of the wcxrld, acting through the 
ministrations of His servants, in th& w^. 
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and sacraments, and the ordinances of the 
Gospel. And the hand of paternal bene- 
diction, now laid on the head of the young 
disciple, is a gracious sign of God's fatherly 
hand, guiding, restraining, and strengthen- 
ing each in his stedfast course. Let them 
Bot fear! Directed, sanctified and got- 
TOmed both in their hearts and bodies, all 
they who seek the Lord, shall find them- 
iBelTes secure under His mighty protection, 
and be preserved in body and soul for ever- 
iaore« 

. The oflSce for the Baptism of those who 

riTj^of riper years, was added at the last 

i^yisal of our Liturgy, a. d. 1661. During 

:the wretched years of the great Rebellion, 

«o grievous was the neglect of bringing in- 

jfyatB to holy Baptism, that the Church 

.jg^pd it needful to provide a service suit- 

Afjible to those, who were capable of giving 

^jm account of their faith, and fiilly compre- 

(^j^i^ng the solemn vows undertaken. This 

service diflfers from the one for infants, in 

h4 
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the portion of sacred Scripture chosen ; it 
being that part of the Gospel, wherein 
Nicodemus is taught the mode of entering 
the Messiah's kingdom, outwardly by water : 
and assured of the mighty privileges of the 
new birth conveyed thereby from the Spirit. 
" Except a man be bom of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of heaven \" The addresses also are 
made to the individual himself, instead of 
his witnesses. And after receiving his re- 
nunciation of sin, his confession of faith, 
and his resolution, by the help of Grod, to 
live henceforth in the Lord, the minister 
pours on him the water of Baptism ; and 
under the purifying Spirit, he enters the 
new life, a regenerate soul. He is forth- 
with reminded, that having put on Christ, 
and being made a child of God, and of the 
light, he is bound to walk answerably tb 



/ '•. 



* St. John iii. 5. Vide Hooker Eccl. Pol. B. v. 
c. 59. 3. In which he asserts " the general consent 
of antiquity agreeing in the literal interpretation*' of 
these words. 
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his Christian calling; and that he must 
seek to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is plainly then a just interpretation 
of Scripture, according to the learned and 
pious fathers of the Church, that where 
Baptism is rightly received, the soul is re- 
generate, or new born, and is grafted into 
the Church ; the promises of forgiveness of 
sin, and of our adoption to be the isons of 
God, by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed 
and sealed. Faith is confirmed, and grace 
increased, by virtue of prayer unto God ^ 
In the case of infants, who cannot, by any 
wilful wickedness, oppose the grace of God, 
we may joyfully believe, according to the 
views of the primitive Church, that they 
are washed clean from Adam's descending 
guilt and defilement, taken into the blessed 
company of God's children, joined to Christ 

* Vide Twenty-seventh Article of the Church — 
Baptism. 

fl5 
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by tke communication of a DiTine life, 
through His 8pirit, and placed within the 
influence of covenanted grace ; so that, if 
thej fail of salvation, no blame shall pre- 
sumptuously attach to Him,^ who would 
have all men to be saved. 

Nor may we doubt, that when a grown 
person comes to the font, convinced of sin, 
penitent, looking unto Jesus as the Author 
and Finisher of faith, and seeking grace to 
live for the world to come — ^the promise is 
no less surely fulfilled. Released fix>m all 
past sin, he also is bom anew, and made 
an heir in Christ of everlasting salvation K 



mt »«• 



When so many are brought to receive 
Baptism from custom, or fix>m a view to 
worldly advantage, and are seen to grow 
up without regard for God, their Saviour, 

^ As soon as baptized, and not till then, was ^e 
adult disciple of the Primitive Church allowed to ad- 
dress God in the Lord's Prayer, as ** Our Father"— a 
fact, clearly marking their sense of the Baptismal' 
privilege. 
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their Sanctifier, or their own souls, the 
£uth of some is shaken. They are tempted 
to ask. Can such a mysterious change take 
place, as warrants the term in Scripture, 
new horn — ^yet no difference be perceived 
in after life ? If a heavenly seed were thus 
planted in the heart, should we not see 
some decided efforts at growing in grace? 
The process, be it remembered in reply, 
is illustrated by the most secret of natural 
causes, the blowing of the unseen winds of 
heaven. It is the very essence of faith, to 
believe, not because we discern, but, be- 
cause €k)d hath said. Are we not moreover 
apt to confuse, between \h'^ first communi- 
cation of Divine grace to the soul, which is 
passive^ in Regeneration ; and the Conversion 
of the heart, actively engaged towards God ? 
Do we not mistake between the earliest 
dawn of an inward life, and the bright 
course of spiritual manhood? Do not 
many understand by Regeneraiion^ what 
/the holy Scripture more commonly desig- 
nates, Renewing ? " Not hj works of righ- 

h6 



156 BAPTISHtfAL 8BEVICE. 

teousness, which we have done, but, ac- 
cording to His mercy He saved us, by the 
washing of Regeneration, and the Renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost ^ Wherein consists 
the difference between St. John's baptism, 
and that of our Lord, except in this — ^that 
the Holy Spirit is communicated in the 
baptism under the Gospel ? " As many as 
have been baptized into Christ, have put on 
Christ ^." ^^ Baptism doth ivow save ttSj not 
the putting away the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience towards 
God*." Feeble indeed, is the spark of natu- 
ral life in a new bom infant. But because 
he cannot forthwith reason, or pray, lift up 
his voice in the Church or the Senate, or 
lead an army against the enemy, are we 
to affirm that real life is not within the 
child ? He may be of a sickly habit^ de- 
prived of reason, cut off like a flower, by 
the scythe of death — are we to deny that 

' Titut iii. 5. • Gal. iii. 27. 

» 1 Pet. iii. 21. 
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he was ever bom ? Some have been heard 
to assert their belief, that infants are not 
capable of Regeneration, Of what speak we? 
** Is any thing too hard for God ^ ?" Cannot 
He that caused water to be the instrument 
of instantaneous cleansing, when applied 
with faith in His power, to the leprous body 
of Naaman ; and made the pool of Beth- 
esda, a fountain of healing at His angel's 
touch, can He not, by the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, at the intercession of His Son, 
render the font of Baptism, the source of 
new life to the diseased soul ? Will the 
effect be less perceptible, when the child, 
according to the Covenant, is trained to 
remember his Creator in the days of his 
youth, to draw nigh unto his Saviour, and 
seek for help utterly to abolish the whole 
body of sin ? If, on the contrary, children 
are educated without care to awaken their 
consciences ; if the pledge of devotedness 
to Christ's service be not redeemed by 
their natural parents, their sponsors, and 

* Gen. xviii, 14. 
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in due time by themselves — ^who shall 
charge the majesty of God, with indi£fer- 
ence to their souls? And yet there is 
nothing more striking in the lives of per*- 
sons who have gone headlong into sin» 
than the acknowledgment of warnings, 
arousings of conscience, gleams of convio* 
tion, persuasion of hope ^ Whence did 
these movements proceed, but from the 
Spirit of God grieved, not yet quenched ? 
Do they not preach the doctrine, that a 
grace, freely given in Baptism, is not hastily 
withdrawn ? Do they not enforce what 
the rich man from hell wished to be pro- 
claimed to his brethren upon earth — Re- 
pent, and turn unto the Lord ? 

I do earnestly call on every parent to 
believe, on this subject, what the etriy 
Church believed, at the lips of inspired 
messengers from heaven. BeUeve, wfaeii 
you bring your babe to the font, that^ as 
the element of water is visibly applied, the 

r 

^ Vide Life of Bev. John Newton, and otlLeis»w ; 
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Hfe^ving grace of the Spirit may be ex- 
peoted. Beware ! lest by unbelief, or other 
sin in this matter, you provoke God, to 
withhold the fulness of His love. Your 
ahild will not merely be enrolled in the 
visible Church, but born again \ in a high 
and holy sense, and joined unto Christ the 
Saviour. 

It cuts one to the heart, to see indiffer* 
ence, unbelief, levity, haste, or formality 
around the font. Realize, at that moment, 
the presence of the Father, Son and Spirit* 
Pray with faith for your dear child. Bring 
them when infants. Let not the sad spec* 
tacle be witnessed, of three, four, six chil- 
dren of the same parents, brought at the 
same time for baptism. 

Provide sponsors, who will prove a help 
to you, cooperating in the work of sancti- 
fication. Let not the sponsors be hastily 
chosen ; nor any invited to this important 
office, from a sordid regard to their wealth, 

^ '' Baptism, wherein the mystery of our Regene- 
ration ift.wrought." — £ccl. Pol. B. v. C« 62. 8. 20. 



16Q BAPTISMAL SERYIO£« 



'. ^ » '. 



rank, or patronage ^ Be prepared, with 
your Common Prayer in hand, to make 
those responses which the Church requires; 
and be not dependant on a prompter, on 
so solemn an occasion. Believe in your 
hearts, that a Divine grace is imparted, 
which, if you watch over your child, and 
pray for him ; and teach him according to 
the Grospel, will surely spring up, and bring 
forth the fragrant blossoms and the hea- 
venly fruit of holiness, under the dews of 
Gk>d's blessed Spirit. 

We have all, I willingly hope, been ad- 
mitted into the family of Christ, by the 
Sacrament of Regeneration. Have we se- 
riously considered how great a trust was 
then committed to us ? Great as the bap- 
tismal blessing is, through the unmerited . 
goodness of the Lord, it may utterly be 
quenched by sinful neglect, or open rebe^>^ 

' In the judgment of the Church, none should utf^ ' ^ 
dertifcke the.ofiloe of sponsors, who are not cm^muM^''^ 
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lion. Good were it for such men, if they 
had never been born again. How shall 
we answer it at the great day, if we have 
refused to humble ourselves, and believe ? 
if we have hardened the heart in sin, which 
the Comforter had once taken for his dwel- 
ling place, and there would have inhabited 
for ever ? Can we seriously reflect, that, in 
the hour of Baptism, we were brought back 
to a state of imputed innocence — and not 
deeply mourn over the transgressions, 
which, in childhood, in youth, yea in our 
present state, have often interrupted the 
enjojrment of Divine peace? Happy in- 
deed, those of us (few, it must be feared) 
who have never lost their filial state of 
acceptance. 

But for those who have erred and strayed, 
is not the door of mercy open ? Flee again 
to the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Seek to lay hold afresh, on the covenanted 
pardon, the assured grace ! Strive to at- 
tain unto that power against sin — that 
peace of conscience, that joy in the Holy 
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Ghost, that fervent hope of life everlasting, 
which axe the amazing privileges of the 
Believer. I tell you, on the word of God, 
"before you call, he^will answer: while 
you are yet speaking, he will hear ^ :** and 
" he that overcometh, shall finally be re- 
ceived among those, who have washed their 
robes white in the blood of the Lamb ^.^ 

* Isa. Ixv. 24. ^ Rev. vii. 14« 
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" I.ORD» I BELIEVE HELP THOU MINE UNBELIEF.*' 



These words were addressed to our Sa- 
viour by an afflicted parent, anxious for the 
recovery of his child. He felt that every 
thing depended on his being able to realize 
the power and readiness of the Lord to re- 
lieve him ; he avows that he believes ; yet> 
fearing for the event, and conscious of the 
weakness of his faith, he implores Christ to 
pity his infirmity, and to strengthen his 
dependence. Our Lord's miracles^ indeed, 
form some of the best illustrations of 
mercy and grace proceeding from God; 
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and tbej as clearly explain the character 
of those dispositions, by which we bring 
the dealings of God home to onrselveaf. 
Now the faith of the distressed man in thef 
Gospel, and the fkith of the disciplined, 
the awakened, and the enlightened Chrid^ 
tian, is the same in principle : while thij' 
object, to which the mind is directed^ isl 
different. He^ had &ith in Christ, as abli^- 
to remove bodily disease; we^ must haw 
faith in Christ, as able and willing to tak^^ 
away the charge of guilt which lies against-* 
us, and to give us dominion over sin. - ^ 
Having seen, in a former discourse, thi^-' 
pardon, grace, and salvation are covenanted' 
in baptism to the true penitent ; and thaf 
a faith^ combining with repentance, ^fl-' 
fruitful in love, is needful for us as hope^^ 
members of the Christian covenanfr~ltr i«^ 
desirable for us, now, to consider the.ri&tl 
vealed subjects which our faith embMc^i"^ 
And in order to assist the Christian herein, 
our Church sets before us, " all the articles 
of the Christian faith " collected together 
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in the Creeds which is a title expressive of 
the summary of our belief. How much 
labour, how much danger is saved by this ! 
Instead of every man having to search out 
for himself, through all the history, the 
prophecies, the psalms, the epistles, the 
discourses of the Bible, for the several 
points of faith, behold them clearly and 
impressively presented in this form ! Here 
they are, exhibited in words, which (if not 
actually set forth by the very Apostles 
themselves) certainly were embodied by 
those who came next unto, and knew the 
mind of the Apostles. Are we not more 
likely to drink the purest water from the 
qpring itself? The farther we go back, 
yiea, to the earliest times of the Gospel, 
aod the nearer we keep our minds to the 
teaching of those, who were inspired by the 
Holy Ghost, the more likely are we to ar- 
riy4^ at "the truth as it is in Jesus \" Let 

>'»( ' > Eph. iv. 21. 
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tis f]ii%iy, that Holy Spirit, who dwells within 
the Church, to give light to our dark minds, 
and bestow grace on us, not merely to pro- 
fess our belief — ^but to believe with the 
heart — ^unto righteousness. 

" I believe in God, the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth." TKe 
foundation of all religion is—to believe 
that there is one God. This^ the poww, 
and vnsdom, and harmony, and ^MKkieBs 
around us, may abundantly teach. Hie 
convictions of conscience may fully p«*^ 
made us of this. But, the Bible hnngs 
before us the great truth, at its veary 
opening. It represents God— or the good 
Being — as making, out of nothing, all 
things that are in heaven and earth. G^ 
is declared to us, as never having a be^ri^b- 
-mng of existence— and never capable ^f 
having an end. A Spirit— holy iii Hbn- 
^elf, and showing wrath against all sin; as 
merciful, while just: and this^in ^^p^- 
sistency, because He hath " laid help upon 
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One that is mighty ^ " to save ; He has from 
an eternity, regarded man's sin, as borne 
away by " the Lamb slain from the foun* 
dation of the world," 

But the belief does not only speak of 
what God is in Himself. It proclaims what 
He is, in regard, and in relation to man- 
kind. He is " the Father'' In a general 
view, the Father of aU : but in a peculiar 
fense, the Father of aU^ who, being elected 
out of a lost and corrupt world, are taken 
into a covenant of grace ; who, being adopted 
sacramentally into the family of heaven, 
,«re placed within the help and teaching of 
His Holy Spirit. But still in a higher 
6ense, is God, the Father — even of those 
'Who not only have been called, but have 
- wdcomed the call ; who are united to the 
Son of God, by a living faith ; who are re- 
g^E^ed effectually as children of grace, be- 
cause of their connection with the only 
•iM^tten Son of God ; who seek not their 

' Psalm Ixxxix. 19. 

7 
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own glory, but the glory of their Father, 
which is in heaven. And thus we profess 
our belief in God the Father Almighty, 
who made us and all the world. 

2. "In God, the Son, who hath re- 
deemed us and all mankind.*' To redeem, 
is to purchiase again, that which has been 
lost. We were all in a ruined condition : 
captives — ^slaves to the prince of this world. 
Christ, according to the everlasting cove- 
nant, paid down the price of redemption — 
even His own most precious blood (for 
" without shedding of blood is no remis- 
sion of sin) ^" " He said to the prisoners. 
Go forth * !" This redemption is wrought for 
aU mankind. Certain benefits are derived 
through Christ, which are more than a 
compensation for what has been forfeited 
in Adam. But who is this King of glory — - 
that hath so redeemed us ? It is the Lord 
Jesus Christ — the only Son of God. Our 
Saviour, in His divine nature, is " begotten 

1 Heb. ii. 22. » Is. xlix. 9. 
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of Grod, before aU worlds." "Begotten 
not made r for then would he have been a 
creature. He is " very God, of very God.*' 
Jestis means Saviour, and is the same as 
Joshua. Christy signifies anointed, or the 
Messiah; seeing, that He was visibly anoint- 
ed by the distinguishing baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, and consecrated hereby to His 
offices — Prophet^ to reveal in all its fulness 
the will of God ; Priest^ to atone by His 
own sacrifice for man's sin ; and King^ to 
rule His Church by unseen authority ; until 
He cometh again to glorify His people ; 
and finally to judge the world. 

But in, what manner was it ordained that 
God the Son should become the Saviour of 
the world ? " Verily, He took not on Him 
the nature of angels," but of the seed of 
Abraham ^ In the nature which had sinned, 
redemption must be wrought out. But it 
must be a holy nature. " The Lord must 
compass a new thing *." The power of 

» Heb. ii. 16. ' Jer. xxxi. 22. 
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the Holy Ghost was pleased to create a per- 
fectly holy human nature — of a reasonable 
soul and human flesh subsisting. Thus, 
" conceived by the Holy Ghosts and bom of the 
Virgin Mary^^ — ^The divine Word took the 
manhood into God. He took not the na- 
ture of a man that had already lived : but 
He took on Him the nature of man^ bom 
out of the common course. " A body was 
prepared," wherein God's glory might be- 
come visible to man's eyes ; wherein a per- 
fect obedience might be rendered ; wherein 
a complete sacrifice for sin might be offered. 
" Lo, I come" — a voice is heard in the 
heavens, and a star of glory shines oyer 
the village of Bethlehem, and the first 
Christmas anthem is that^ of angels singing 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men ^" 
With what feelings of abased prostration 
of soul, must we gaze, by faith, on that in- 
fant, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and 

^ Luke ii. 14. 
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lying in a manger ; when we say to our- 
selves, God is in that holy Infant : God is 
one with that holy Child of twelve years' 
old, submitting in all subjection to His 
mother, and His reputed father. Yes, it is 
mysterious. It is meant to be so. We 
are to veil our eyes, like the cherubs and 
seraphs, and adore ; not to lift the cover of 
the ark — not to touch it rudely — lest the 
Lord come forth with a breach upon us. 
God is in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself. It is not merely the man 
Jestss ; but the Son of God^ manifesting 
Himself in a human nature. God and 
man, one Christ ; who goeth about doing 
good, healing the sick, feeding the fainting 
multitude. It is God the Son, in the like- 
ness of man, who walks on the roaring 
waves, raises Lazarus from the grave, casts 
out devils, preaches His Sermon on the 
Mount, discourses in parables, purifies the 
Temple, shines in the glory of His transfi- 
guration, enters Jerusalem with hosannas, 
and the garden with prayer, smites the 

i2 
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conspirators to the earth with a word, and 
stands before the judgment seat of Pilate 
— the eternal Judge before the governor 
of a Roman province ! 

Had the Son of God, without taberna- 
cling in flesh, proclaimed the everlasting 
gospel, from a throne of glory in the clouds 
— ^awful indeed, in the midst of mercy, 
would the message of grace have been — 
and soon, perhaps, forgotten, as thai which 
was heard at Mount Sinai ! But what 
could have compensated for the loss of 
such an example, as the innocent, devout, 
meek, patient, compassionate, undaunted 
Jesus ? The very contrast of His lowly, 
unprovided, despised condition (with what 
shame does it cover our race, that siich a 
Being should have been despised), the very 
contrast of His needs and humility, with 
the assertion of right to forgive sins on 
earthy and to pass sentence at the great 
day — ^is one of the most impressive features 
in divine revelation ; and gains'in force, in- 
stead of losing, by our increasing medita- 
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tion on Christ. Had Jesus not been ma% 
as well as God, no sacrifice in the offend- 
ing nature could have been made. Had 
not the blood of Jesus, been " the blood of 
God \" as Scripture declares, the propitia- 
tion for sin could not have boen universal 
in its efficacy. 

We left our Lord, like a skeep before 
the shearers, dumb, and opening, not His 
mouth. But in His humiliation, all the 
judgment of justice was taken away. The 
malice of His enemies, because He re- 
proved their sin ; the disappointment of 
the Jewish senate, because He would not 
give them earthly for heavenly glory ; the 
envy of the chief priests and scribes, be- 
cause He taught truth from God, instead 
of vain traditions and formal obedience, 
prevailed ; — and the weak-minded, false- 
hearted rabble, that a few days before had 
been cutting down branches of palm trees, 
and spreading their garments before Him, 

[ Acts XX. 28. 

i3 
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to do Him honour — ^now, are led by the 
wcked influence of designing rulers to 
gnash their teeth against Him, without a 
cause ; and to cry aloud. Crucify Him ! cru- 
cify Him ! But before this sharpness of 
death. He sufiered under the bloody stripes 
of the scourge, at the command of him, 
who had declared that he found no fault in 
this Man. " He sufiered" indeed " under 
Pontius Pilate." The Roman chronicles 
stam'p thefacU with the name and date of 
this governor's authority thus exercised — 
but we " need not the testimony of man." 
Follow now your Lord, with His true 
mourners (rewarded with His last words 
of sympathy), follow Him by faith to Cal- 
vary. There, behold those hands, that 
shrank not from touching the polluted 
leper; those feet, which bore Him, day 
after day, on His journeys of love ! behold 
these, mangled with the sharp nails that 
fasten Him to the raised cross! There, 
for more than three hours, does He hang, 
a spectacle to angels and to man. On the 
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" altar of that cross," He makes a full 
atonement for all sin. There, He breathes 
forth His soul (when it pleased Him to 
lay down His life) : " Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit ;" and when 
He had so said, " He gave up the ghost. 
It was finished." All that the counsels 
of heaven had sanctioned, and the ingrati- 
tude of man had plotted, and the rage of 
hell had devised, was " finished :" and 
while Caiaphas mocked, and a sword 
pierced through the Virgin's soul, God 
was reconciled, and " could be just, while 
the Justifier of him that believeth in 
Jesus ^" 

The cruel insensibility of a Roman sol- 
dier gave certainty of our Lord's deaths by 
piercing that holy side, firom which the 
blood and the water (the pardon and sanc- 
tification of the two sacraments) issued 
forth, before the eyes of the beloved dis- 
ciple. What scenes and sights followed ! 

1 Rom. iii. 26. 

i4 
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The sun was darkened in the heavens. 
The Jewish curtain before the holy of 
holies, rent from the top to the bottom. 
The rocks clave asimder. The graves burst 
open. And a heathen voice of adoration 
(it is said by some — that of Cornelius) pro- 
claimed, as the great herald of the sublime 
occasion, ^' Truly, this was the Son of 
God ^" Christ " was crucified, dead, and 
buried." For now — ^they who had been 
secret disciples, came forward boldly — and 
he who had once come to Jesus by niyht — 
is bravely and openly professing his attach- 
ment ; and the sacrificed Messiah (as the 
prophet had foretold) made His grave 
with the rich, though He had been num- 
bered with the transgressors in His death *. 
A rock, which had been hollowed out with 
care, and had never yet received any other 
body, now admits those hallowed remains, 
with which the Godhead still was united, 
so that His flesh saw no corruption. 

^ Matt, xxvii. 54. ' Is. liii. 9. 
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But the soul of the Saviour, not less full of 
the Godhead, " descended into heW^ — not 
the place of suffering, but Hades — Para^ 
dise — the abodes of the redeemed spirits. 
Theriy must the full tidings have been 
beard by Abraham, rejoicing to see Christ's 
glorious day. In that blessed hour, must 
Christ's presence have shed on David's 
spirit the fulness of joy. Then, would 
the little martyrs of Bethlehem, sing Ho- 
sannas around their Lord ; and the latest 
triumph of the cross would be magnified 
in the penitent thief, who had so quickly 
realized the promise, " This day, shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise ^" 

The Jews had destroyed the fleshly tem- 
ple, in which the Deity had tabernacled 
among them : but He that " had power to 
lay down His life, had power to take it 
again ^" and on the third day, Christ rose 
again from the dead." " ThatDeceiver" (as 
His enemies yet dared^io call Him, amid the 

^ Luke xxiii. 43* ' John x. 18. 
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awful manifestations of Divine wrath), an 
earthquake giving warning of " the first- 
fruits of them that slept," left His sepul- 
chre, amid the attendance of angels. The 
stone was by divine power rolled away: 
an angel rested on it : angels sat fixed in 
adoring contemplation, at the head and 
the foot of the place lately occupied by 
the Divine body : the grave clothes were 
folded apart, " The Lord was risen in- 
deed !" Thus was it proved, to our great 
comfort, that sin was forgiven, because 
the surety who had been imprisoned for 
us, was set at liberty ; that our bodies 
also should rise, " every man in his own 
order ^ ;" that God was effectually recon- 
ciled, and man redeemed. 

" He ascended into heaven :'* but not till 
He had commissioned chosen witnesses to 
attest the fact, of His eating and drinking 
with them, after He rose from the dead ; 
not till He had ordained His apostles as 

1 1 Cor. XV. 23. 
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a body corporate, for carrying on His 
Church ; not till He had infused a Divine 
power into that Church (whereof blessed 
be God cur Church is a pure branch), 
whereby remission of sin, and restoring 
grace, should be conveyed — as through a 
divinely appointed channel of mercy ; not 
till He had sent forth His Apostles, " as 
ffis Father had sent Him, with a promise 
to be with ihenC^ (in the persons of their 
successors) " even to the end of the world \" 
Then, led He them out to Bethany, and 
while bestowing His parting blessing, " He 
was received up into heaven," followed by 
the sorrowing adoration of His bereaved 
Apostles, and sat in glory, "the glory 
which He had, before the foujidation of 
the world ^" at the right hand of God. 

But there, Thou art — ^Thou Son of the 
Blessed — ^beyond the neglect, and mockery, 
and cruelty of man, for whom Thou earnest 
to die ! Mighty Intercessor ! Thou art gone 

^ John XX. 21. * John xvii. 5. 

i6 
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up on high to bless us. Yea, though in 
heaven, Thou ait one with all the people 
of God. 

But " He will come again ; and will 
^nollj judge the worldy' the quick (i. e. those 
who shall be alive) and dead, "for the 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son^'* They that are 
Christ's will rise at His coming: "the dead 
in Christ, shall rise first ' :" Then^ cometh 
the end ; when that same Jesus, who once 
stood with his hands bound before Pilate, 
shall sit on the throne of glory in the 
heavens. " Before him shall be gathered 
all nations, and they that have done good, 
shall go into life everlasting, and they that 
have done evil, into everlasting fire '." 

Having thus professed our faith in God, 
the Father ; and in God, the Son, the Re- 
deemer ; we avow our belief in God, the 
Holy Ghost. We acknowledge one God in 
essence — ^Three Persons. We believe in — 

* John V. 22. « 1 Thess. iv. 16. • Matt xxv. 46. 
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The Holy Ghost, that moved upon the 
waters, that was resisted by the apostate 
Patriarchs before the flood, that inspired the 
Apostles and Prophets — The Comforter, 
who "divideth grace to every man, severally, 
as he will ^ :" the Giver of spiritual life, who 
washes us from sin, at Baptism ; and adopts 
us by regenerating grace into the family of 
Heaven, and daily renews the heart, by 
illuminating truth, by awakening convic- 
tions, by gracious persuasions, and gentle 
guidance. Yea, He sanctifies by awfiil warn- 
ings, arousing ; by heavenly strength, up- 
holding ; by divine peace, comforting ; by 
causing the word of Christ to dwell richly 
in the soul ; by making us meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 

I believe " in the holy Catholic Church" — 
not Roman Catholic, for that would be to 
limit what we at the same time profess to 
be universal: we profess to believe in a 
universal Church — or holy congregation 

* 1 Con xii. 11. 
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of Christians, gathered from aU nations, 
and not, as the Jews, confined to one peo- 
ple, — a divinely constituted society, es- 
tablished by Christ Himself; carried on 
by His Apostles, and handed down to our 
own times, by those set apart, in succession 
from them, — a family of God, embracing 
high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another ; and sustained in soul, as to the 
living members, by the grace from the 
Lord, to be ministered by the stewards of 
His mysteries. 

I believe in " the communion of Saints." 
Yes, brethren, when Christians pray, it is 
not for themselves alone. The touch of 
devotion vibrates throughout the spiritual 
society of all who love the Lord Jesus, in 
heaven and in earth. Millions of blessed 
spirits and Christians, are praying for you, 
when such a thought is not in your mind ; 
and you pray for millions, whom you will 
never know, till " the spirit hath returned 
to God that gave it." We hold one faith, 
and are ruled by one Lord. We are 

15 
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cleansed by one baptism : eat of one bread, 
and drink of one cup : one Father loves us ; 
one Saviour died for us ; one Spirit gives 
grace to make us holy. Through one gate 
of death, we go out of this world, and 
land on the shores of heaven with "<Ae 
forgiveness of sin'' purchased by the 
blood of Jesus, and applied to the con- 
science by the Spirit. And if we be among 
the pardoned and sanctified, we shall 
enjoy that everlasting life, where we shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall the sun light on us, nor any 
heat. But the Lamb, which is in the 
midst of the throne, shall lead us to foun- 
tains of living water ; and God shall wipe 
away all tears for ever \ 

Much it is to be feared, that with too many, 
the Belief, this ancient and precious record 
of faith, is repeated with little feeling of de- 
votion. Alas ! which of us must not plead 
guilty to our oftentimes saying the words, 

* Rev. vii. 16. 
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while the long list of heavenly subjects is 
making no corresponding impression on our 
hearts ? Do we believe these things ? Have 
we iaith in God, as once angry— now recon- 
ciled ? Have we that faith in Jesus, which 
accepts Him, not merely as the teacher of 
a beautiful system of morality, but as the 
Giver of a free pardon to us, miserable sin- 
ners? Do we pray for the teaching of 
, the Holy Spirit, that we may be ma(}e 
new creatures f "The just shall live bt/ 
faith ^^ We are accounted righteous, 
only on the score of Christ's merits. And 
the benefit of His cross is made over to 
the penitent, not merely as a penitent, but 
as one seeking mercy on the plea, of Christ 
suffering in the room of what we have de- 
served. Do you not see then the vaitie of 
faith ? To him, who does not believe in 
that which he has not seen, it is the samo: 
as if it did not exist. If any do not be- 
lieve in God, then, to such an one, practi- 

* Rom. i. 17. 
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cally there is no God. If you are not per- 
suaded, that God sent His Son in an's 
nature, to live and die for us — ^you put 
yourself in the condition of one, for whom 
all the agony of Gethsemane, and the tor- 
tures of the crucifixion, have been under- 
gone to no purpose : you undo in your own 
case (as far as you are able) God's work of 
mercy. If, again, you do not so far feel 
the corruptness of your nature, as willingly 
to call upon the Holy Spirit to carry on 
the work of grace happily commenced ; or 
to enlighten, and restore you, you grieve 
and resist Him: yea, as far as your own good 
is concerned, you deny His existence ; you 
make Him to be nothing, who is eternal. 

But the central point of faith is, sur- 
rendering yourself to Christ as a Saviour, 
to take away your sin, and to train you by 
acquired holiness for heaven. This is the 
important point in faith : because it empties 
the proud heart, of self-righteousness ; it 
makes us go as beggars, to the gate of 
mercy. It requires us to feel our wretch- 
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edness and want ; and it finds a fiill supply 
of grace and love in the atonement of the 
Son of God. It is not merely believing — 
but trusting in, depending on — clinging to 
Jesus Christ, as the ofdy name^ through 
whom salvation can be received. He, 
that has been washed by the fury of the 
storm from the deck of the vessel, carried 
up to the heaven and down again to the 
deep, and lays hold on the rope, with dif- 
ficulty cast within his reach, has faith in 
them that have succoured him, as anxious 
to drag him out of the depths. And thou, 
O perishmg sinner! hast the promise of 
Jesus, that if you sorrow for sin, and trust 
to Him for redemption. He will save you 
from ruin and guilt ; and purify you as one 
of His peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. You have not time to delay ; at 
any moment you may be called ; this night 
thy soul may be required. Turn unto the 
Lord, and He will never forsake thee. 

But faith is not only for the beginner 
in religion. It is the vital principle. It 
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is as necessary for the whole Christian life, 
as breathing is for natural existence. If 
any feel that they have not thisfaith^ which 
links the hopes of the soul to Christ, ye 
must pray to God, to give you this faith. 
And you must search your hearts; and 
humble yourselves for all sins, negligences, 
and ignorances : and ye must pray and 
strive to keep out of the way of temptation ; 
and ye must burst through every open act 
of misdoing. Turn thou me, O Lord, and 
so shall I be turned; this must be thy 
constant prayer. 

As to those, who, having examined 
themselves before God, to see whether 
they be in the faith, " have a good hope 
because of His word," they must not 
think of themselves as having attained to 
a certain point, whereat they may cease 
from diligence concerning their souls. They 
must pray for deeper convictions of sin, 
and livelier faith in Christ, and higher 
strivings after holiness. They must pray, 
each one, " Lord, I believe, help Thou 
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mine unbelief." In proportion as faith 
grows stronger and clearer, earthly things 
will lose their hold on the mind, will ap- 
pear like the vexations or amusements of 
childhood ; while heavenly things will be 
less frequently obscured. Faith is not im- 
planted by the Holy Spirit, in order that 
we should sit down and profess, I have 
faith : but it is fixed within us, to be the 
mainspring of the spiritual works. It will 
bear us up, when in new scenes of trial ; 
when perplexed as to o\ir course; when 
distressed in our families ; when in want ; 
when we are tempted under any form. 
Read the eleventh chapter of St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and see how every 
saint of old overcame by faith — ^by having 
a 'power within^ which gave " evidence of 
things not seen, and substance to things 
hoped for ^T Faith in Jesm^ which is the 
highest exercise oi faith^ will not only en- 
sure strength, but "joy and peace." Be- 

• 

1 Heb. xi. 1 
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lieving in Him, " as the way, the truth, and 
the life," past sin will cease to harass, be- 
cause He taketh it away. Besetting sins, 
will no longer alarm, for He will give a 
power to overcome them. His honour is 
bound up in our conflicts. Be not afraid, 
only believe : and sin shall decay within 
you, and grace shall triumph. All things 
are possible " to him that believeth ^" 

' Mark ix. 23. 



SERMON VIIL 



THE lord's prayer. 



Luke xi. 1. 



" LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY." 



The Church, as a public and authorized 
guardian under the Holy Spirit, presents 
us at the laver of Regeneration ; and seals 
us with the sign of the cross, as the token 
of our being given up to the service of the 
Redeemer, while receiving a pledge from 
Christ, of our pardon, sanctification, and 
salvation. In that sacred hour, when we 
become the adopted children of God, the 
Church first exacts a solemn promise from 
our sponsors, that (with the covenanted 
help of the Lord) we should be taught to 
live a life of daily repentance, and lively 
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faith in Jesus. She next proceeds to 
set before us in the Creed, those vital 
truths of grace, which become embodied, 
as Faiths in the heart. Nor does she fail, 
in the most fitting place, to exhibit a 
spiritual view of the Divine will in the ten 
Commandments, that we may be led, at 
once, to flee to Christ, as a refuge from 
God's anger ; and as a ruler in the ways 
of righteousness. But lest, in the natural 
pride of man, we should imagine ourselves 
capable of pleasing God by an obedience 
springing out of our own powers, she 
solemnly warns each child, that we are not 
able to do these things of ourselves — nor 
to walk in the commands of God, without 
His special grace, which we must learn at 
all times to call for, by diligent Prayer. 
And that we may never be at a loss for 
words of supplication, she directs our 
attention, at once, to the prayer taught us 
by the Lord Jesus Himself, and graciously 
intended, both as a form for our use, and 
as a guide for enlarged devotion. We 



192 THE lord's prayer. 

know indeed from humiliating experience, 
that we are apt to become careless, about 
what is familiar to us. And hence, if the 
truth were spoken, we should confess that 
we are tempted to offer up the Lord's 
Prayer, with less earnestness and applica- 
tion than any prayer which we use. Indeed, 
when we consider the force and extent of 
each petition ; what sublime and important 
matter is contained in the varied portions-; 
what a height of adoration is expressed ; 
what a depth of penitence ; what a fulness 
of desire against temptation and sin, we 
cannot but feel, that to utter this prayer 
with fervency, requires much recollection 
and thoughtfulness. Hence, in our Liturgy, 
we commonly find some short sentence 
coming immediately before the Lord's 
Prayer has been introduced, as a pre- 
paration of heart. " Lord, teach us to 
pray." Let this be our feeling and sup- 
plication, that this perfect form of prayer 
may become more blessed in our eyes, and 
purifying to our souls. 
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" Our Father" — not my Father. Thus 
are we taught to go out of ourselves — to 
feel for, and to pray for, all mankind ; but 
"especially for them who are of the 
household of faith ^" Observe also, the 
encouraging title by which our Saviour 
calls upon us to address God, " Father :" 
a title, which, softening all impressions of 
his greatness, his justice, and his wisdom, 
brings us before His footstool, touched 
with this feeling, that " like as a father 
pitieth" his own children, even so, is the 
Lord merciful unto them that fear Him ^ 

His children we are, not only as He hath 
created us — ^not only as He hath preserved 
us (for what is preservation, but a con- 
tinuous act of creative power) but we are 
his children, inasmuch as He hath adopted 
us, out of the ruined family of Adam, 
into the redeemed family of Christ, his Son. 
Received into this holy society, at our 
Baptism, we learn to " cry Abba, Father." 

I Gal. vi. 10. * Ps. ciii. 13. 
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We are enlightened by His Spirit ; nou- 
rished by His Sacrament ; taught by His 
Word. The faithful, who " receive not His 
Grace in vainV' are brought up, by the 
power and love of the Comforter ; and are 
prepared, by his renewing influences, for 
the kingdom of Glory. But, lest this en- 
dearing term should tempt us to become 
familiar in our approaches to God, a 
gracious restraint is laid upon our minds, 
by the remainder of the Invocation. " Our 
Father — which art in Heaven !" "Heaven 
is His Throne. The earth His footstool." 
As the light of the sun pierces into every 
comer, so does the eternal Eye search 
every place, and judge the very secrets of 
the heart. It watches over the traveller on 
his way, by land and by water ; and shines 
with beaming love on the family at home. 
God, though He sitteth above in the 
Heavens, is about our path, and about our 
" bed, and spieth out all our ways \" 

» Rom. viii. 1^. '2 Cor. i. * Is. Ixvi. 1. 
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The weakness of some, the low estate 
of others, does not render them beneath 
His notice. Let then, our light so " shine 
before men, that seeing om* good works," 
(wrought by the power of His indwelling 
Spirit,) they "may glorify our Father, 
which is in heaven \" 

" Hallowed, be Thy name.*' That is, 
may thy name and all that belongeth 
unto our God, be kept holy. As the 
conmiandments, set before us, first our 
duty to God, and then our duty to 
man, so in the Lord's prayer, we are 
taught to make the glory and honour of 
God, our chief consideration. How can 
this be uttered by him, who gives way to 
cursing and swearing ! or by him, who 
founds his jests upon some foolishly mis- 
applied text of holy Scripture ! Or by him 
who joins in the profane laugh, instead of 
rebuking the scorner, or giving a chill, by 
offended seriousness. How painful, tq 

* Matt. V. 16. 

k2 
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hear persons (from habit, scarcely aware of 
wnat they are saying) taking the Lord's 
name in vain, when any thing either gives 
pleasure or creates surprise ! Can a man 
be desiring, in earnest, that God's name and 
majesty may be honoured, who refuses, as 
if it were unmanly, to kneel upon his knees 
(as the Patriarchs, Apostles, and Jesus 
Christ himself did) when daring to speak 
to the King of Glory on His throne ? Can 
he know the meaning of what he utters, 
who expresses the desire in prayer, 
" Hallowed be thy name," and in practice 
breaks the Sabbath ? — the most powerful 
means ordained by God, for keeping His 
name Holy. 

" Thy kingdom come." Here we pray 
that the Lord Jesus may return, to set 
up His kingdom of Glory. And in 
this petition is included, that every part 
of the world may become Christian. That 
our kings may be "nursing fathers, and 
queens nursing mothers to the " Church ^ ;" 

^ Isaiah xlix. 23. 
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and " Christ crucified'* the doctrine of her 
Pastors. We pray, that the " Angel may 
fly abroad with the everlasting Gospel ^" 
and that the veil may be withdrawn from 
the mind of Israel. We pray, that all 
hardness of heart may be taken away from 
Turks, Heretics, and Infidels^; and that they 
may be fetched home to the spiritual fold. 
In these words, we call upon God, to over- 
throw the kingdom of Satan, and of the 
world, and to establish more and more, 
the kingdom of grace, which is " within 
the heart." We beseech Him to set up, 
by His law written on our consciences, a 
power of cmdraul in our souls, which shall 
make us act, so as to advance the Gos- 
pel ; and hasten that blessed period, when, 
the kingdoms of the world, shall become 
the kingdoms of the Lord and of His 
Christ \ 

" Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 

* Rev. xiv. 6. ' Collect for Good Friday. 

^ Rev. xi. 15. 
K 3 
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heaven." Observe the boundless character 
of this petition. No narrow desire is ex- 
pressed only for the welfare of the society 
or country to which we belong — but for 
the increase of holiness in all the world. 
And fail not to remark the high standard 
of goodness raised before us. We are 
taught to beg of God — that we may 
imitate the Angels of Heaven in their 
obedience ; that if we cannot love and 
serve Him as much^ as they rejoice in doing, 
we may love and serve Him in the same 
way : if not in the same degree^ at least in 
a similar sfpirit O ! that we took a higher 
standard for Christian obedience ! that we 
would strive to meet the Lord's will, with 
the same joy and readiness that Angels 
manifest, instead of considering, as many 
do, the laws of Christ to be the burden of 
the Gospel, We should also pray to 
emulate the Angelic host in their crnir- 
sistency of obedience, instead of being 
different characters at different times. We 
should pray to be like them, in the 
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entireness of obedience, not merely minding 
duties, which fall in with our natural dis- 
position, while we disregard those, which 
require the watchfulness and self-denial of 
the Christian, the plucking out a right eye, 
and cutting off a right hand. 

Under the will of God, is no less implied 
our submitting to His dispensations. Some 
are always for active manifestations of zeal 
in His service. But God teaches us, by His 
discipline, that we must suffer as well as 
act, bear trials as weU as perform duties ; 
that we must learn to bend our hopes and 
wishes to His allwise, and gracious appoint- 
ments. " O my Father! not as I will, 
but as thou wilt \" was the language in 
prayer of the blessed Jesus, within a few 
hours of His undergoing the scourge and 
cross. "He suffered, leaving us an en- 
sample V' with a warning that " we must 
through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God *.'' " If we suffer with Him, 



' Matt. xxvi. 39. * 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

K 4 
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we shall also reign with Him*." Only believe, 
that no trial comes upon us without God's 
permission^ and that every Christian's trials 
are best suited to the correction of his own 
soul. They are sent perhaps to chastise — to 
check us — to purge from sin — ^to wean our 
hearts from a world, where we are not to 
tarry long; a world whose gods are pleasure, 
honour, and wealth ; whose business is all 
toil, and whose judgment is the fire of the 
Great Day. 

If we thus made prayer the rule of life, 
we should receive grace, to worship, and 
serve, and obey God as we ought to do. — 
We should " take up our cross daily '," 
and follow the Lord Jesus, without mur- 
muring at our lot, or disputing His will. 
And, if we now resolve to be His in this 
spirit, the angels, who rejoice, when one 
sinner is turned to God — the angels, who 
watch the conflicts of the stedfast Christian 
with interest, will soon congratulate our 

» Acts xiv. 22. 2 2 Tim. ii. 12. 

^ Mark viii. 34. 
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victory,'* when we are landed on the 
shores of the eternal world. 

11. Here ends the first division of this 
sublime prayer of Christ. Having been 
now taught by Him, to desire, in the first 
place, the keeping holy of God's name ; the 
coming of His Son's kingdom in spirit, in 
truth, and in glory; and the doing and 
bearing God's wiU^ according to the mind 
of His heavenly subjects, we are now per- 
mitted to bring our own needs before His 
throne. " Seek ye firsts said our Saviour, 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you ^" Under the second class of petitions 
are those, in which we beseech Gt)d to send 
us all things that be needful, both for our 
souls and bodies; and that He will be 
merciful unto us, and forgive us our sins ; 
and that it will please Him to save and 
defend us in all dangers, ghostly and bodily; 

* Matt. vi. 3a. 

k5 
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and that He will keep us from all sin And 
wickedness, and from the great enemy of 
our souls, and from everlasting death." 

Under the words, " Give us this day our 
daily bread,'' how much are we taught! 
Give, not mcy but tis^ day by day, such a 
supply of our necessities, as thou seest 
good for us — food, clothing, shelter, health, 
senses, and safety — is the meaning of the 
prayer. And are we not reminded in this 
very exercise of brotherly hoe, and of our 
dependence upon Grod, that we do not ob- 
tain any thing, strictly speaking, of our- 
selves, but that He is the giver of all good. 
The hand of the labourer may be suddenly 
stricken by palsy in this uncertain life ; the 
professional man may, by loss of reason, be 
deprived of his usual mode of getting his 
bread; a sudden letter may inform the 
votary of commerce, that his wealth has 
vanished, and his family been reduced to 
beggary ; — God (done is a safe stay, in this 
vale of tears. 

As we are taught to pray daUy for our 



THE lord's prayer. 203 
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bread, we learn a lesson, at once, of devo- 
tion, trust, and contentment. " Give me 
neither riches, nor poverty. Feed me with 
food convenient for me ^" This prayer, 
piously used, will drive away all anxiety. 
Having, by prayer, put our request into the 
hands of God ; by faith, we must leave it 
there. " Put thou thy trmt in the Lord, 
and be doing good ^." Having prepared 
the land with diligence, the husbandman 
waits for the former and the latter rain. 
Without this gift, his labour is lost ; and 
without his labour, the fruitful seasons 
would only bring up thorns and briars. 
We must learn, to commit the morrow's 
cares to the Lord. To day has its duties, 
and temptations, to watch over ; yea, and 
its blessings, to call for gratitude. He that> 
without our deserving, provides for to-day, 
will also provide for to-morrow. He that 
feedeth the fowls of the air, and painteth 
every flower of the field, will not overlook 

^ Prov. XXX. 8. * Psalm xxxvii. 3. 

k6 
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the members of Christ. If we feed on the 
living bread that came down from heaven, 
we shall never lack that bread, and those 
earthly supports, of which our Heavenly 
Father knoweth that we stand in need. 

" And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us." 
This supplication we cannot pour forth too 
fervently, for on this, depends our blessing 
here, our salvation hereafter. If any of us 
be not in a forgiven state ; if, against any 
one of us, the charge of unremitted sin is 
lying, who shall describe the danger of such 
an one ? Are we aware, that we aU^ in va- 
rious degrees, require a pardon from God ? 
Can any one be bold enough to maintain 
before the Judge, that he has done one ac- 
tion, in his life, free from imperfection ? 
Was any prayer ever offered up, without 
some wandering thought ? If our best ser- 
vices need mercy to be extended to them, 
how greatly must our presumptuous sins, 
our neglect, and ignorances, need the clean- 
sixig merits of Christ's sacrifice on the cross, 
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to screen the offender from punishment, 
and to purify his conscience from guilt ? 
How wretched our lot is under our JaUen 
condition, compared with what we might 
have been, had our first parents not yielded 
in the fatal hour of temptation ! Born in 
purity — our lives spent innocently, we 
should have passed, perhaps, like Enoch 
and Elijah, to some higher abode of bliss — 
without the mournful solemnities of the 
closing eyelid, the coflSn, and the grave. 
But, coming into the world, as we now do, 
inclined in heart to evil, and refusing the 
good ; tempted by Satan, and urged on by 
evil example ; we find, in surveying our 
hearts and ways, that we have no spotless 
offerings to present ; that we cannot escape 
the sentence of justice, unless, as penitent 
believers, we find a refuge in the loving 
mercy of the Redeemer. " Lord, save us, 
we perish," must be the cry, sooner or later, 
of every one. Happy, if the conviction be 
wrought, ere the hour of probation pass 
away; happy, if in this life a true faith 
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leads the soul to Jesus as the " author and 
finisher of salvation." Happy he, who is 
enabled to enjoy a good hope, because " of 
God's word, that though his sins have been 
as scarlet, they shall be made white as 
snow, though they be like crimson, they shall 
be white as wooP." Yea, that great as 
they may hava been, " they never shall be 
mentioned unto him ^." 

But as a chief token, amongst other 
satisfactory proofs of a true faith, must 
be found, a readiness to forgive men their 
trespasses against us. And, indeed, if 
we retain malice against any, we turn 
this heavenly prayer into a curse upon 
ourselves — " Forgive us, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us," &c. If, 
then, we refuse to forgive — we do as 
much as say, " Reject my prayers, O God, 
to be reconciled unto Thee ! show no pity 
upon me. Treat mey O Lord, as I treat 
man. Remember all my wrongs: be ex- 
treme to mark what I have done amiss." 

* Is. i. 18. ' Ez. xxxiii. 16. 
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If this be dreadfiil to think of, not much 
less so is that fearfiil threat we sometimes 
hear: I will forgive, but I cannot ^/or^^ ; 
that is, I do not Jrom my heart forgive. 
Art thou willing that God should thus 
deal with thee? Such is thy prayer to 
Him. Be not rash with thy mouth, before 
God. If the injury be deep, is it of so 
heinous a cast, as the offence of those who 
crucified the Lord of life ? His prayer was, 
" Forgive them." Shall thine be, " Destroy 
these mine enemies ? " Think what trifles, 
the most deadly injuries will seem, when 
we are going out of this world: and be 
ready to " forgive, as God, for Christ's sake, 
hath forgiven us ^" 

" And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil." That is, accord- 
ing to the power of the sacred lan- 
guage, " suffer us not to be led. into trials 
ahoTie what we are able to bear, but with 
the temptation, make a vray for us to 
escape ^." We pray that should the Lord 

* Eph. iv. 32. * 1 Cor. x. 13. 
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prove u8, as He did Abraham of old, we 
may give up every thing for God. Should 
He seem slow to hear, as in the case of the 
woman of Canaan, we desire that we may 
tarry the Lord's leisure. Every one has 
some sins that do most easily beset him. 
He must peculiarly watch against these. 
He must make a practice of self-examina- 
tion. He must strive more stedfastly 
against the next assault. The heart must 
be guarded ; and the frequent ejaculation 
(known only to God) must ascend, " De- 
liver me from evil on this occasion." If 
Christ was tempted, Satan will not let us 
escape. Christ was "led by the Spirit," 
and had recourse to the word of God, " It 
is written ^" And behold, the devil leaveth 
him ! By permitted temptation, we learn to 
know ourselves, to trim our lamps, and to 
lean on Divine strength; and if God's 
Spirit be importuned to help our neces- 
sities, we shall be delivered from evil — ^the 

^ Matt. iv. 
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evil of corruption, and the evil of guilt ; 
and finally, from the evil of everlasting 
fire, through Him that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins " in His own blood \'* 

III. And now, having learned from our 
Divine Master to love God as our Father, 
and to honour His name, promote His king- 
dom, and obey His will, in the spirit of an 
angel ; and having been further sanctioned 
in petitioning for the supply of our earthly 
v^ants, the pardon of our past sins, and de- 
liverance from the power of new temptar 
tions, what more is left us to askf But, 
there is left us, the divine task of praise — 
even of ascribing all glory to Him, under 
whose blessed kingdom we live and move 
and have our being ; to Him, who hath all 
power in Heaven, and in earth. How can 
our faith fail, when *'the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible," hath taken us into re- 
lation with Himself, and declared it " his 

* Rev. i. 5. 
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good pleasure to give us the kingdom." 
Strive we then more and more, when on 
our knees, to affix a definite force, and in- 
tention, to every separate petition in the 
Lord's Prayer. Let us take care to pray 
it over very slowly ^ in our private devotions^ 
and to dwell upon every portion of its un- 
bounded meaning. To begin our devotions 
sometimes with the Lord's Prayer, is a dis- 
creet practice, tending to correct indevout 
habits of mind. To meditate on some clause, 
in the course of the day, is a pious and useful 
exercise of the soul. Remember, above all, 
that no prayer will be fervent, into which 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit doth not 
breathe life ; and that no offerings will be 
accepted above, save those which are ren- 
dered in the name of that great High 
Priest, who " ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us ^" 

> Heb. vu. 25. 
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SOLEMNIZATION OF MATRIMONY. 



Efhesians v. 24, 25. 

" as the church is subject unto christ, so let 
the wives be subject to their own husbands 
in every thing i husbands, love your wives, 
even as christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it." 

The next service in course, is that, for the 
solemnization of Matrimony. Need I re- 
mind you, that our first parents were joined 
in marriage by God himself: yea, ^^ God 
blessed them \" ** Marriage was ordained 
by God ; instituted in Paradise ; and the 
first blessing from the Lord. He gave 
man, not a friend, but a wife ; that is, a 

^ Gen. V. 2. 
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friend and a wife too." " Marriage is the 

seminary of the Church. It was ministered 
unto by angels, and is a school and exer- 
cise of virtue ; and though marriage hath 
cares, yet the single life hath desires which 
are more troublesome and more dangerous. 
Here is the proper scene for piety, and 
patience, of the duty of parents, and the 
charity of relatives. Here kindness is 
spread abroad, and love is united and made 
firm as a centre. Marriage is the nursery 
of heaven. The virgin sends prayers to 
God, but she carries but one soul to Him. 
Marriage is fuller of sorrows, and fuller of 
joys. Celibate, like the fly in the heart of 
the apple, dwells in a perpetual sweetness ; 
but sits alone, and is confined, and dies in 
singularity : But, marriage, like the useful 
bee, builds a house, and gathers sweetness 
from every flower ; and unites into societies^ 
and keeps order, and feeds the world with 
delicacies, and promotes the interest of 
mankind. Single life makes men, in one 
instance, to be like angels ; but marriage, 
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in very many respects, makes the chaste 
pair to be like to Christ \" 

It was the custom of the Primitive 
Church to require of those, who were 
desirous of entering into this covenant of 
love, to give notice beforehand in the 
presence of the congregation. By this 
observance, indiscreet marriages were pre- 
vented, and an interest was created among 
Christians, in behalf of their brethren, as 
members of Christ's family upon earth. 
Hence, arose the practice of publishing 
banns, an old word, signifying notice or 
proclamation. And the precautionary steps 
thus taken by the Church, have been often 
blessed, no doubt, in preventing new bonds 
of union, while both parties previously 
married were living ; or checking marriage, 
where either close relationship existed, or, 
where the youth of the applicants creating 
a difficulty, the parents or guardians may 
have seen cause to withhold their consent. 
This service may not be solemnized, at 

* Bishop Jeremy Taylor. Serm. — Marriage Ring. 
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present^ in any place but the Church : ex- 
cept on those special occasions, for meeting 
which, the chief minister of our Church is 
pleased to grant a dispensation. The 
persons concerned, having duly presented 
themselves, at some reasonable hour fixed 
on, before noon, the service commences 
with the minister, from the altar, exhort- 
ing the congregation then assembled, to 
consider the sanctity of this rite, its divine 
^origin, its sublime signification. He de- 
clares it, on the authority of St. Paul, to 
be " honourable among all men ^ :" to have 
been instituted, not in our present degraded 
condition, but, while man was yet innocent 
in paradise. It is -described according to 
Scripture, as setting forth the mystical 
union between Christ and His Church*. 
Can we hear these things, and not deeply 
ponder on the solemnity of the nuptial 
bond? Can. we recollect, that the ever 
blessed Saviour adorned and beautified 

• Heb. xiii. 4. * Eph. v. 32. 
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this holy estate, by His hallowing presence, 
and by the performance of His first miracle 
in Cana of Galilee \ and not marvel, that 
man or woman can approach that aJtar, 
at such a moment in life, and be found 
in a light, irreverent frame of mind? 
The congregation is admonished, of the 
blessing of children ; who, being bom in 
wedlock, are brought up in the nurture 
of the Lord. They are reminded of the 
tendency of this divine ordinance to bring 
the heart under pure and sanctified con- 
troul ; and lastly, of its being ordained for 
the mutual society, comfort, and help, that 
the one ought to have of the other, both 
in prosperity and adversity. Lest . any 
impediment, hitherto concealed, may have 
been found to arise, any person is even 
then at liberty to come forth, and state 
the same : the parties, themselves, are 
adjured, by all the terrors of the judgment 
day ; by all the dreadful disclosures then 

' Johnii. 1. 
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coming to light — now to confess, ere it be 
too late, any obstacle or just hindrance : 
and they are most solemnly assured, that 
in neglect of this necessary acknowledg- 
ment, their marriage is neither ratified in 
heaven, nor lawful upon earth. 

In that simple and most affecting relation 
of sacred history ^ wherein Eliezer, the faith- 
ful steward of Abraham, is dispatched to 
Mesopotamia, to fetch thence a wife for him, 
in whom all the nations of the earth should 
be blessed, the consent of the damsel was 
asked, before that her parents sanctioned 
her union with the patriarch Isaac. And 
in beautiful, and touching imitation of this 
gracious concurrence, the sincere declara- 
tion is required from each, that there is a 
willing heart, from this day forward, to ac- 
cept the other, according to God's holy 
ordinance ; and in tenderness of spirit to 
Jionour, and to cherish, and to love, with a 
faithfulness that shutteth out every other 

* Gen. xxiv. 
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object, 80 long as they both shall live. This 
declaration being given to the minister, in 
the hearing of those present, the covenant 
is made, and thus formally entered on. The 
daughter, now parting from the home of 
her childhood, and the dear and natural 
guardians of her youth, is content to trust 
herself to the husband of her choice. And 
while the plighted vow, which is heard in 
heaven, engages on his part, that he will, 
from this day forth — ^for better — for worse 
— ^for richer — ^for poorer — ^in sickness and 
in health— love and cherish his betrothed to 
the hour of death ; the voice of the bride 
is heard, with equal tenderness, and with 
more humility, binding herself to serve 
and obey, till death do divide them. How 
wise, in our Church, to mingle thoughts of 
eternity with this festival in roan's life! 
For the bridal lamp hath been cl\anged, 
by some awftil visitations, for the funereal 
torch. And must we not remember in- 
stances of those, who seemed to be enter- 
ing almost on a new existence of conse- 

L 
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crated friendship and mutual deyotedness, 
suddenly ! O, how suddenly ! separated by 
the hand of death ? 

It is hard to repress indignation, at the 
ill-placed mirth which betrays itself in 
coarse and trifling minds, at that part of 
the answer, wherein obedience is promised. 
If seriously considered, what is it, but the 
sad remembrancer of that fatal transgres- 
sion, which drave us from the presence of 
the eternal Father, covered our souls with 
defilement, and overwhelmed us with a 
curse from heaven ? And had it not been 
for the compassion, the humiliation, and the 
propitiating death of the Saviour, would 
have overthrown the hopes of the world, 
for evermore ! What is the nature of that 
obedience exacted ? The dominion of the 
man over the woman, is like the rule ex- 
ercised by the soul over the body. Man 
and wife shine together, like the sun and 
the moon, in their proper spheres of do- 
mestic government ^ If more reoerence be 

* Vide Bp. Jeremy Taylor. Serm. 18. 
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due from her to him as the head — ^more 
honour is, or should be rendered in return 
from him to her, as unto the weaker vessel. 
There should be no bitterness on his part, 
in upholding the rank, entrusted to him 
by God ; nor any backwardness on her part, 
to yield in such sort, as shall manifest '' the 
meekness of a godly matranr 

One of the early Fathers ^ in the Church 
mentions the use of the Ring in Christian 
espousals — a chaste and beautiful emblem 
of that form wherein no end can be found. 
And fanciful indeed must be the scruple, 
which rejects so artless and expressive a 
pledge of Christian attachment. With 
this, the holy compact is now concluded, 
and the bridegroom directing his speech 
to his affianced bride^ avows that from 
this hour he admits her to a full par- 
ticipation of all that is his due, in 
person — in station — and in property — 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Covenants, before our 

^ Clem: Al. a.d. 19a. 
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Saviour's time, were ever ratified by blood. 
They were expressive of this meaning — that 
he, who brake that covenant, deserved his 
blood to be spilt. But under the Gospel, 
in lowly distrust of our own strength, we 
perfect our covenant, with prayer for Di- 
vine support : and the Most High is im- 
plored to bestow His blessing, — to the end, 
that the contracting parties may, like Isaac 
and Rebekah, dwell together faithfully, 
and ever remain in love and in peace, 
through Jesus Christ. This prayer ended, 
their hands are joined by the minister ; who 
proclaims before the Lord, in His sanc- 
tuary, " Those whom God hath joined to- 
gether, let no man put asunder." And 
having called on those present to bear wit- 
ness to the solemn scene, it is his office 
to pronounce, with the voice of authority, 
that they be man and wife. And it is his 
joy and his privilege, thus to intercede for 
them : " God the Father, God the Son, 
God the Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and 
keep you ! The Lord mercifully with His 
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favour look on you ; and so fill you with 
all spiritual benediction and grace, that ye 
may so live together in this life, that in the 
world to come, ye may have life everlasting." 

The hymn of grateful praise next as- 
cends ; and is followed by the prayer taught 
us by the Lord to be used when we pray. 
And to those, who are vitally united to 
Christ, and continue living members of His 
spiritual household, how deeply impressive 
is that prayer, when they now use it with 
reference to this new relation in life : de- 
siring that to them. His name. His king- 
dom, and His will, may be dear : that their 
daily needs may be supplied ; their sins be 
forgiven ; their souls kept from temptation, 
by His power and to His glory. 

But before they depart, yet once again, 
is specific prayer offered up for a blessing 
on their progeny, and that the seed of life 
may be sown in their hearts ; and that like 
Abraham, ever enjoying God's blessing 
and obeying His will, they may, to their 
great comfort, be in safety under His pro- 

l3 
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tection, and abide in the loTe of God. 
Every grace is desired for them in their 
household, governed in a Christian and 
virtaons method. And lastly, in reheiursing 
the inseparable character of holy wedlock, 
the Lord is importuned, by all the mys- 
tical association of Christ with His Church, 
to promote true love between them, to 
pour upon them the riches of His grace, 
and to sanctify them, so that they may 
ever please Him both in body and soul. 
And, to show how highly the Church esti- 
mates the benefits of the Lord's supper — 
they are directed, after listenin&f to an ad- 
dJs compiled fton. Holy S.^ptore, U> 
partake of that restoring feast, at the time 
of their marriage, if there be a Sacrament ; 
or, on the first opportunity aiForded after- 
wards. 



It has been intimated by some, that this 
service of our Church belongs, in parts, to 
an age less refined, than the one in which 
we live. Would it not be more correct 
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to state, that the age^ in which we liye, 
has receded in genuine simplicity of mind ? 
There are those, indeed, who object to it, 
because a blessing is pronounced in the 
name of the Son, and the Sphit, no less 
than in that of the Father. Such would 
find fault with those words of the Saviour, 
whereby the influences of Baptism are 
announced ; and deny their union with 
the Lord Jesus and the Comforter, in 
that holy sacrament. There are others, 
who object to the word " worship,** as ap- 
plied by man to a fellow-creature. Do 
they know so little of their own language, 
as not to be aware that worship^ in olden 
English, means the same as Jummr f 
" Them that worship me, I will worship ^" 
was the translation of that passage, which 
now stands thus, " Them that honour me, 
I will honour.'* Yet no one ever imagined 
that God was represented as paying adora- 
tion to His creatures. 

In the changes which are proposed to be 

* 1 Sam. ii. 30. 
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made in the law with regard to the admi- 
nistration of this service, as well as of Bap- 
tism, there is nothing to afltect the members 
of the Church of England. Your children 
may be baptized, precisely as you were ; and 
marriage may be solemnized as it has been 
hitherto, in your days and in those of your 
parents. By the usual notice of Banns, or of 
Licence, you may come to your parish Church 
as heretofore, and invoke the blessing of God 
on yourselves, just as it hath been ever 
the custom of the Church in times past. 

True it is, that a change in the Law is 
likely to take place, granting indulgence to 
those who belong not to the Church. And 
parties are at liberty to call upon the mi- 
nisters and teachers of dissenting congrega- 
tions, to marry them. That this permis- 
sion may lead to evil consequences, cannot 
but be apprehended by the pious dissenter 
himself. But a greater evil is before us. 
Two persons will, if the law be put in 
force, be able to go before an oflScer in 
parochial authority — a layman ; and make 
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a civil contract of marriage, with as little 
reference to God, as a man employs on 
buying an estate. And perhaps, there may 
be found men bold enough, light enough, 
to take advantage of this permission : vrhich 
God, of His mercy, grant may yet be kept 
far from the laws of a country, profes- 
sing to uphold and honour the Christian 
religion. For if sacred laws have been 
found insufficient to secure the Vows of 
fidelity — how shall promises before man^ 
avail ? But will women be found so shame- 
less as to use this liberty ? Will an En- 
glishwoman discard the thought of God, at 
a moment, when such new and important 
duties are about to devolve upon her ? 
when (according to Scripture) she is about 
to assume that position in life, which the 
Church holds spiritually in connection with 
Christ. Let not the bitter remembrance 
be allowed to haunt you, as the fearful 
pangs of travail in birth are approaching, 
that God^ who alone can then help you, 
was set at nought on your entrance into 

l5 
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the married state. When you are sorrow- 
ing over a child in danger ; over a husband, 
whose life is despaired of, have it not then 
to charge upon yourself, that it is a babe, 
in whose behalf, God was not sought after! 
a husband, to whom you were not joined 
before God! 

Come to yoiu* parish Church, as hereto- 
fore, and seriously pray God to sanctify to 
you this great change in life ; to give you 
strength for all its arduous duties. Come 
in a religious spirit. Be joyful ; but, as be- 
fore the Lord. Serve the Lord, on this and 
every occasion, with gladness of heart. 

Painful it is at all times to take up the 
language of comfdaint : thai of rebuke still 
more. But, when I consider the spirit, 
which our service enforces, of advisedness, 
seriousness, sobriety, and the fear of God, 
in which holy marriage ought to be entered 
upon ; and reflect upon the hasty, ill-judged, 
ill-assorted unions which are formed for 
life, can we, when on such a subject, dare 
to hold our peace ? Is it not true then. 
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that very many are associated in marriage 
from sudden fancy-mere personal admira- 
tion^ — from the attraction of rank— the 
convenience of an establishment — supposed 
freedom from restraint— some from the 
love of money— others from the love of 
pleasure ? 

Will serious Christians believe, that 
amongst those joined in wedlock, some are 
found to come to the altar ^rom the tavern, 
and thither to return again ? 

There is indeed also to be witnessed at 
some seasons, so much indifference— tri- 
fling — visible sin and irreverence — as ren- 
ders this service, occasionally, the most 
painful which ministers have to celebrate. 
BeUeve me, that these things are now ad- 
verted to with unfeigned reluctance. But 
if we neglect to warn, we make ourselves 
partakers of other men's sins. 

Let me now however contemplate a mar- 
riage undertaken in the spirit of genuine 
piety. I will suppose, that prayer having 
been unfeignedly made for guidance in so 

l6 
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momentous an undertaking, and that prayer 
having been graciously heard and answered, 
the vows are plighted in the name of the 
ever-blessed Trinity ; and the comfort and 
strength of the Spirit sought from God, in 
the name of Jesus. Be prepared for im- 
perfection in each other. We are aU by 
nature, corrupt : and however contrary to 
the flights of false imagination, you must 
expect to see the remains of sin in fallen 
children of Adam. But ye should pray 
for and with each other. Ye should medi- 
tate on the word of God together. Your 
family, small as it may be, should bend 
the knee together, at morning and even- 
ing, before the Lord. Together, should 
you seek the sanctuary of God ; and toge- 
ther, at the earliest opportunity, and for 
ever qflerwards^ strengthen and refresh your 
souls by the body and blood of Christ. Ye 
must not hope to find perfection, but in- 
firmity — ^and ye must pray and strive that 
your hearts may be knit together in Christ 
Jesus ; and that ye may be mutually a 
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comfort, guidance, and support unto each 
other's souls. True happiness does not 
necessarily consist in a strict resemblance 
of character, but rather in that conciliatory 
adaptation of the one mind to the other, 
which shall strengthen and purify both. 

Where two persons are living constantly 
together, it must be that there will arise, 
at times, a contrariety of opinion. But 
the raee^ forbearance of the Gospel — that 
rich gift of the Spirit — duly prayed for, 
will fully meet all these momentary chances 
of interruption : and a due vigilance will 
guard against their recurrence. At all 
times in the married life, but especially in 
the first years, let every cause of offence be 
avoided. When mind is more acquainted 
with mind, there vrill be less liability to 
disturbance of harmony. A due delicacy 
should always be preserved^ lest opinions 
should jar; and lest any unkindness be 
used in maintaining them, which may en- 
danger domestic peace. To this end, little 
things should be, in a moment, stifled. If 
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any string should have given harsh music, 
forget the unpleasing sound at once, in the 
full melody of all that yet remains around 
to be enjoyed. Dwell not on the momen- 
tary discord. Cast it from the mind, and 
cease to recall the disturbing note. 

If, on perception of each other's charac- 
ter, some subjects be found distasteful, let 
these ever be scrupulously avoided. Let 
edch uphold the honour due to the other, 
both before strangers and servants, and 
when alone. No distinction of mine and 
thine must be heard, where two have been 
pronounced, by God, to be one. Man and 
wife should be the pleasantest companions 
to each other. Some, who can be agree- 
able in society, are in their family circle 
often ungracious. They should be able to 
enjoy an evening spent with each other in 
their home, above all that gaiety abroad, 
and society elsewhere, can afford. But it 
is owing to this want of cultivation of a 
domestic and conjugal spirit, that the club 
room, the dinner party, the gaming table, 

15 
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the theatre, are preferred to home ! Home 
— where is the calm and miconstrained 
flow of conversation — just as one likes to 
speak, or to listen, to one^ whose heart re- 
sponds to every movement within. Yet, 
sometimes does it happen, on the other 
hand, that the husband, tired with his daily 
toil, would find enjoyment in his own chair, 
instead of seeking excitement abroad — 
but, that his quiet is broken in upon by 
needless company ; or he is annoyed with 
the detail of family grievances, or distressed 
by the overflowings of an angry spirit. 
Make thy husband's home happy to him, 
thou that wouldest see him spend his even- 
ings at home ! Waste not his earnings in 
vain extravagance ! Check not his indus- 
try, by want of economy : and by thine 
own diligence and frugality, go hand in 
hand with him ; that his home be cheering 
on his return from mental or bodily labour; 
and refreshing witii the associations of 
piety, peace, and affection. 
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Lastly, let this charge be engraven on 
our minds, that marriage must he in the 
Lord. In that beautiful address, which 
closes the service, on what high ground is 
every duty placed ! In the love that Christ 
beareth to His Church, are we not re- 
minded of our dependence on ffim^ to 
make our peace with God, to purify our 
hearts, to intercede in heaven for us, to 
admit us into glory hereafter ? Thus, let 
the husband give up himself in everything, 
for his vrife ; let him labour that by his 
prayers, his example, his gentle admonition, 
he may, through the Holy Spirit, present 
her, when the bridegroom cometh, accept- 
able in Christ Jesus, vrithout spot and 
blemish. Let him love her, even as him- 
self, as being heirs together of the grace 
of life, that their prayers be not hindered. 
And let the wife endeavour in spirit, looking 
to Christ as the Head, that she may be 
made an instrument in the Divine hand to 
win her husband from every evil doing ; 
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and by her chaste conversation, and Chris- 
tian persuasion, bring his mind nearer unto 
the image of God. 

Thus, judging ourselves by Scripture 
tests — those, who pride themselves on their 
domestic virtues, will find enough to humble 
them. They who have been false, and 
harsh, and distant, and neglectful, may 
find the safe way of return to the vows 
that be upon them. And may I advise, 
that on the anniversary of that day which 
bound the Christian husband and wife as 
friends before God — this service of our 
Common Prayer be always meditated on, 
for humbling and rectifying us in our 
course. 

The Saviour hath deigned to liken Him- 
self to the spiritual bridegroom ; and the 
Church is designated as the bride. And 
they that have been justified by the blood 
of Jesus, and renewed by His Spirit, may 
surely indulge the hope of dwelling together 
for ever hereafter. Though the relation 
be changed, to suit the difference of glori- 
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fied beings — ^yet^ shall not the friendship 
be perfected in His piesenoe, who liveth 
with the Father and the Spirit, one God ? 
And in the eternal temple may they not 
expect to worship, and take sweet counsel 
together, and walk in the house of Grod, as 
friends? 



SERMON X. 



VISITATION OF THE SICK. 



James y. 14, 15. 

^* is any sick among tou ? let him call for the 
elders of the church ; and let them prat 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the lord : and the fratir of faith shall 
save the sick, and the lord shall raise him 
up ; and if he hayb committed sins, they shall 
be forgiven him.** 

Let no one be so uncharitable, as to charge 
us, when engaged in a course of Lectures 
of this nature, with preaching the Prayer 
Book, and not the Bible. What is the 
Common Prayer— but the doctrine, expe- 
rience, and precepts of Holy Scripture, ap- 
plied to the heart devotionally ? With the 
help of God, we shall, I trust, be enabled to 
give heed to that weighty charge of St. Paul 
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— " Necessity is laid upon me : yea, woe 
is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel ^" 

The Church, you will have observed, 
does not provide offices only for those more 
solemn occasions in the Christian life, when 
we partake of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
the Supper of the Lord. The Church takes 
thought for the young, and provides a 
Catechism ^. The Church blesses her child- 
ren joined in holy marriage. The Church 
considers her members, cut off by sickness 
W *eg™.t congregation ;Jl,.sp^ 
vided a form for ministering to the sick; such 
as greatly tends to edify all, who are thus 
chastened of God. The dangers and casual- 
ties of life are so numerous ; sickness comes 
upon us, in so many forms, that we cannot 
regard the subject in too serious a point of 
view. The sick chamber, instead of being 

^ 1 Cor. ix. 16. 

' Lectures on the Catechism were delivered befo!re 
the congregation in Lent, 1836, a portion of whidii 
is iixtroditc^d into the present course. : / 
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a scene of repining, at interruption of bu- 
siness, or disturbance of pleasure, should be 
devoutly endured, nay, by the heavenly 
mind rejoiced in, as a Remembrancer of 
our fallen condition ; and as affording sanc- 
tified preparation, by exercises of self-en- 
quiry and feith, and penitence, for removal 
to a world of holiness. 

The Visitation Service commences with 
that Gospel sound — "Peace." The mes- 
senger of peace, on his entrance into the 
abode of sorrow, is directed to bless, in the 
name of his Lord, all that are therein ; and 
to pray the God of mercy, that he would re- 
member the precious blood of Jesus, which 
has been shed, and turn away His wrath from 
our iniquities. Then in the words of our 
Lord, summing up all that can be desired for 
soul and body, he prays, not for those present 
only, but for the whole of Christ's Church. 
One of the great beauties of our Occasional 
services is, that they seem to draw the 
soul of the individfKd into personal commu- 
nion with God. In our weakness, we are 
often tempted to imagine ourselves lost in 
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the throng of worshippers ; overlooked in 
the crowd of creatures and multitude of 
worlds. But, as in Baptism, the Church 
pronounced, as the handmaid of the Lord, 
I baptize thee ; as in the Lord's Supper, 
the body and blood of Christ given for 
thee ; so also, in this service, her minister in- 
tercedes specifically, for the afflicted person 
— that he may be saved and defended, and 
may receive help from God's holy place; that 
the enemy may have no advantage against 
him ; and that the Lord may be a tower 
of defence. And as St. Paul doth ofbtimes 
take for granted, that his hearers already 
possess the grace, which he wishes to in- 
culcate, so, in all tender charity, the Church 
presumes, unless an impenitent, a careless, 
or hypocritical state be discerned, that the 
sick man has, according to his profession, 
at such a time, that trtist in the Lord, with- 
out which, in some degree, it is impossible 
to please God. 

Next, is the Lord importuned to look 
down from heaven, and to inspire the 
soul with comfort and sure confidence 
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in His goodness ; to keep him in safety ; 
to sanctify this fatherly correction — to 
the end, that his faith may be made 
stronger, and his repentance more serious : 
and, that either his life, being restored, 
may be passed to the glory of God ; or, if 
ended through this visitation, he may dwell 
in the everlasting life, provided through 
the Son of God. 

The Church is blamed by some (who 
would be better employed in learning 
than in blaming) for treating her mem- 
bers as in a covenanted state. Unless 
it be an instance, of a sinner, who rejects 
the faith of Christ, and lives in defiance of 
God's laws ; or, a case of the merely moral 
man, or the worldling, or the formalist, are 
we not bound so to treat them ? Is not 
this the language of St. Paul to the 
Churches, unto which he writes? Does 
not our Lord remind the Jews of His day, 
as the covenanted people, of their privileges 
as suchy — of their being the children of the 
kingdom ? — of good and evil ones being in 
His Church, in the Parable of the Net ; and 
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of the Tares? — and are we not bound in cha- 
rity to hope, that even at the eleventh hour, 
the germ of communicated grace given in 
Baptism, (though it may not yet have 
sprunginto active operation,) by theawaken- 
ing Spirit, shall become a principle of life ? 
It may lie, like the seed, which after the 
lapse of an hundred years, is capable, when 
at length the obstruction is removed, of 
feeling from the light and genial warmth of 
heaven, a quickening influence. Hence, 
the cheering expressions in this service ; 
and how invitingly must they fall on his 
ear, who thinks that he hath but a short 
time to live ! How sweet the words re- 
ferring to himself, in direct prayer to God— 
^Hhy servant^ visited with sickness — this sick 
member of the Church.'' Can we dare, 
when they, whom we visit, profess their 
faith in the Father, the Saviour, and the 
Comforter ; when they, often vrith tears of 
agony, bewail their past offences ; can we 
dare to say — You have no hope ; you are not 
converted ? Nay, rather, at such an hour, 
let us, indeed, while trying the spirits, whe* 
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ther they be of God, put on, as the elect of 
God, bowels of compassion. When we come 
in contact with a mind, which, however 
feebly, is striving, in Christ, to prepare for 
the awful journey, let us be ready to invite, 
to direct, to hold out every just hope ; and, 
while we would not deceive, tremble lest 
we discourage. 

Having endeavoured to guard and justify 
these expressions of soothing influence used 
by the Church, I proceed to notice the wise 
and affectionate address, which the minister 
now makes to the sick person. Com- 
mencing vrith words of endearing invita- 
tion, he reminds him, that according to the 
dealing of the Almighty in His providence, 
this sickness is from God. He suggests, 
whether it be sent to correct some sin ; or 
to try the patience of the sufferer, so as to 
manifest God's grace, and increase his own 
happiness hereby. But from whatever 
cause it may arise, he assures him, that, 
if he does now truly humble himself for 
sin, and fix his trust in Jesus, as a Saviour, 

^. M 
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and be not only submissive, but thankful 
to God — this very sickness shall help for- 
ward the 9oul in the right way that leadeth 
unto life. 

Here a pause ensues, lest the mind of 
the sick person be wearied. And sure I 
am, that enough has abeady been expressed 
in the sernce, to d,»w the «,.! wUoh im 
hitherto resisted, unto God, if grace be now 
sought after in earnest; and to quicken 
the established servant of the Lord, in the 
divine life. But, if a willingness be shown 
for the minister to proceed, he renews his 
exhortation to his sick brother or sister, to 
take in good part, the chastisement, as from 
the Lord. Directed to that striking illus- 
tration of St. Paul, the mind is taught to 
feel, that the needful, but sometimes mis- 
taken, correction of earthly parents, is not 
a mark of hatred, but of love. Much more 
should the probation of our Heavenly 
Father be looked upon, as a token that 
He is dealing with us, as with children. 
On the highest ground of Christian duty is 
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it represented, that we must be conformed, 
by sufferings of some kind, to the Saviour 
of the world. For is there not entire sym- 
pathy between the head and the members ? 
Must not the one partake in the lot of the 
other? Did Christ pass his pilgrimage 
upon the earth, as a " man of sorrows," and 
shall we refuse to drink of His cup ? Was 
not Christ crucified, before He went up 
into glory? and should not we also be 
ready to suffer here, with Christ, in order 
to find an entrance into eternal joy ? 

After that we have thus set before our 
sick friend, the purposes of Grod, His gra- 
cious promises, and appeals to the heart of 
man, the duty of self-ea^amination is brought 
home to the soul, in a still closer enquiry, 
as to \n&faithy on all the vital truths of the 
Gospel. He is reminded of the account to 
be rendered unto God ; and in considera- 
tion hereof, is urged to try his reins and 
his heart. He is exhorted to accuse and 
condemn himself now^ that he may avoid 
the accusation and condemning sentence of 

m2 
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the most just Judge. If all that is re- 
vealed in Holy Scripture, thus summed up, 
be welcomed by him, as truihj whereon 
his soul is fed, he is then moved to deeper 
conviction of sinfulness before God. The 
question of forgiveness towards those who 
may have injured him, is set before his 
soul ; and he is urged to examine whether 
his heart be truly in a state of charity to- 
wards all men. And he is most seriously 
exhorted to seek reconciliation, if he have 
done any wrong to any man ; and to make 
reparation (as far as man hath it in his 
power, thus to undo the evil, which he may 
have committed). He is advised to settle 
all his worldly affidrs ; and if possessed of 
means, is exhorted, to bear in mind ,that " it 
is more blessed to give, than to receive ^ ;*' 
and, to set apart some portion for the poor. 
The Church of Rome has determined 
it essential to the obtaining forgiveness of 
sin, that confession be made to a Priest ^ ; 

^ Acts XX. 35. 

* Decree of Lateran Council, a.d. 1215. Vide 
Hooker, Keble's Ed. Vol. iii. pp, 18. 58. 
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and anointing with oil, sacramentally, is 
then supposed to qualify the departing spirit, 
for the journey, in peace. But, the Church, 
of which we are members, conceiving that 
miracles have ceased, discontinues the use 
of oil, originally enjoined as a sign of 
miracle — ^referring to life, not to death* In 
obedience to the customs of the Primitive 
Church, she invites a confession to the 
sympathizing ear of the minister, of such 
particular sins as may be still distressing 
to the conscience, and disquieting to the 
mind of the sufferer. And in such a case, 
if there be an earnest desire for assurance 
of pardon, the minister is authorized to 
absolve the penitent from guilt, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus, " who left power 
with his Church to remit the sins of all 
who truly repent and believe." Is this too 
great an assumption ? It might seem so ; 
had not those words of Christ, addressed 
to men of like passions with ourselves, 
been recorded, as conveying, through them, 
perpetually, this power to His Church : 

M 3 
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" Whosesoever sins ye remit» they are re- 
mittedy and whosesoever sins ye retain, they 
are retained — and lo ! I am with you, always, 
even unto the end of the world." We gain 
nothing for the Church of Christ, by letting 
down the spiritual authority entrusted to 
her ministry. As surely as it belongs to 
our office, to open the door of the kingdom 
of heaven in baptism; and to admit, or 
repel, from the sacrament of peace and 
strength, so surely is it our high privilege 
to pronounce the moral leper spiritually 
clean, when the Lord hath wrought the 
work of deep contrition for sin, and sted- 
fiust reliance on the blood of the Lamb. 
''And who is sufficient /or these things ^ f ' 

But mark the lowliness of spirit in our 
Church : instead of vaunting herself in the 
exercise of such judgment and pity, she 
instantly casts herself, in the person of her 
minister, to the ground; beseeches our 
most mercifiil God (as one, who, according 
to the multitude of His mercies, doth 

' 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
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SO put away our sins, as to remember 
them no more) to open the eye of mercy 
upon the penitent, to renew what is decay- 
ed in his soul: to preserve him in the 
bosom of Christ's Church, to consider his 
sorrowful cries, to relieve his tears ; and 
to impute not, any past sin, to one, whose 
full trust is in the divine mercy. And as 
the Church always supposes the penitent, 
going on to grace and holy obedience, the 
strength of the blessed Spirit is invoked, 
and prayer made, that when the Lord shall 
be pleased to remove him hence, he may 
be taken to the favour of God, not on the 
plea of his own merits, but, for the merits 
of Jesus Christ. 

Then follows one of the songs of Zion : 
it is one of those peculiarly impressive 
Psalms, which deserves to be treasured 
up in the memory, so that we may cling 
to the comfort of it, in the hours of trial, 
sadness, and death. It is the 71st, and 
in the most ancient liturgies holds its 
place, in this office for attendance on the 

M 4 
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sick. What words can be more touching, 
in addressing our covenant God ! Incline 
thine ear unto me ! be thou my strong 
hold ; Thou art the thing that I long for, 
my hope even from my youth. Cast 
me not away, in the time of mine age. 
Forsake me not, when my strength faileth. 
Go uot/ar from me, O Grod ! my God, haste 
Thee to help me. O God ! who is like 
unto Thee !" 

Precious, is the name of Jesus, in the 
hour of health and strength. Precious, in 
the hour of rebuke and unkindness from a 
harsh world. Precious, in the time of 
affliction, bereavement, and inward conflict. 
But, how precious, when the thought is 
brought home — " I am never to leave this 
chamber again in the body." Then, to hear 
the prayer ascend from one of God's au- 
thorized servants : "O Saviour of the world, 
who by thy cross and precious blood, hast 
redeemed us — save us, and help us, we most 
humbly beseech thee !' Judge of the warm 
thrill of holy joy, which gushes from the 
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heart, at the prospect of being with Him, 
and seeing Him face to face, who hath 
wrought for us an eternal Redemption ! 
How sustaining, meanwhile, is the blessing 
pronounced, " The Almighty Lord, who is 
a most strong tower to all them that put 
their trust in Him, be now and evermore 
thy defence ; and make thee know and feel, 
that there is none other name, under Heaven, 
given unto man, in whom, and through 
whom, thou mayest receive salvation, but 
only the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Then, taking his leave, Christ's minister 
thus commends the soul unto Divine care : 
" Unto God's gracious mercy, we commit 
thee. The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee. The 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace, now and for evermore." 

Is there little hope of recovery, when 
next the minister attends ? The Church 
has provided him with prayers of heavenly 
consolation; with an approach to the 

M 5 
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Father of all mercies ; the God of all com- 
fort ; the only help in the time of need ; 
with petition, that as the outward man 
decajeth, the inner man may be strength- 
ened with grace. With desjres for his 
having unfeigned repentance for all his 
errors, and stedfast faith in Jesus: and 
that, as his time of dissolution draweth 
nigh, his departure may be in peace, and 
in the favour of God ; and that his soul 
may be received through the merits of 
Christ. And, when at length, that hour is 
come, when the voice faileth, and the 
faint gaspings, and glassy fixedness of eye 
betoken the near separation between soul 
and body — to the Almighty God, even to 
Him, with whom do live the spirits of the 
just, after delivery from their earthly pri- 
sons, is commended the soul of our dear bro- 
ther or sister, as into the Hands of a faithful 
Creator, and most merciful Saviour. "Wash 
it, we pray Thee" — thus ascends the 
prayer — " in the blood of that immaculate 
Lamb, that was slain to take away the sins 
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of the world ! and grant, that whatsoever 
defilements it may have contracted in this 
miserable world, Ling purged and done 
away, it may be presented unto Thee, pure 
and without spot." — Then, turning our 
thoughts into our own hearts, we entreat 
of God, that we, the survivors, seeing in 
these, and such like daily spectacles of 
mortality, how frail and uncertain our 
own condition is, may so number our 
days, that we may seriously apply our 
hearts to that heavenly wisdom, which 
may, in the end, bring us to everlasting life, 
through the merits of our only Saviour. 

In that motherly thoughtfalness, which 
marks our Church, we find added, some 
prayers for particular cases. And of how 
tender and devout a character, those sor- 
rowing parents will attest, who have heard 
such words as these, entrusted to the pre- 
vailing Intercessor above, in behalf of a 
child^ drooping like a flower, daily, before 
their eyes. " The Almighty and merc^id 
Father" is appealed to, as holding the issues 

M 6 
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of life and death, to look with the eyes of 
mercy, upon their child lying on the bed 
of sickness ; to relieve bodily pain, and to 
save the soul of the much beloved, for his 
mercies' sake. To the divine Ruler of 
appointed times, is it left, to prolong the 
days of life, and to make him either an 
instrument of God's glory, by doing good 
in his generation ; or, to receive the dear 
one into those heavenly habitations, where, 
the souls of them that sleep in the Lord 
Jesus, enjoy perpetual rest and felicity. 

One other prayer, to be used in the case 
of persons troubled in mind or conscience, 
most feelingly depicts the bitter things 
written against him ; and leads the mind 
(when not too far unsettled) to seek pa- 
tience and comfort in His tender mercy, 
who breaketh not the bruised reed, and 
doth not quench the smoking flax ; and 
makes him hear of joy and gladness, and 
rejoice in the light of the Divine counte- 
nance, and peace in Jesus. 

Having already fully discussed the na- 
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ture of the Holy Sacrament, I need not 
now enter particularly on the subject. As 
there is a service expressly provided by 
the Church, for the Communion of the sicky 
we would always encourage those, who 
have previously been partakers, to eat of 
that bread and drink of that cup. Nay 
more, we would try and prepare those for 
sharing in so great a privilege, who have 
hitherto, by neglect, or scruple, or other 
cause, been debarred this greatest of the 
means of grace. While we dread the de- 
lusion of those, who would receive it (if 
the term be not irreverent) as a passport 
to heaven, we would remind you, that to 
communicate in sickness, was the custom 
of the Primitive Church ; and that they 
called the Sacrament thus administered — 
Viaticum — or food for the awfiil journey. 
If it be desirable for a person to receive 
as often as may be^ while in health, it 
would appear, that a greater necessity ex- 
isted for communion vdth Christ in the 
hour of sickness and approaching death. 
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And as Christ's presence is promised, where 
two or three are gathered together in His 
name, that presence may be rejoiced in, as 
surely, as where He was known by the 
disciples at Emmaus — ^two only with Him- 
self — ^in breaking of bread. The service 
is almost the same as that used in the 
great congregation, except a short but ex- 
pressive collect, wherein God is honoured, 
as correcting those whom He doth love, 
and chastising every one whom He doth 
receive : and He is entreated for grace in 
behalf of the sick ; for patience, for reco- 
very, (if agreeing with His blessed will) 
and for a spotless presentation of the soul 
unto God, whensoever the departure from 
the body shall take place. In the short 
extract from the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
the sick person is warned, in words of 
Scripture, not to despise the chastening of 
the Lord. And the Gospel gives that 
crowning assurance of heavenly mercy, 
that he, whose faith is fixed on God, as re- 
conciled in Christ, " shall not come into 
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condemnation, but is passed from death 
unto life 'r 



I do earnestly beseech you, my brethren, 
to read over, devoutly, this very impressive 
service of our Church. You know that 
the hour is coming, when you will need 
all the support that can be rendered, to 
prepare you for passing into an unseen 
world, and for meeting your final sentence, 
to heaven or to hell. Blessed is the lot 
of those, who have time and due warning 
to trim their lamp, before the bridegroom 
cometh ! But the grax?e of God can, ac- 
cording to His sovereign disposal — ^fiU the 
vessel of the faithful heart to the brim, 
with instantaneous communication of puri- 
fying and pardoning love, no less than He 
can prepare, by the ministration of a lin- 
gering sickness, for drawing the soul unto 
Himself. You will observe by the Rubric, 
that notice should be given to the minister 
of any person being sick ; and readily will 

* John V. 24. 
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you understand, that in so thickly peopled 
a district as this, in which our lot is cast, 
unless we be invited, it is very difficult for 
us to attend in such cases. Nor can our 
visits be as frequent as we could wish them, 
from the number who need our ministration. 
Our poorer brethren, in this respect* have 
one of their compensations for wealth — in 
that their door is more open to us ; and 
their heart more accessible to ihaX plainness 
of deaUng with the conscience, which, (un- 
less we " set our faces as a flint,") the ca- 
pricious forms of higher society raise up and 
set a hedge before our eyes to obstruct. 

The notion somehow prevails, that in the 
multitude of religious booksj there is less 
causefor the attendance of a minister. These 
may do very well as enabling a sick person 
to profit by the ministerial services : but 
they are no svhstitute for his exhortations 
and intercession, who cometh in the name 
of Christ, his Master. " He that despiseth 
you, despiseth Me S" said the Lord Jesus : 

' Luke X. 16. 
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and in the words of my text, the Holy 
Ghost, the Giver of spiritual life, who best 
knoweth the mode of operating on the 
heart, hath commanded^ " Is any sick, let 
him send for the elders of the Church.'* 
We sufficiently understand the shrinking 
of a delicate mind, and the nervousness 
of age, to make allowance for the hesi- 
tation, which dreads the admission of one, 
sometimes a stranger, into the privacy of 
the chamber of the sick. But the best 
cure for this scrupulousness, is to con- 
sider not the man, but his office. Regard 
us simply, as bearers of grace from your 
Saviour. Imagine not, that anything we 
can speak, can of itself do good, but only 
so far as accompanied by the blessing of 
the Holy Spirit. You can form no idea 
of the anxiety of mind which would over- 
whelm us, unless we thus cast ov/rsdves on 
the corrective and sustaining grace of God. 
What, if we encourage, when we should 
awaken ! What, if we alarm, when we 
should soothe ! What, if we make the 
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heart of the righteous sad, whom the Lord 
hath not made sad ! Is not this a duty 
that requires those rich gifts from heaven 
— wisdom, experience, aptness for teaching, 
zeal, caution, firmness, and tenderness, in 
no common measure imparted to us ? 

While we would not discourage the 
piety which is unwilling to give bui as a 
Christian^ joining words of advice and com- 
fort in ministering to the sick and needy ; 
while we gratefully acknowledge that cha- 
ritable help afforded us, by discreet and 
condescending visits among the poor, we 
do most certainly deprecate any inter- 
ference with the duties, strictly ministerial. 
Let not the office of the Priesthood be dis- 
pensed with ; until it be foimd that a mi- 
nister, having been sent for, will not attend. 
Sorry am I to state, that there are occa- 
sions in which the minister is called upon 
to visit under the plea of giving religious 
comfort, and the case made out as critical, 
so that, on an inclement evening, he is 
hurried to some distant habitation— on 
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reaching which, he finds, that alms, not 
spiritual advice, is that which is really de- 
sired. Or he is sometimes required, at an 
hour most unseasonable, to number some 
little one among the members of Christ's 
flock, whom neglectful parents have omitted 
to bring to the font, while health and life 
seemed secure. 

Brethren, prepare nmo^ by deep repent- 
ance and lively faith, for passing a holy 
and peaceful time on the bed of sickness. 
It is, as we well know, in many cases, a 
season of such excruciating pain and such 
distraction of mind, that to begin the work 
of grace on the heart, requires almost a 
miracle of Divine interposition. Neglect 
not your soul now, while grace is oflTered, 
lest, when that service is read, which pre- 
supposes unimi with Christ, you be com- 
pelled from conscience to cry out, " I am 
no servant of Christ. Lead me to Him, 
that I may for the first time, bend the 
knee of sincere sorrow, and be reconciled 
to my Lord." Be not offended, when we 
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strive to probe the conscience, to awaken 
conviction, to show your need of Christ, 
to strip the soul of all false pleas of merit, 
to present you to the Comforter for His 
healing gifts, and to Christ for covering 
you with the robe of His righteousness. 

That eminent Christian, Hooker, was so 
far convinced of the Church being an in- 
strument for giving to the lowly believer 
assurance of pardon, that he desired and 
received absolution from a brother minister. 
This humble man was not so mistaken in 
views of spirituality, as to imagine himself 
above the appointed means of grace ; but 
received in his last sickness, " the blessed 
Sacrament of the body and blood of our 
Jesus." After which, says the devout 
writer of his life, his friend saw a reverend 
gaiety and joy in his face ^ — Pray that in 
the hour of sickness, patience of so high a 
character, may be vouchsafed unto us, that 
we may welcome the chastising hand of 

* Iz. Walton. 
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the Lord, and say from the heart, " Though 
He slay me, I will trust in Him ^*' Pray 
that we may be in sickness thankful for 
the least office of kindness. If we cannot 
read muchj may it be granted us, to enjoy 
sliort prayers, and extract nourishment 
from meditation on choice and comforting 
texts of Scripture. May we attain to an 
humble and reverent, more than rapturous 
frame of mind ! — and if the prayer of faith 
shovM prevail, through Him who brought 
back three souls from the grave — shovld 
we be spared a little to recover our strength 
— may we live unto the Lord ! Shotdd we 
be once again raised up, let us be faithful 
in PAYING the vows^ which we made when 
we were in trouble — and tell forth, in the 
short remnant of life, what God hath done 
for our souls. 

^ Job xiii. 15. 
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Revelations xiv. 13. 

" I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING UNTO ME, 
WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE 
LORD FROM HENCEFORTH : YEA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, 
FOR THEY REST FROM THEIR LABOURS ; AND THEIR 
WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM." 

For man, to be indifferent to that body, in 
which our first parent was created in the 
image of God ; in which the Son of God 
condescended to tabernacle, though with- 
out sin ; in which the Holy Ghost deigns 
to reside, as in a temple, when filling the 
heart of the Christian, would be base in- 
deed, and an act little short of profaneness. 
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Hence, have arisen various modes of treat- 
ing the body after death. The tender anx- 
iety of Abraham to bury Sarah in the cave 
of Macpelah — the love of Jacob in erect- 
ing a pillar over the grave of Rachel — the 
charge of Joseph, when dying, to be carried 
up into the promised land, when the Lord 
should appear for His people— testify an 
early reverence for the fleshly cabinet of 
the immortal soul. The bodies of Enoch 
and Elijah, have passed away into the 
heavens without seeing corruption. Of 
Moses, it is carefully related, that his body 
could no where be found. But, " The 
Lord buried himr Nor was there wanting 
a due reverence for the dead among the 
heathen. The Egyptians were wont to 
preserve the body by a curious process of 
embalming. The Greeks and Romans com- 
mitted the earthly remains to the flames ; 
and the bones and ashes were then gathered 
together in a sepulchral urn. The Jews, 
with haste, latterly, wrapped the body in 
linen, with spices and drugs, tending to 

15 
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delay the course of corruption— and with- 
out inclosing it in a coffin, placed the cold 
limbs in some tomb, generally hollowed 
out in the rocky land of their inheritance. 
The Primitive Christians used to lay the 
body under the earth, either in a grave or 
vault formed for the occasion. And, meet- 
ing afterwards at the tomb of those who 
had been martyrs, they seemed to catch 
the hallowed association of the communion 
of saints : and when they had rest from 
their enemies, erected churches over these 
tombs to the honour of God, and called 
these Churches by the names of the Saints, 
who slept beneath, in Jesus. The Empe- 
ror Constantino was the first, who was 
buried within the Church, and his grave 
was in the porch; but the Church-yard 
around, has been for ages consecrated to 
God. Separated from unhallowed purposes, 
it receives the body as a seed^ which in due 
time shall start to life a spiritual body; 
and meanwhile is defended and preserved 
in this garden of the Lord. 
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2* Having thus briefly alluded to the 
differing marks of reverence for the dead, 
paid in various ages and countries, let me 
now direct your attention to the funeral 
service of our Church. At the time of the 
Reformation, this service required some very 
great changes. The doctrine of purga- 
tory, which represents souls as undergoing 
some purifying correction, in the unseen 
world, had so corrupted the Romish ritual, 
that a wide departure from that formu- 
lary was found necessary, in order to ob- 
tain a scriptural and edifying service. 

Now the principle of our Burial Office 
is this, — It is not for the benefit of the dead, 
but for the consolation and improvement of the 
living. The greater part, by far, is taken 
out of Holy Scripture; and herein, es- 
pecially in the use of the Psalms, we follow 
the primitive model. For thus speaks a 
very ancient author, describing the Chris- 
tian mode of interment — "The Minister 
reads the infallible promises of our holy 
resurrection ; and then we devoutly sing 

N 
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the anthems of holy Psalms, which are on 
the same subject, and tend to the same 
purpose.** To us, the cheerfulness of the 
early Christians, seems almost unnatural, 
in the burial of their dead. But we must 
remember, how fresh in their minds were 
all the miracles of the Saviour's life and 
resurrection ; how perilous was their con- 
dition from day to day, owing to the per- 
secutions of Heathenism ; how strong 
was their faith, in the unseen life, and in 
the speedy return of Christ, to glorify His 
Church. Death seemed but as the removal 
of a screen, which concealed invisible peace 
and glory : and should they be sad, because 
their beloved ones were with Christ ? 

The service commences, as the dead 
body is borne first (in order to our 
remembering that we all are soon to 
follow)^ with that triumphant assurance of 
Christ, that He is the Resurrection and 
the life ; and that the believer has been 
awakened from spiritual death by His grace, 
and shall surely pass from a world of pain 
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and sinfulness to one of joj and purity, 
through Him, who is the head of the Body. 
When/aith has thus been strengthened, 
by the promise of Jesus, who spake these 
words to the mourning sisters of Lazarus : 
when hope has been quickened, by the 
glorious prospect, of the Redeemer, standing 
at the latter day upon the earth ; and of 
the body, (soon to be destroyed by worms,) 
coming to life again, so that in our flesh 
we shall see God — then, has Patience her 
perfect work, in remembering that as " we 
brought nothing into the world, so neither 
may we carry any thing out: " and calling 
to mind tlie enjoyment we have had in 
that which was given, rather than indulging 
our sorrow in what has been lost, we ex- 
claim, in adoring submission, " Blessed be 
the name of the Lord !" 

The corpse now resting in the Sanc- 
tuary, where lately perhaps the soul was 
glad when they said. We will go into 
the house of the Lord, the 39th or 
90th Psalm is solemnly read. The for- 

n2 
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mer of these, composed by the Prophet 
David, on Absalom's death, describes the 
agony of pain experienced in repressing 
grief before the unpitying : it utters the 
sigliing of a contrite heart, at the thought 
of our span-long life ; it blames the folly 
of heaping up wealth, in those, who know 
not who shall gather riches, which may 
have cost the price of a soul; it sends 
forth prayer for mercy ; it bewails the pil- 
grim condition of man upon earth ; it 
breathes submission to the stroke of afflic- 
tion, because it is God's doing. The 
latter, or 90th Psalm, was always regarded 
by the Jewish Church as the composition 
of Moses : it is said to have been written 
by the man of God, on the fatal sentence 
going forth from Heaven, that all above 
twenty years of age should die in the 
wilderness. It is remarkable how his mind 
passes, from contemplating the frail con-, 
dition of man, to the Lord, as our refiige, 
from one generation to another. It is 
touching to observe how, after likening man 



BURIAL SERVICE. 269 

to a short-lived flower, which in the morning 
is green, and groweth up, in the evening 
is cut down, dried up, and withered— His 
inspired mind seeks the moral of this sad 
tale in the prayer, that we " may so number 
our days as to apply our hearts unto true 
wisdom," and be satisfied with the mercy of 
God, and that soon, to the rejoicing of our 
souls. The Psalm ended, that sublime 
lesson from St. Paul's Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians is read. Beginning with the 
assurance of Christ being risen from the 
dead, the apostle draws a parallel between 
the injury inflicted on the earth, by the 
first Adam, and the glory provided for 
man, by the second Adam. He takes a 
rapid survey of the general resurrection. 
He points to Christ as the first fruits, and 
declares the cheering truth, that before 
the final sentence of judgment, they that 
are Christ's shall be raised at His coming. 
Then, cometh the end, when the kingdom 
of the Mediator (its great purpose having 
been answered) shall be delivered up into 

N 3 
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the hands of the Father ; and God shall 
be all in all. The Apostle next condescends 
to answer some objections to the doctrine 
of a resurrection of the body. What should 
induce Christians to press forward to 
martyrdom, and new converts to be 
baptized in the place of the dead, if there 
were no security of a blessed life after this ? 
If, even in this world, we see bodies so 
variously constituted, on the earth, in the 
deep, in the air above, where is the difficulty 
to the Creator, of raising the dead ? Is it 
harder to restore, than to create? SoiBra 
now like a seed in the earth, it must 
there decay, till the new principle take 
effect : and then, what was once comq)- 
tion will be found incomiption, weakness 
will be found power, mortal shall put on im* 
mortality. He reveals the stupendous truth, 
that, at the great day, they who are alive 
shall not pass through death, but shall be 
suddenly changed. The trumpet shall be 
sounded by an Archangel, and the dead shall 
be raised, and death shall be swallowed up 
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in victory. Well then may the Redeemed 
of the Lord take up the Apostle's ex- 
clamation, " O Death, where is thy sting ? 
O Grave, where is thy victory ?" and re- 
turn thanks to the Lord Jesus, who hath 
taken away the sting from death, by 
making it a passage to Glory; and des- 
troyed the condemning sentence of the 
law, by His djring for our sin, and rising 
again for our justification. 

From the courts of the Lord's house, the 
mournful procession now passes to the grave. 
How simply, yet solemnly, are we reminded, 
in allusion to the confession of Jacob to 
Pharaoh, and to the beautiful simile of 
St. James, that man born of a woman hath 
but a short time to live, and is full of 
misery ; that he cometh up and is cut down 
like a flower ; that he fleeth as it were a 
shadow, and never continueth in one stay ! 
How aflectingly at such a time, in such a 
place, under such circumstances, are we 
instructed, that, in the midst of life we are 
in death ; and that there is none, to whom 

N 4 
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we can look for succour, but, that blessed 
Lord, who, for our sins is justly displeased 
at us ! Yet, that Holy Lord, that mercifiil 
Saviour, that most worthy Judge eternal 
is intreated to rescue us from the bitter 
pains of death. He, that knoweth the 
very secrets of the heart, is implored, with 
repeated cries and strong supplications, to 
spare us, to shut not His merciful ears to our 
prayers, and not to suffer us at our last hour, 
through any pains of death, to fall from Him. 
For creatures, so much addicted to the 
things of sense as we are — it is hard to fix 
our thoughts on the soul, rather than the 
body. We shed a gloom over death with 
dark clothing, and sable plumes ; and ex- 
cite our feelings, and torture our imagina- 
tion with these funereal associations, when 
we should rather, be fancying the happy 
spirit — if departed in the faith of Jesus — at 
peace before the Lord ; holding converse with 
the blessed Martyrs, Apostles, and Saints of 
every age, beyond the pressure of pain and 
sorrow, temptation and trespassing. 
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Yet, with all the aid which our holy 
religion can bring, it is an agonizing mo- 
ment, when we stand beside the deep, 
dark grave of relative or friend ; and feel, 
that all the charms of his society, and the 
tenderness of affection, and the power of 
his example, and the sound advice, and the 
fondness of look, are no longer to be en- 
joyed within this vale of tears. While the 
dear body (which, in spite of ourselves, we 
cannot help feeling is the person we have 
lost) is lowered into the earth, and the 
hollow and startling sound, on the cofBn lid, 
of earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust, falls on the ear — tears will flow. At 
the grave of a friend, whom He was about 
to raise in a few moments, ^^Jems weptr 
But, in that hour, struggle to give faith 
its full exercise ! Pray that thy soul may 
be established, in the sure and certain hope 
of the resurrection to eternal life! Look 
unto Jesus, whose mighty office it will be 
to change our vile bodies, that they may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body^ ae^ 

n5 
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cording to the mighty working, whereby He 
is able to subdue all things unto Himsel£ 

We hear, as it were, a voice from 
Heaven, saying — "From henceforth (uot 
sleeping till the day of final judgment, but, 
fnym henceforth) blessed are the dead — 
which die in the Lord : even so, saith the 
Spirit, for they rest from their labours." 

Wherever the Lord's Prayer is intro- 
duced, it should be offered up, in connec- 
tion with the subject of the prayers com- 
bining with it. And how must the heart 
respond to prayers, especially for God's 
will to be done, under this bereavement ; 
and for Christ's kingdom to come, in which 
the true disciples of Jesus, re-united in 
purer and perpetual bonds, shall follow the 
Lamb, whithersoever He goeth! Our Church 
under the guidance of Scripture, hesitates 
not to pronounce, that the spirits of them 
that depart hence in the Lord, are alive in 
Paradise: — She speaks comfortably, pro- 
nouncing that the souls of the ^suthful, 
after being delivered from the burden of 
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the flesh, are in joy and felicity. She re- 
quires us to render thanks to the Lord, for 
the deliverance of our brother or sister, 
here departed, from the miseries of a sinfiil 
world. And the Lord is besought to hasten 
the time of His coming, and to accomplish 
the number of His elect, that we, with all 
who have departed this life in His faith and 
fear, may have our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in His 
eternal kingdom. The concluding prayer^ 
or collect of all the chief topics of faith, 
and patience, and comfort, is indeed a sub* 
lime composition. If it be objected, that 
the hope expressed in every case is too 
strong, be it remembered, that there are 
various degrees of hope; and there is a 
hope of charity and sympathy no less than 
of assurance : — and that, when Church dis- 
cipline is somewhat restored ; (if ever it be) 
for those, who are not in full communion 
with the Church, the most solemn minis- 
trations would be in vain demanded. 
The invocation of the Father, in this con- 

N 6 
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eluding petition, is as nourishing to faith, as 
the latter portion is soothing to the bleeding 
hearts of the surviving friends. While, our 
God is addressed as the Father of that Sa- 
viour who is the resurrection and the life ; 
while, from the words of inspiration,— our 
mother, the Church, enjoins on us, not to 
be sorry, as men without hope, for them 
that sleep in Jesus, we meekly pray to be 
raised from the death of sin unto the life 
of righteousness. We humbly desire that 
when we shall depart this life, we may rest 
in Christ, as our hope (our earnest wish) is, 
this our brother doth ; and that at the ge- 
neral resurrection, we may hear that blessed 
sentence addressed to each of us, which the 
glorified Redeemer shall then pronounce 
on all that love and fear Him : " Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you, from the foundation of 
the world." 



I. What a lesson of humiliation have we 
to learn, from the views of death, presented 
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to our minds, through the solemnities of 
this service! The curse of sin — "for " death 
passed upon all, in that all have sinned." 
" In Adam all die." The corruption of the 
body, under its most innocent, and most 
beautiful forms : " after our skin, woims will 
destroy the body" of all who hear me. 
Yea, of the dearest object, it must be said, 
soon after the fatal sentence has been 
passed, as by Abraham of Sarah; " Bury my 
dead out of my sight." We must think of 
death, as the actual punishment of sin, 
foreseen in all the descendants of Adam. 
Where is there room for pride? In a body 
that returns to dust, earth, and ashes ; in 
a soul destined in itself to ruin, and only 
rescued by One, mighty to save ? In a soul, 
which after the holy washing of the new' 
birth, retains a tendency to follow after 
evil, rather than good ? In a soul, that must' 
be separated from the body, that each, by' 
influences of glory, may be more fitted for 
the other ? In your possessions will yoh 
vaunt yourself, when reminded that yoti' 
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" brought nothing hither, and can carry 
away nothing r In your endowments of 
mind, and imaginary attainments? when 
" every man living is altogether vanity." 
O bear in mind the solemn lessons on which 
we have been meditating: and pray for 
grace to be afraid at the wrathful indigna- 
tion of the Most High, lest He set our 
misdeeds before Him, and our secret sins in 
the light of His countenance, and He be 
angry, and all our days be gone, and we 
suddenly bring our years to an end, as a 
tale that is told. 

II. Yet, in the midst of our sad reflec* 
tions, refuse not to be comforted, " because 
they are not ;" and though we have but a 
short time to live. Is it not unspeakable 
consolation to know, that the day on which 
Christian friends are parted from us, on that 
day shall they be with Jesus in Para- 
dise ? Listen not to those heathen dreams 
of sleep, for a soul ! Did not St. Paul de- 
sire to depart, that he might be '^with 
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Christ ?" Would not his zeal have panted 
for the life of Methuselah, if the interval 
between death and the resurrection, were 
to have been torpor and inactivity ? Re- 
joice to think, that they who are Christ's, by 
their union with Him, and the new nature 
derived from His Spirit, live with Christ. 
What saith the text? "They rest from 
their labours." Their trials, their conflicts 
with temper, their outward temptations, 
their sensibilities of conscience, their sepa- 
rations, their anxieties, are ended ; " and 
their works do follow them." Their works 
do not go before them, to make a merito- 
rious claim, which one look from the Judge 
would cover with confusion. But they 
" follow with them \" as proofs of the in- 
dwelling spirit, as marks of a mind assimi- 
lated to Christ, as preparations of soul for 
the enjoyment of a world of holiness, when 
that which is begun in grace, shall be per- 
fected in glory. Lay this to thine ow» 

* Bp. Jebb. 
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heart. In this is the Father glorified, that 
we bear much fruit ; so shall we be Christ's 
disciples — and if we be chastened, (yea, 
grievously) in the mean time, let us be 
cheered with the thought, that the Divine 
husbandman is pruning us, « that we may 
bring forth more fruit." Let not the hour 
of Death seem gloomy. Does the child 
dread the hour of meeting an honoured 
parent, when the close study of school is 
ended ? Does the affectionate wife shrink 
from the hour, when she is to be restored 
to the society of her beloved husband? 
And shall we fear to die ? to be released 
from affliction, and confusion, and sin ? fear, 
to be admitted to the presence of Him, 
that loved us, and washed us in his own 
blood ; fear, to be made happy for ever- 
more? 

IIL In order to secure this, learn the 
lesson oi faith. You know, that your days 
are numbered. The time is not distant to 
the youngest person, when, for such an one. 
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the coffin must be made, and the gra^e 
opened, and the mourners will go about 
the streets. You know it, iriore certainly, 
than that the sun will rise on the morning 
of to-morrow. Death is near to us all, 
more especially to the aged, and the de* 
dining. Any of us may be overtaken by a 
sudden death. 

If these things are so, your only fear 
need be, lest you should be unprepared for 
your summons. And if any one before me, 
hath no well-grounded hope of salvation — 
if the life of such a one be opposed to the 
Gospel — or be an unprofitable mixture of 
the decencies of religion with a love for 
the world — then, you cannot be otherwise 
than unhappy : for if the pain of an hour 
be grievous, who can dwell with everlast- 
ing burnings, where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched ? But I call 
on you, in the name of Jesus, to turn unto 
Him — be reconciled toGod inChrist. Your 
Redeemer liveth, to intercede that you 
may be spared. To-day if you will hear 
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His voice, harden not your heart : now is 
the accepted time. Though you were dead 
in trespasses and sins— yet can His grace 
from heaven, awaken and make you live, 
and give you a new power within, that 
you shall become dead to sin, hating it in 
every shape ; and alive unto righteousness, 
rejoicing in all the commandments and or- 
dinances of the Lord, loving the law of the 
Lord, and all the day long, having your 
delight in it. Pray for that faith, which, 
while it pictures God as all holiness, pre- 
sents Jesus as a most merciful Saviour. 
Pray to Him that knoweth the very secrets 
of the heart, to deliver you not into the 
bitter pains of eternal death ; but to spare 
you — to make you from this hour stedfsust, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord — forasmuch as you know, that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

Would you hear, how calm the end is of 
an humble, devout Christian, let me recite 
to you the death of him, whose sick bed 
we contemplated, when last we were here 
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assembled. I allude to the dying scene of 
the meek, learned, and spiritual minded 
Hooker. He seemed at his last hour, deep 
in contemplation, and not inclinable to 
discourse — but when he was asked the 
subject of his thoughts, he replied, that he 
was meditating the number, and the na- 
ture of angels, and their blessed order and 
obedience ; without which, peace could not 
be in heaven ; and O ! that it might be so 
upon earth ! " I have lived (said the expir- 
ring saint) to see that this world is made 
up of perturbations : and I have been long 
preparing to leave it — and gathering com- 
fort for the dreadful hour of making my 
account with God, which I now appre- 
hend to be near. And though I have 
loved Him in my youth, feared Him in 
mine age, and laboured to have a con- 
science void of offence toward God and 
man ; yet, if Thou, O Lord, be extreme to 
mark what I have done amiss, who can 
abide it ! And therefore, where I have 
failed, Lord, show mercy unto me ; for I 
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plead not my righteousness — but the for- 
giveness of my unrighteousness — for His 
merits, who died to purchase pardon for 
penitent sinners. And since I owe Thee 
a death, Lord, let it not be terrible, and 
then take Thine own time. I submit to 
it. Let not my will, O Lord, but Thine 
be done." After a short rest, he added, 
" God hath heard my petitions. I am at 
peace with all men, and He is at peace with 
me ; and from that blessed assurance, I feel 
that inward joy, which this world can nei- 
ther give, nor take from me. My con- 
science beareth me this witness— and this 
witness maketh the thoughts of death, joy^ 
fid. I could wish to live, to do the Church 
more service, but I cannot hope it. My 
days are past, as a shadow that returns 
not." More he would have spoken, but 
his spirits failed him ; and after a short 
conflict between nature and death, a quiet 
sigh put a period to his last breath — ^and 
so he fell asleep ^ 

^ Izaac Walton's Life of Hooker. 
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Can we read the peaceful end of this, 
and other holy Christians, and not say 
from our hearts, " May I die the death of the 
righteous, and may my last end be like his^?" 
May we be enabled so to adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in life, that with 
St. Stephen, we may expectantly entreat 
the " Lord Jesus to receive our spirit ^ !" 

I would indeed, that the customs of so- 
ciety admitted of more members of the 
family attending the last remains of the de- 
parted, to the grave. Many a heart might 
be religiously touched — and realize, under 
God's grace, the coming hour of death. 
There would be less liability to that in- 
temperance, which is said, at smh an hour, 
still, occasionally, to be observed; and it 
would banish some of the mockery of woe, 
by the full presence of the real mourners. 

My brethren, "the time is short.'* "The 
Lord is at hand :" and before long — the 
Judge, with whom a thousand years are 

* Numb, xxiii. 10. * Acts vii. 59- 
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but as one day, will be on His throne- 



and the world standing to receive sentence 
to eternal blessedness, or sorrow, that shall 
never end. Let our faith be fixed on 
Jesus, as the only Saviour; and look unto 
Him for imparting such divine strength, 
as shall enable us to overcome, and sit 
down with Him on His throne. While 
we live, let us live unto the Lord — that 
when we die, we may die unto the Lord ; 
living and dying, may we be the Lord's — 
and so, shall an entrance be ministered 
unto us, into that blessed abode — where, 
being admitted for Christ's sake, " we shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more, 
neither shall the sun light on us, nor any 
heat. But the Lamb, which is in the 
midst of the throne, shall lead us unto 
fountains of living water, and God shall 
wipe away all tears for ever." 

» Rev. viL 16, 17 
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2 Cor. iL 16. 

** WHO IS SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THIK6S ?" 

In the preface to the ordinal of the Church, 
it is broadly stated, as a received opinion, 
that " from the Apostles' time, there have 
been these orders of ministers in Christ's 
Church — Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, 
And these offices have evermore been had 
in such reverend estimation, that no man 
might presume to execute any of them, 
except he were first called, tried, examined, 
and known to have such qualities as are 
requisite for the same ; and also by public 

15 
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prayer, with imposition of hands, approved, 
and admitted thereunto with lawful au- 
thority." In accordance with this esta- 
blished judgment of antiquity, three several 
offices were provided, by the wisdom an4, 
piety of the Reformers, respect being had., 
to the several services for ordination, fij. 
the eastern, western, and other ancient 
branches of the Church. The leading 
features in this office, I shall now present 
unto you, that you may see how greatly 
the ministers of God need your interces- 
sions; and how fully justified was an 
Apostle in using that humble ejaculation^ 
" Who — is sufficient for these things ?" 

THE ORDERING OF DEACONS. 

The order of Deacons probably arose, 
from that appointment of the " seven men 
of good report and full of the Holy Ghost 
and faith," who being, at first, set apart by 
the Apostles, for a particular ministration 
of charity, afterwards, became regular. 
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helpers in the Church. The office cor- 
responded with that of the Levite in the 
former dispensation; and harmonized, in 
the inferiority of rank, with the severUy^ 
who were appointed subordinate to the 
Apostles, by "the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of our souls." The age of twenty- 
three having been attained, and a prepara- 
tory course of study observed, such as, 
upon due examination, warrants the ad- 
mission of the young minister, he is pre- 
sented to the Bishop, in this form : 
" Reverend father in God, I present unto 
you this person to be admitted Deacon." 
But the cautionary voice of the Church is 
immediately heard from the lips of her 
ruling Pastor, " take heed that the person 
be apt, and meet for learning and godly 
conversation, to exercise his ministry duly 
to the honour of God, and the edifying of 
his Church." After that the assurance is 
given by him, that has enquired and ex- 
amined, that he believes him so to be, yet 
is a further appeal made to the congrega- 

o 
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tion present, entreating any one, in the 
name of God, to come forth, and declare 
if there be any notable crime or impedi- 
ment Ijring against him. If no objectiom 
be made, the usual prayers of the morning 
service are offered up, with an especial ad- 
dition, that the Lord would be pleased to 
pour His grace upon the candidate, so 
that he may be enabled duly to execute 
his office, to the edifjring of the Church, 
and the glory of God's name. 

In the collect for the occasion, our 
Almighty God, who by his Divine Provi- 
dence hath appointed divers orders of 
ministers in the Church, is entreated to 
replenish this His servant with the trutii of 
His doctrine, and to adorn him with in- 
nocency of Ufe;.that both by word and 
good example, he may faithfully serve the 
Lord in the office to which he is called. 
While the Epistle sets forth the serious- 
ness, sincerity, temperance and unambitious 
mind, which should shine forth in the 
Deacons; while the corresponding duties 
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of their Wives, in the exercise of charity, 
simplicity and faithfulness, are described ; 
the Gospel (usually read by a deacon) 
proclaims the constant watchfulness, and 
devotedness to his heavenly Master's ser- 
vice, which should adorn the mind of one, 
professedly reUnquishing the world, that 
he may turn men from darkness to light, and 
from the power of satan unto God. 

But previously to this reading of the 
gospel, (his first act of celebration of the 
divine service) he is required to make cer- 
tain declarations of civil and ecclesiastical 
subjection, as excluding all foreign inter- 
ference in matters of religion. He then 
most solemnly declares his trust — that he 
is moved by the Spirit of God, to take upon 
him this office, in order to the promotion 
of God*s glory; and avows his belief of 
being truly called, according to the vdll 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to this ministry. 
His faith in the canonical Scriptures is 
openly testified ; and a promise is exacted, 
that he will, the Lord being his helper, 

o2 
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diligently read the Scriptures unto the 
people assembled in the Church, unto 
which he is appointed to serve. The 
Bishop then proceeds to set before him 
the nature of the duties which he is bound 
to. discharge, as a Deacon ; namely, assist- 
ance to the Priest, as in other parts of the 
service, so especially in administering the 
Holy communion, reading Scripture and ho- 
milies in the Church, giving instruction to 
youth in the catechism, baptising infants in 
the Priest's absence, and preaching, if he 
rJBceive a license from his Ordinary. An 
ax5tive spirit of charity among the poor ah* 
infirm, and all deference to the responsible 
minister of the cure, being further insisted' 
on, as habits to be cultivated with a glad 
and willing heart, his vow is made in tb^ 
strength of the Lord God. 

But as, vdthout personal holiness, tiMi 
most imposing array of public acts av^ 
little worth, the candidate now binds hittk^ 
self to frame and fashion his own life utd 
tfax3iae.of his household, according to >tb^ 
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Standard of the Gospel, so that they be 
wholesome examples to the flock of Christ. 
And having finally pledged himself to 
render due obedience to his ordinary and 
other ministers bearing jurisdiction over 
him, he receives, on his bended knees, the 
sacred title to the Deaconship in these 
memorable words — ^the Bishop laying his 
hands on his head : " Take thou authority 
to execute the office of a Deacon in the 
Church of God, committed unto thee, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of- the Holy Ghost. Take thou au- 
thority to read the Gospel in the Church 
of God, and to preach the same, if thou be 
licensed thereto by the Bishop." 

With these words, which, to the last 
moment of life, must thrill in the ears of 
him that has knelt before God at such a 
moment, and received such a commission, 
there is delivered into his hands by the 
Bishop, the volume of the New Testament. 
And the body and blood of Christ being 
devoutly received, in token of fidelity 

o3 
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from man, and enabling gtace from God, 
the incense of prayer ascende, that the 
servant of the Lord, who is now offering 
himself, may be constant in his ministm- 
tions, humble and modest, «nd having a 
ready wUl to observe all spiritual discipline : 
that so, he may ^* purchase to himself a 
good d^ree ^ ", and be found worthy of 
being called into the higher ministries of 
Christ. 

ORDERING OF PRIESTS. 

It commonly happens, that some are 
received into the higher grade of the 
Church, at the same period that others are 
seeking an entrance into the duties of the 
Deacon's office. And it is an interesting 
contrast of mind, between those, who, 
having already been engaged in the good 
warfare as Deacons, are ambitious of a 
more advanced station in the camp ; and 
tihose, who, as yet little aware of the con- 

VlTim. iii. 18. 
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fliots and discouragements attendant on 
sach a warfare, are panting to fight the 
good fight of faith, under ^^ the great Cap- 
tain of their salvation.'' But even after a 
year's probation, the same warning voice 
of spiritual authority guards against a 
hafitj admission into the more responsible 
office belonging to the Priest \ and again 
calls upon all, to give notice of any offence 
that may have been committed in his year 
of probation, or before, operating against 
his reception into the situation desired. 
The Epistle from the 4th Ephesians, des- 
cribing the rich diversity of gifts which 
adorned the Christian Church in its early 
state, is followed by an extract froln One 
of the Gospels, either describing the mag- 
nitude of the harvest and the fewness of 
the labourers ; or the duties of a Christian 
shepherd, in imitation of Christ the great 
Pastor of the fold. 

^ The term Priest is of Ghreek origin, and is the 
contracted form of Presbyter or elder. 

o4 
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An address is next delivered by the 
Bishop, seated within the altar, to the oai^ 
didates for the Priesthood standing arotid^ 
of a most instructive, arousing, and ec»liO^ 
latory character. They are reminded in 
this, of the dignity and impwtance of liii^ 
office, unto which they are caUed, as *Mi^ 
aengers, watchmen, stewards of the hdtA. 
It is deeply impressed on them, how they 
must teach, premonish, feed, provide for 
the Lord's family. What a charge Ifes 
upon them, to seek for Christ's sheep that 
are dispersed abroad, and for his childien 
in this naughty world, that they may^ be 
saved through Christ for ever. They ttere 
intreated to have always printed in ^el^ 
remembrance, how great a treasure is ^cfS^ 
tnitted to their charge — sheep purchased 
ftt'no less a cost than their shepherd's liSd; 
and what an honour, in attendance on the 
^use, the body of Christ, is granted tib<te. 
How terrific is the admonition following, 
^ea, after many years have rolled awaff,-) 
thift' if the Church, or any member sii^ 
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tajce hurt by their negligence, the fault is 
g^mt ; the punishment which will ensu^, 
homble^ They must never cease thedr 
cfMPe, labour aiMl diligence, until all entrust- 
ed to tibieir charge, are brought to such 
ripeness, of, fedth, and perfectness of know- 
ledge, a9. that no room shall be left for 
eirror in religion, or viciousness in life. 
. Having thus fully exhibited the nature, 
the digi^ty, and the responsibility of the 
ministerial office, the remainder of this 
h^art-searching exhortation consists of ad- 
vice in girding themselves for their high 
duty. Host solemnly are they reminded, 
that a will and ability, answerable to such 
a call, can come from God alone, and must 
earnestly be prayed for : that such a work 
as the salvation of man can in no wise b^ 
acoomi^ished, but through the remedy of 
tlje divine word. Hence the infix^te 
obligationi to read and learn the scripturi^s, 
aa4 to frame their manners, and tho$e;Qf 
al\; >{)ertaining to them, according, to ^;||i^ 
iglS»lg4{;^«fldar4. Henc^ ought t^ejj^fp 
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set aside, as much as possible, all worldly 
cares and studies, and apply themselves 
wholly to this one thing. Thus, by con- 
stant weighing of the Holy Scriptures, and 
continual prayer to God, through the 
mediation of the only Saviour, they are en- 
couraged to hope, that they shall wax riper 
and stronger in the ministry, and become 
wholesome and godly examples for the 
people to follow. As was the Candidate 
for the first office, so, he that seeketib the 
Priesthood, is required publicly to declare 
his motives, his faith, his resolutions of 
obedience, before obtaining admission. 
He avows his conviction that he has been 
called, according to the Lord's will. He 
professes belief in the fulness and certainty 
of holy Scripture ; resolving, by the grace 
of God, to teach nothing, as necessary for 
salvation, but what may be concluded and 
proved thereby. His vow is uttered, that 
he will minister the doctrine, the Sacra- 
ments, and the discipline of Christ, accor- 
ding to the commands of the Lord, inter- 
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preted by the Church. The Lord being 
his helper, he binds himself to drive away 
all erroneous doctrine ; and both unto the 
sick and the whole, within his cure, to use 
public and private monition and exhorta* 
tiod, as occasion shall be given. In prayer, 
and meditation, laying aside the study of 
the world and the flesh, he promises, in 
the divine strength, to be diligent, to ex- 
hibit a safe example to his flock, to pro- 
mote order, quietness, and peace ; and to 
submit to the godly judgment of those 
invested with ecclesiastical authority over 
him. Then, does the Bishop pray the 
Almighty, to grant him strength and 
power to fulfil these high duties, and ac- 
complish the work begun in him: — and 
silence being kept, that the congregation 
may secretly commend the candidates to 
the grace of God, the descent of the 
Spirit, in his sanctifying gifts, is desired 
in words simple and venerable from their 
antiquity: after which, renewed pra^ier 
being niade for Christ's kingdotft to be 

06 
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enlarged, and glorified, by the labours of 
those now set apart, the commission is 
granted to each, meekly kneeling on his 
knees, in these words — " Receive the Holy 
Ghost for the office and work of a Priest 
in the Church, now conmiitted unto thee» 
by imposition of hands : whose sins thou 
dost forgive, they are forgiven, and who^e 
sins thou dost retain, they are retained. And 
be thou a faithful dispenser of the word of 
God, and of His holy Sacraments. In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost." These words being 
spoken, the Presbyters laying on their 
hands, together with the Bishop, the Bible 
is placed in the hand of the newly ordained , 
priest with this parting charge. ^^ Take^ 
thou authority to preach the word of God». 
and; to minister the Holy Sacraments in 
the congregation, where thou shalt be law-* 
fully appointed thereunto." 

CONSECRATION OF BISHOPS. 

Il^sj^.iiot the place for preying, t^;^ 
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the form of goTeming the Church by' Epis-i ' 
copal authority, is derived from Scripture, 
No other mode is alluded to in the NeW<': 
Testament, (according to the interpretation ' • 
of the Church) or practised by the Christian '• * 
body for fifteen centmies ; and we should ' 
fcM*, in a work of Divine Grace, to counte- 
nance innovation : and rather rejoice, the' - 
nearer that we approximate to the inspired ' 
system. 

The election of Bishops was, after the 
times of the Apostles, in the nomination of 
the Clergy and people. But, as in all po- 
pular elections, favoritism, prejudice, and • 
tumult are found to prevail— on the empire 
becoming Christian, the ruling powers were 
generally consulted: and after choice being "• 
made, three or four Bishops, in the name ^ 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy" 
Ghost, transmitted the high power of set- = ^ 
ting apart others to the ministry. Thai'^' 
one Bishop also had pre-eminence in a 
province, over a certain number of Bishops, 
although the title of Archbishop maiyiiol 
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occur before the fourth century, is plain 
from the early fact, of " Irenaeus (seventy 
years from the time of St. John,) superin- 
tending all the Bishoprics in France.** Our 
Saxon monarchs conferred the nomination 
to this dignity, in right of having founded 
the See. After the conquest, the Dean 
and Chapter of the Cathedral decided ©n 
the successor, when a Bishopric became 
vacant, subject to the confirmation of the 
English Monarch, or Bishop of Rome, as 
their respective power chanced to prevail. 
In the reign of Henry VIII., the king re- 
newed the claim of nomination to a vacant 
see, under the form of recommending to the 
Dean and Chapter, a fit person to be con- 
secrated. The royal nomination is not 
binding, without this ratification of the 
Cathedral. But by their submission to 
the annexed penalties, on refusal to accept 
the nomination, security is provided against 
an unworthy person being admitted to this 
high office. 

The Bishop is to be considered a sue- 

12 
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cesser and representative of the Apostles, 
TheFathers designate the Apostles, Bishops; 
and the Bishops — ^Apostles. And St. Cy- 
prian maintains that, '^ as' a ship cannot be 
steered without a helmsman, or a flock fed 
without a shepherd, so neither can the 
Church be ruled without a Bishop." 
. In the Collect for the Communion Ser- 
vice, prayer is offered up for all Bishops and 
Pastors of the Church, that they may dili- 
gently preach the word, and duly adminis- 
ter the Godly discipline thereof; and that 
the people may obediently follow the same, 
that all may receive the crown of everlast- 
ing glory. The Epistle, from that of St. 
Paul to Timothy, enforces the high and 
holy duties of the pastoral office : or that 
most tender and instructive charge delivered 
by the Apostle, in his episcopal character, 
to the elders of the Ephesian diocese, at 
Miletus, is recited : while the Gospel re- 
counts the proof of love, exacted by Christ, 
in that impressive admonition to St. Peter, 
" Feed my sheep ; *" or, the subject is taken 



from that mjBteriouB le^pesraiiee of ihBi 
risen Lord to the eleyen, when he imparts 
to them their divine commission, ai^ b^ 
stows an earnest of richer grace in the com*' 
munication of the Holy G^ost, from himk 
self. He breathed on them and said,^ Be^ 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost.** Another portion: 
of Scripture is used at discretion, contain^ 
ing Christ's final bequest of divine aulhoritjr 
to His Apostles as a corporate body; and 
the assurance of His spiritual presence withi 
the Church, even to the end of theworW*:; 
The Bishop elect is now presented by 
two of his brethren unto the Archbishop iif 
these words, **Most Reverend Father inOod^;^ 
we present unto you this godly and welt 
learned man to be ordained and consecrated 
Kshop.'' And, habited at first only in tfai^ 
Ihien rochet, he promises on oath to render 
all due reverence and obedience to the 
Archbishop, as supreme Bishop of the pro-^ 
rinee, and his successors. The oongre^ 
gatloii are next reminded of the Loi^ 
it^lH^ continuing a whole night in p^^&f 



lifefore that He ordained His Apostles ; thej: 
are called on to remember how the Apos^ 
Uea fasted and prayed, before they laid 
hands on Paul and Barnabas ; and they are 
exhorted to fall to prayer, before the admis-. 
sioii of any to such a trust, in his behalf; 
and the Lord is afterwards besought to 
send His grace upon him, to the edification 
of the Church; to replenish him with truth 
of doctrine, and innocency of life, that he 
may glorify the name of the Lord. But not 
unto;this awful sphere of sacred duty is the 
Biahop admitted, until he has openly, in the 
hearing of aU, avowed his persuasion of a 
just call, his conyiction of the truth and in- 
finite importance of the Bible, his resolu^- 
tiott to instruct from the oracles of 6od» 
to exercise himself in prayer and deYout|i 
meditation, to resist the encroachment of^ 
false doctrine, to be an example of goq^ 
works, to promote peace and love, to cor^^ 
rect yice within his diocese, to be faitlnful 
in ike ordination and missicm of other;^ 
px^ i%o iB&Qw himsetf* gentle an4 fo^fi^lM 
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for Christ's sake to the needy, the stranger, 
and the destitute. Most humbly does he 
profess his entire and exclusive reliance on 
the help of Grod, for attaining unto this 
grace, and fervently is prayer offered to 
Him that enableth, to give power and ac- 
complishing strength from above. The 
Divine Comforter is invoked, with His 
gifts of gracious inspiration, of light» of 
love, and support. The God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is besought, that 
this. His servant, may evermore be ready- 
to spread abroad His Gospel, (the glad 
tidings of reconciliation with God,) and 
that he may have grace to use his autho- 
rity, not for destruction, but for edification; 
to help and not to hurt ; so that as a wise 
and faithful servant, giving the members of 
his Lord's family, each, their portion of 
meat in due season, he may at last be re- 
ceived into everlasting joy. 

Never was there a sight more truly im- 
posing — ^from the simple sanctity of the 
cicene*-«from the holy association with all 
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that is venerable and of dfvine origin in 
the Church, than that which foUowts. To 
behold, by faith, Christ present with the 
Church ; to realize the ever-living Saviour 
giving validity to this sacri^d commission, 
and blessing those who are appointed to 
bless in His name ! And while the Arch- 
bishop and Bishops lay their hands on the 
head of the elected Bishop, the Archbishop 
solemnly pronounces these words, " Re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost for the office and 
work of a Bishop, in the Church of God, 
now committed unto thee, by the imposi- 
tion of our hands — ^In the name of the Fa^ 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, Amen. And remember, that thou 
stir up the grace of God which is given 
thee, by this imposition of our hands. For 
God hath not given us the spirit of fear, 
but of power, and love, and soberness." 

Most weighty is the exhortation that 
follows, when the Bible is placed in his 
hands, to seek after piety, and studiousness, 
and faithful teaching. To take heed to him- 
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self and to the doctrine; to be unto the flock 
of God a shepherd, not a wolf; to hold up the 
weak, to heal the sick, to bind up the broken, 
to bring again the outcast, to seek the lost, 
to be so merciful as not to be remiss, and 
so to administer discipline as not to forget 
mercy — ^this is the pure and elevated range 
of duty set before the servant of God, '•look- 
ing unto Jesus,'' and waiting for that day, 
when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, and 
bestow a never-fading crown of glory on all 
that love Him. The intercessions for the 
newly ordained Bishop are summed up, lifted 
partaking of the Holy Communion of Christ, 
in these most impressive desires — that h6 
may be endued with the Holy Spirit ; laid 
in preaching God's word, may not only re^* 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all patience, 
but be a wholesome example in word, in' 
conversation, in love, in &ith, in chastity^ 
and purity — that he may feithfully fiilfil his 
course before the great Judge, vr ho liveth 
with the Father and the Spirit, one God. 
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You see, brethren, from this view of ther 
ordination service, how sacred and important 
a duty lies on us, as messengers, watchmen^^ 
stewards of the Lord. It is, in some mea- 
sure, your fault, if any are admitted, who 
are unworthy of the sacred office ; since you 
are called upon " in the name of Grod," to 
protest against any being received into 
holy orders, who stand justly charged with 
any notable crime, or impediment. It is 
a mercy to the soul of such an one — a 
mercy to the souls of those, for whom he 
will become answerable, to step forth, and 
stay his reception into the most awfiil of 
trusts. It lies much with you, also,' to 
lunder,: or promote our usefulness, in the 
sacred embassy. If ye will not receive 
the truth, when it is preached simply m 
Jesus ; but desire novelties, originality, el(K 
quent appeals, instead of seeking after edi* 
fication in the prayers, and listening to thsf 
Scripture plainly and earnestly .expounded^> 
ye aro laying a temptation and a snareJiii^ 
the way of the weak-minded. Some can- 
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not endure doctrinal preaching: others 
stigmatize all practical application, as legal. 
Favoritism is too much encouraged, as if 
Paul and ApoUos could "give the increase," 
as well as " plant and water !" In some con- 
gregations, the demand on the time of the 
clergyman is so great, for mixing in society 
and the concerns of life, that he must either 
give oflfence, by rendering unto God, that 
time which is God's ; or he must be com* 
polled to break that vow, whereby he pledged 
himself to read daily, and meditate on, the 
sacred volume ; and to give himself to such 
studies as shall help to the same, and 
to lay aside the study of the world, and 
the flesh. "Meditate on these things; 
give thyself wholly to them *." 

How, again, can we with feithful diligence, 
minister the Sacraments, and the discipline 
of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, if no 
opportunities be afforded for pastoral com- 
munication? if the communicant presents 

^ 1 Tim. iv. 15. 
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himself at the altar, without the sanction 
and encouragement of his minister? How 
can we, in populous districts, Tisit the sick, 
as ministers, if we are not even apprized 
of their infimi condition? How can we 
edify them that are whole, when our pa- 
rishes are so large, that we can scarcely 
reckon the number of inhabitants ? 

To do this great work effectually, we 
must be permitted to lead comparatively 
retired lives. In our visits, we must be 
allowed occasionally, to aim at elevating 
the tone of conversation to some subject 
above the passing interests of the day. 
We must be allowed the regulation of our 
time and habits, in such sort, as that we 
may gird ourselves, at a moment's notice, 
for the solemn ministrations belonging to 
our calling. Will you take offence at our 
well meant warning in private and public ? 
Our affectionate rebuke, our sincere ex- 
hortation ? Will you not remember that 
we "watch for your souls, as they that 
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must give account ^^ Can we, tbrougfa 
life, recall that solemn admonition, without 
trembling, " if any member shall take anj 
hurt or hindrance through you — ^you know 
the greatness of the fault,, and also tHe 
horrible punishment which will ensuiS^"* 
Hear the word of the Lord, " When I sajr 
unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt 
surely die ; if thou dost not speak to Wftm 
the wicked man from his way, that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood 
will I require at thy hand *." 

Contemplate for a moment, the agoniz* 
ing meeting in another world, between the 
fitlse and careless pastor, and the soul that 

* ■ 

has been destroyed through his negligence !" 
Urge us not, against our conscience, to for- 
sake that course of life, which alone fe 
compatible with a high sense of our oifice, 
and a faithful discharge of its duties. 

Gladden our hearts by devout, regular' 

^ Heb. xiii. 17. * Ezek. xxxiii. 8. 
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attendance on the holy sabbath, and let 
not the fire of the altar be extinguished 
on the week-day services, for want of the 
presence of tliose members in families, who 
can in so many cases be spared ; and will 
hardly be able, twice in the week, to spend 
three quarters of an hour, with more profit 
to the soul. 

Let me beseech you to pray for us, that 
both by our preaching and living, we may 
set forth the power of the Gospel. If the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles found it 
needful to call on his congregations to in* 
tercede for him at the throne of grace, O ! 
how greatly must we require the help of the 
Lord. Consider what a work it is, to " open, 
men's eyes, to turn them from darkness to' 
light, and from the power of Satan unto& 
God^" To instruct the ignorant, to arouse 
the careless, to unmask the hypocrite, to' 
strengthen the timid, to raise up the fallen, 
to train tlie young, to prepare the dying 

^ Aets xviii. 26. 
P 
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for their presently meeting the Lord — 
" Who is sufficient for these things ?" Un- 
less that Spirit be invoked incessantly, by 
whose grace, we, the poor instruments of 
His hand are empowered, how shall tbe 
enemies against whom we have to contend, 
be baffled and overthrown ! " For we 
wrestle not only against flesh and Uood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of thk 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places ^" Pray for us, that we may with- 
stand such enemies, " and having done all," 
be able " to stand." 

Remember that the effectiveness of a 
pastor's ministrations must always, in sonoie 
measure, depend on the simplicity, ze^l, 
and constancy of his congregation. 

Be forbearing in your judgment; for we 
" are men of like passions with yourselves," 
engaged in a holy and arduous conflict. 
Accept us, according to the gifts which 

> Eph. vL 12. 
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God hath bestowed on every man. Waste 
not our spirits, by capricions preference of 
some new preacher, more captivating in 
style and manner ; but less eager for your 
salvation, than your own shepherd. Let 
your families be training places for the 
house of God, that the service of the sanc- 
tuary may be more readily understood, and 
brought home to the heart. Meditate on 
what is heard at the Church. Co-operate, 
in every work of piety and charity, with 
the clergyman : and should you differ from 
him in some views, it is he who is answer- 
able before God ; and he therefore should 
be allowed to decide in a controverted ques- 
tion. Suffer him to be entangled, as little 
as possible, with the secular concerns of 
his parochial cure. Help him by kind- 
ness, and by prayer, that he may " take 
heed to himself, and to the doctrine," that 
" in so doing, he may both save himself 
and them that hear him \" 

» 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
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Jerem. X. 24. 



LORD, CORRECT ME, BUT WITH JUDGMENT : NOT 
IN THINE ANOER, LEST THOU BRING HB ^TO 
NOTHING." 



The Commination Service, which will form 
the last subject in our course, derives its 
title, from the denouncing of God*s anger 
and judgment against sinners. The minis- 
ter, in the opening address, refers to the 
custom existing in the Primitive Church, 
that such persons, as stood convicted of 
notorious sin, were, at the beginning of 
Lent, put to open penance. They wer^ 
punished in this world, that their souls 
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might be saved ia the day of the Lord ; 
and that others, admonished by their 
example, might be the more afraid to 
offend. 

As the subject of the Primitive Church 
has been often referred to, in this series of 
Lectures, I shall avail myself of the pre- 
sent opportunity, to ^ve a very short 
account of the early Christians, as they ex- 
isted under that form of sacred government 
founded by our Lord, and transmitted 
through the Apostles, under divine guid- 
ance. 

I. The Primitive Church did not consist 
of a number of Christians, differing in opi- 
nion as to the truths and administration 
of the Gospel. As there was " one Lord,** 
so was there " one faith, one baptism." 
The Primitive Church was a Society, regu- 
larly governed. It consisted of various 
branches. There was the Church of Jeru- 
tolem ; that of Antioch ; that of Corinth ; 

p3 
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and others settled bj th^ Apostles, or their 
missionaries, throughout the world. But 
it was one Churchy as much as a tree ie 
one, though stretching out its Yaiions 
branches from different parts of the as- 
cending trunk. It was Catholic, in the 
true sense of the word — ^that is, universal. 
What was believed in one, was believed 
in all. It gathered from all nations, and 
classes ; " high and low, rich suid poor, one 
with another ^" It was a large £aniilj, 
scattered abroad, but guided bj the same 
rules, principles and spirit. The bond of 
union was so strong, that from the lips of 
heathen prejudice, was extorted that glori- 
ous attestation to their imbibing the mind 
that was in Christ Jesus — " See how these 
Christians love one another !" If more 
remarkable for the exercise of some than 
other virtues they were these — Devotion, 
in private, in their femily, in the pub- 
lic observance of the Lord's Dajr, and other 

» Ps. xlix. 2. 
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Festivals, as well as appointed Fasts ; hu- 
mility, patience, charity, temperance, and 
purity. 

And great must have been the contract 
presented in such a city as Rome, or Co- 
rinth, herein, to the idolatry, unbridled 
lust, fierce vengeance, luxury, pride, and 
woridly mindedness, reigning without a 
check, under a scheme of religion^ of which 
morals formed no essential part. The deep 
impression of the Redeemer's atoning death, 
the consciousness, by inward grace and out- 
ward miracle, of the Comforter's presence 
amongst them, the undefined idea in the 
minds of many (though corrected by Scrip- 
ture,) that the second coming of the Lord 
was immediately at hand, — these, and other 
elevating feelings, tended to separate the 
follower of Jesus from an untoward gene- 
ration. To this, much influence was added 
from the brutal persecutions which dis- 
graced the earth for three hundred years. 
To know, that you were liable, on almost 
any day, to be dragged to death from the 

p4 
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bosom of your family; and that if you putt 
licly avowed your belief in the Saviour l)J^ 
fore the magistrate, your sentence vrs^ 
whatever the cruelty, or caprice, of "tKe 
judge might determine — ^this fear kept £bii^ 
professors far away from a religion of fiiy 
much peril, and rendered the true disciple 
watchful, and stedfast. It was this liability 
to death, which introduced the custom' of 
sponsors ; lest the parents should leave their 
children, without any security to the 
Chuj^ch, for their being brought up in the 
faith, when they themselves were cast to 
the lions, torn asunder by trees, crucified 
beheaded, or burned. They " worked outf 
their salvation with fear and tremiblirig ^"^ 
They were often compelled to meet at ther' 
earliest hour, for worship, and in the most 

c 

retired places. And into these holy assem- 
blies would the savage spy exultingly ifi'-'' 
trade; and springing on his prey, beatr' 
away some new victims of oppression. Tfie 



* Phil. ii. 12. '^'' 
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Tigei almost ready to depart ia peace^ the 
agouized wife, the tender virgin, the child, 
were in turn made the mockery of a brutal 
rabbW ; and after every species of indelicate 
insi^lt that could be offered, were mangled 
ai)d tortured to death. 

" Fear not them which kill the body, and 
after that, have no more that. they can do ^ :" 
thus spake the greatest of sufferers upon 
eitrth* His word of warning was not heard 
in vain. By faith, they saw the Lord Jesus 
"standing," as ready with succour, "at the 
right hand of God^" and exhorting, "be 
faitjtiful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life * :" and they would court 
the pains and the glory of martyrdom, with 
a, zeal and perseverance, which, at length, 
it became needful to repress. 

.But, we must not deceive ourselves in 
supposing that sinftil fallen man, even, 
ui^er such a pressure of feelings and eir-* 
cumstances^ tending to purify and estaUish : 

* Matt. X. 28. * Acts vii, 66. ' Rer. ii, 10. 
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the soul, did not, in many cases, betray 
the depravity of the old Adam. The en^ 
thusiast and the hypocrite, the worldly, 
the backslider, and the inconsistent, were 
to be found, even in the primitive fellow- 
ship. But they were not allowed to re- 
main, undiscovered, in its bosom, a snare 
and a disgrace. There was disciplme in the 
Church, in those days. The Apostles in- 
vested succeeding Bishops with the power 
of ordaining presbyters and deacons^ for 
the edification of Christ's flock, l^ere is 
not indeed a case on record, in the purest 
age of the Gospel, of any being ordained, ex- 
cept by a Bishop. And the Pastors were 
not only set apart to expound the Scrip- 
ture, to conduct the devotions, and, above 
all, to administer the Sacraments, but, to 
ride over the Church, in the name of their 
Lord. The presbyter and the deacon acted 
wiifi differing and delegated portions of the 
Bishop's authority ; and represented him, in 
the exercise of this duty. Whenever any 
false opinions arose, they were tried by a 
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reference to Holy Scripture, interpreted 
and witnessed to, by that form of sound 
words, which was devoutly provided in the 
Creed and Liturgy, by Apostles, or apos- 
tolic men. And forthwith the obstinate 
offender was cast out of the Church, and 
considered as cut oiff from the benefits of 
Christ's death, by virtue of that ever present 
sanction — ** Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth, shall be bound in heaven \'' When- 
ever any scandal arose to the Chiu-ch, from 
the proved sin of any member, he was ex- 
pelled the congregation, until he acknow- 
ledged his offence, and gave proofs of sin- 
cere penitence and faith in his Saviour. It 
was not in his power, while the unity of 
the Church was deemed a prime object of 
regard, to attach himself to another con- 
gregation, in all the fancied triumph of 
scornful defiance for the one, by which he 
had been ejected. The rulers, being al- 
ways duly apprized of the misconduct of 
the excommunicated member, durst not, 

* Matt. xvi. 19. 
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would not, receive him, until he was re- 
stored by the grace of God, operating in 
humiliation and amendm^nt. The expelled 
member of the Church became as though 
he belonged not unto Christ. It was hot 
permitted him to join in prayer with the 
congregation of the Lord. He was de- 
barred the Holy Sacrament, which in those 
days, Christians felt it the greatest punish- 
ment to be denied ^ His society, while he 
lived in sin, was shunned by all Christians, 
who looked on him as in a state of rebellion 
against God : nor, if he died in an impeni- 
tent condition, and unreconciled to Gt>d, 
through Christ acting by his Church, could 
the service which spake of hope for the 
departed, be celebrated at his grave. 

No difference was observed in the treat- 
ment of sin, on account of riches or nude. 
The Emperor Theodosius was, for eight 

^ Vide Article 33. Treatment of Excommunicate 
Persons in the Church of England. 
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months, refused admittance into the Church 
by St. Ambrose S in consequence of his 
giving way to violence and tjn^nny in the 
massacre of a number of his Thessalonian 
subjects. The Emperor pleaded the case of 
David : " Imitate him," exclaimed the faith- 
ful Bishop, " in his penitence, as well as in 
his sin." Nor was it until he had humbled 
himself to the dust before God, that this 
holy, fearless Bishop of Milan, permitted 
his imperial majesty to mingle again among 
the worshippers of the Lord, and to par- 
take of the Lord's Supper* 

When, to this imperfect sket(;h, has been 
added, the care taken in preparing grown 
persons for Baptism, the hospitality exer- 
cised towards travelling brethren, the inte- 
grity of their dealings, and truth of lips ; 
their cheerful and decorous accompanying 
of their deceased firiends to the grave, their " 
care of the sick, their consideration for the^ * 
burial of the poor, their reverence for all in 



' A.D. 360. 



' -I 
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authority, their conscientious and ready pay- 
ment, in obedience to their Divine Master's 
example, of every tax imposed by law: — ^we 
need not wonder at finding that, the pure 
lives of the early Christians, receiving re- 
flected light from their meekly endured 
sufferings, so won by degrees upon the 
minds of all, that the emperors of Rome, 
in the fourth century, discovered, that if the 
Christians were to withdraw, the empire 
would become well nigh a wilderness ; and 
they proclaimed the gospel of Jesus, the 
religion of the world. 

II. This brief account will better enable 
us, to comprehend the wish expressed, in onr 
service, for a revival of the ancient discipline. 
If the Church were to rise in primitive zeal 
and simplicity, and insist on a stricter go- 
vernance of her members, what reason- 
able opposition could be offered, while, the 
Redeemer is spiritually with his Church; 
while, those words are on record, belonging 
to His Church, as an organized body, from 
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age to age, " He that despiseth you, des- 
pisetli me ^" " I am with you, always, even 
unto the end of the world ^" " I give unto 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven ^" — 
" Tell it unto the Church ; and if he refuse 
to hear the Church, let him be unto thee 
as an heathen man *." Did not St. Paul 
blame the Corinthian Church for their 
sufferance of an impure member amongst 
them ; and then command, to " put away 
from among themselves that wicked per- 
son?" It would seem that St. Paul had 
not more authority, as a Governor of the 
Church, than St. Timothy, and the other 
successors of his Episcopal office^? As 
endowed with every variety of miraculous 
gifts, we look up to him in his pre-eminence. 
Before his inspiration, we bow with rever- 
ence. His divine eloquence ravishes and 
elevates our souls. In his rare combination 
of ardour, courage, persever^-nce, affection, 

^ Luke X. 16. ' Matt, xxviii. 20. 

^ Matt. xvi. 19. * Matt, xviii. 17. 

* Vide Comber on Consecration of Bishops. 
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delicacy of feeling, and lowliness, we regqgt-, 
nise one most richly endowed with grace :, 
and we stand astonished before the maiu- 
that had been caught up into the tb^fl': 
heaven, and heard unutterable thing^j 
But, in his Episcopal authority, abstractf^di^^ 
considered, and separate from his peculiar ^ 
powers as an Apostle, we behold him, as . a 
ruling Pastor, in no wise above the fathers, 
of the Church, in succeeding ages, on whom^ 
the Apostolic mantle was to descend ; but 
partaking with them of the same authority 
from the Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd, 
and Bishop of souls \ " Feed my shee{>i^^ 
Feed my lambs *." -M 

. In the absence of stricter discipline, th^^ 
Church has thought good* to array all thcKi? 
terrors of the law before the mind of the' r 
sinner, in the service of Comminaiion^Aj^;, 
denouncing. She will have her people re^ -. 
member, that^Christ came not to destrox^i 
the law, but to fulfil; not to weaken^ t^|/%.^^ 

* Vide Comber; as before. ' John xxi. 15, 16. 
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claims of holiness, but to obey perfectly, him- 
self, and enable his people to obey ; not to 
take to Himself a multitude of souls hoping 
for pardon, while cleaving to their sins — 
bu^ to purify them by a new life from His 
Spirit, issuing in the application of the high- 
est hopes and holiest rules; and thus render 
"them a peculiar people, zealous of good 
worics V capable and desirous of enjoying 
the glorious holiness of His kingdom. And 
in order that the mind should be disposed 
for viewing the commandment in all itis 
length and breadth, the Church has ap- 
pointed, in obedience to the practice of the 
Primitive order, a season to be kept holy, 
immediately before Easter. A season it 
should be of comparative separation from 
the world ; of serious examination, humble 
confession before God, and devout reliance ^ 
on the blood of Jesus. In this service, to- 
be used on the first day of the Lent fast, ' 
how awfully do the curses of Almighty God ' 

' Tit. ii. 14. 
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sound in our ears, against sin ! And how 
tremendous is the mnea of &llen creatures 
— ^not desiring that these outpouringB of 
wrath may fall on any, but assentmg trem- 
blingly to these expressions of divine i»- 
dignation. Idolatry, irreverence to parents, 
injustice, disregard of the afflicted, oppres- 
sion of the helpless, secret fraud, adultery, 
bribery, attachment to the creature rather 
than the Creator, are solemnly denounced. 
And the fearful list is swelled from the 
Gospel, with the impure and uncharitable, 
the covetous and the slanderer, the blas- 
phemer and drunkard. O forget not then 
the grace which enableth, in the mercy 
which blotteth out. 

The address which follows, sets before 
the conscience, the danger of straying from 
the ways of the Lord ; and proclaims His 
overhanging judgments. And gracious are 
the words of encouragement which are 
added. If, in the former part, the terrific 
perils besetting a guilty soul, are written 
against us on the wall, the latter portion 
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assures us of the endless pity of our God 
and Saviour. The heart must be of flint, 
that is not aroused by the declarations of 
'^ the axe being ready to smite ; the ikn to 
scatter us before the wind ; the snares, fire, 
brimstone, storm and tempest ready to 
descend.*' The mind is appalled by the 
fearful vision, of " falling into the hands of 
the living God f of the sudden coming of 
the Judge as a thief in the night ; of the 
refusal of the Lord to hearken unto them, 
that have hardened their hearts. Unto 
such obstinate rebels against the majesty 
of heaven, is it announced, that they may 
call ; but, the Lord will not answer ; that 
they may knock ; but, the door of mercy 
will be closed against them : and the whole 
is summed up, by the anticipated sound of 
that sentence, " Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels ^" 

But, after all this overwhelming mani- 

^ Matt. XXV. 41. 
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festation of divine fury against wilful ini-l 
penitence, how sweetly is heard the still 
small voice of mercy, intreating us, not id 
abuse the goodness of God, but to return 
to Him with a true and perfect heart. 
What a promise is thaty from God, " Thougli 
your sins were as scarlet, they shall b^ 
made white as snow, though they be lik^ 
purple, they shall become white as wool ^j^ 
He, that gave strength to put forth th<^ 
withered arm, commands, " Make you a' 
new heart, and a new spirit;" and gra- 
ciously inquires, " Why will ye die, seeing 
that I have no pleasure in the death 6i 
him that dieth," In what words of coiti- 
fort are we invited to Christ ! How feel- 
ingly are we assured, of His being out 
ready Advocate with the Father, of ttis 
being ** wounded for our transgressions, 
and smitten for our wickedness." If w4 
will but return unto Him, who is the mer^'' 
ciful receiver of all penitent sinners ; and^ 

Ms.i.l8. '^ ^^ 
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believe, that He is most willing to pardon, 
if we come with faithful repentance ; if 
from this day, we submit ourselves ta 
Him, and walk in His ways, and take 
upon us His easy yoke, and be ordered by 
the governance of His Holy Spirit, seeking 
His glory, — then, as surely as the word of 
God is true, Christ. will deliver us from 
the curse of the law ; and finally, command 
us to take possession of His glori6us king- 
dom. 

That psalm of deepest contrition, low- 
liest faith, and lively hope, the fifty-first, is 
then prayed by us, meekly kneeling on 
our knees. And, after the blessed Re- 
deemer's own prayer, supplication is offered, 
thg^t the Lord would spare all those who 
confess their sins, and absolve all, whose 
consciences are accused by sin. And He, 
thq, most mighty God, and merciful Father^j: 
yf\o hath compassion upon all men ; hating, 
nothing that He hath made, and willing 
that the sinner should turn from the error 
of his way, is importuned — to forgive, to 
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receive, to comfort, to make haste and 
help the weaiied in heart, that we may 
hve with God, through Christ, for ever. 

And never was the idea more clearly 
and devotionally conveyed, than in the 
words of the prophet, that the Lord must 
turn us, else shall we never be tinned. In 
the multitude of his mercies, is the good 
Lord besought to spare us, to look upon us, 
and bring us from confusion. Lastly, there 
sounds forth from the mercy seat, that 
gracious benediction — the Lord bless thee, 
and keep thee. The Lord lift lip His 
countenance on thee, and give thee peace 
now and for evermore. 



Repentance is not so hard a work, where 
God is the Judge — Christ the Mediator — 
the Holy Spirit, the helper of souls ; nor 
is salvation so inconsiderable an object, 
as that any should be discouraged, any 
should be indifferent in such a caus^. Ife 
it a light thing, to be eased of the |ia}n 

12 
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and sting of every sin ? to have the sharp- 
pointed, and poisoned arrows drawn out ; 
and the wounds of the conscience healed? 
Is it a thing to be despised, our being re- 
stored to the favour of God, our having 
peace with Him, by faith in Jesus ? Is it 
a trifling concern, to have an inward power 
lodged in our hearts, whereby we shall be 
defended from the crafts of the evil one, 
and be enabled to say to each rebellious 
temper and passion. Peace, be still ? Is it 
nought, to have a new principle of spiri- 
tual life implanted in us ? to become the 
temples of the Holy Ghost, to be con- 
formed to the image of Christ, and to se- 
cure an inheritance in the mansions of 
glory ? What a merciful God we have to 
do with, who oflfers unto us His kingdom, 
on the easy terms of repentance and faith ; 
empowering us, to obtain the very quali- 
fications, which He requireth. A God 
that will make us eternally blessed, if we 
will but turn unto Him ; and, following 
the godly motions of His sanctifying Spirit, 
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live like Christians and reasonable crea- 
tures. Every advance which we make in 
clearness of faith, and earnestness of re- 
pentance, is an actual increase to the soul, 
! of peace and enjoyment ; while it makes 

; us meet for the inheritance of the saints 

I in light. " And how shall we escape, if 

I we neglect so great salvation ^ ?^ 

i What excuse have the careless, the har- 

j i dened, the inconsistent, the worldly — ^for not 

turning to this God of mercy ? Why dost 
thou delay? The gate of mercy is open. The 
promise is to you ; for the Lord hath called 
you into His covenant. Are you deceiv- 
ing yourself, by a determination to repent 
fl j when you are older, or when some obstacle 

!|| is removed ? You will, at a " convenient 

season," as you think, repent, and be a 
true Christian. Is life, then, at your own 
disposal ? Or, have you the power, of dis- 
posing your heart favourably to God, at 
will ? " No man can come unto Me, ex- 
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' Heb. ii. 3. 
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cept the Father which hath sent Me, draw 
him ^*' And can any look for these grar 
dous influences from above, who resists, 
and does despite unto the only Giver of 
effectual grace ? If you feel, that, without 
conversion of heart, you cannot be saved, 
and know, by sad experience, that your 
heart is not ^^< right in the sight of God, 
for what do you wait ? For God's laws to 
change ? Think you, that a new Gospel 
is likely to be revealed, according to which 
the unrepenting will be offered the bless- 
ings of pardon and peace ? Know you 
uot, that every hour the disease is neg-» 
lected, the danger is increased ? And with 
these convictions before you, that God 
only can change the heart, — that every life 
hangs over the abyss of eternity, by a 
thread — that sin, or a thoughtless course, 
indulged, makes your case more desperate 
—with these assurances from God, will you 
add to former provocations, by shutting 

' John vi, 44. 
Q 
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your ears, once more, to His message of 
mercy ? Remember, if you unB perish—* 
the warning has been heard, and the sin 
lieth at your own door. 

Though the healing influences of the 
baptismal grace have been, as yet, slighted 
by many— though conversion, as from death 
unto life, be needed by some — the grace of 
further repentance is, in every case, neces- 
sary. Which of us has reached that high 
condition of holiness enabling us to say, with 
tnith, "That wicked one toucheth me not ^?* 
Fear, and care, and watchfulness, are not 
to be neglected, to the last hour of life. 
According to our growth in the grace as- 
signed us, will be the reward of glory — 
though it be a reward unmerited, and 
conferred on a pardoned sinner. 

Let each of us labour, with unceasing 
care, to "make his calling and election 
sure ^ ;" and to adorn the Gospel of his 
Lord, by an ever brightening and more 

* 1 John V. 18. ' 2 Pet. i. 10. 
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stablished course. While I am bound to 
press the use of every means of grace, I 
am especially called upon by my subject, 
to entreat your attention to 'prayer. And 
I pray God, that His grace may have so 
accompanied the endeavours of His servant, 
that you may have seen, how great a trea- 
sure is committed to us in the Liturgy of 
our Church. 

" Preach the word S" is a divine com- 
mand, and must be honoured accordingly. 
But by your devoutly applying the Common 
Prayer, as a lesson from the Holy Spirit, 
there will be conveyed to your hearts, more 
edifying instruction than any that we can 
devise. 

I now in conclusion, brethren, be- 
seech you, oftentimes, to take up the 
Prayer-book, and to read over and medi- 
tate upon some confession of sin, some 
thanksgiving, some prayer for grace ; and 
thus quicken and mature your own con- 

" 2 Tim iv. 2. 
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trition, gratitude, faith, and devotion. Ob- 
serve the simplicity of words and the depth 
of thought : the fervour of desire, and the 
reverence of expression. Such exercises 
of spiritual reflection before Grod, will make 
your union closer with the Lord Jesus ; and 
your heart will be opened to receive an in- 
crease of the comforting and guiding influ- 
ences of the Spirit. You will be hereby more 
attracted to the Bible, the fountain of living 
truth. You will be taught to feel, that 
" God is a spirit f and when you worship 
Him, you will be led to " worship Him, in 
spirit and in truth ^" 

* John iv. 24. 



THE END. 
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